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Since the Governor has announced that Ohio will follow the CDC’s recent 

pronouncement that all vaccinated persons need not wear masks indoors, anyone who is fully 

vaccinated is not required to wear a face coving during Mass. Also, on June 5 & 6, the general 

dispensation from attending Sunday Mass due to the pandemic will be lifted in all of Ohio.  

Anyone who has a compromised immune system or otherwise seriously fears contracting the 

disease as well as any who are ill or infirm are covered under the standing dispensation from 

attending Sunday Mass for those with serious health conditions. 

We are slowly returning to normal, thanks be to God.  And it is good that the next few 

weekends see us celebrating the Ascension of Jesus today, Pentecost next weekend, Holy 

Trinity Sunday on the last weekend of May and the Feast of the Body and Blood of the Lord on 

June 5th and 6th.  This is a natural time of taking stock, remembering those we have lost, 

prayerful thanksgiving, and celebration.  As we see the worst of this pandemic beginning recede 

behind us, let us remember in our prayers and charitable efforts those countries which are very 

much in the grips of this terrible disease.  It was rough on us, and we are a nation blessed with 

resources, wealth and reserves.  Our poor brothers and sisters around the world, regardless of 

why they are poor, will simply suffer without help.   

As we breathe sighs of relief, we can look beyond covid to the other issues that we must 

attend to.  Like the disciples who watched Jesus ascend into the heavens, we won’t get much of 

a chance to stand around wondering what to do next.  There is a full sleight of things that need 

tending to.  Let me begin by updating you on one of the biggest things coming down the pike, 

Beacons of Light.   

As you may recall, this the Archdiocesan program aimed at addressing a growing 

shortage of pastor-priests that is expected to peak within 5 years, and while addressing this 

shortage, avoid some of the pitfalls and detriments the previous models inadvertently created.  

Those pitfall and detriments might be summed up by saying, God has brought us to this; it’s 

therefore His process and His plan.  It’s wrong to approach it as a disaster or as the end of 

Catholicism as we know it. It is a challenge, but one we will meet in faith. 

The next big roll-out date for Beacons of Light is Friday, June 4.  That is when the results 

of the demographical research will be revealed and we will learn if we remain with Holy 

Name/OLOS and Holy Family to make up a “Family of Parishes,” or if that grouping is changed 

or added to.  There may be problems with some of these groupings, but those are all expected 

to be worked out and the Families finalized by Thanksgiving.  The word on the streets is that 

each Family of Parishes will be so constituted as to warrant a pastor and a parochial vicar or a 

dedicated retired priest to help with Masses.     

 Will these Families of Parishes be just like the old Pastoral Regions of parishes?  No.  The 

purpose of a Family of Parishes is to bring the parishes together in such a way that it will 
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eventually become one parish.  One way to explain the present problem and the new approach 

is look at a pastor as a branch manager.  Being a manager of a thriving branch is a full time job.  

Asking anyone to be the manager of multiple thriving branches as a permanent situation is a 

recipe for the thriving to stop or the manager to stop.  Also, when looked at realistically, we 

have some branch offices that are just too small to remain open.  Most of our present parishes 

were formed in days when there were an abundance of priests and when people either walked 

or they saddled a horse or hitched up the wagon to get to where they wanted to go.  Today, we 

travel 10 to 30 miles in about as many minutes to do nearly everything.  The Archdiocese simply 

has more parishes than it needs.   That is an important word, “needs.”  Needs and necessities 

are what are driving this present push, not what we want or what we would like.  Personally, I 

would like to be 30 years old again and have the energy to whip a bear with a switch.  It ain’t 

gonna happen; best to deal with reality. 

 Still, this is the Lord’s process.  He’s in charge and if we trust in Him, He will make it 

fruitful.  The process for how we will eventually make all of this happen is still being formulated, 

but it should be ready by the end of the summer, if not sooner.  I will keep you posted on this 

and other developments as they become available.     

One thing that’s been emphasized about these plans for bringing the Families of 

Parishes together is you, the parishioners of the various parishes involved, will be formulating 

the plans.  In this I believe we will see the Gospel come alive in our midst.  Jesus isn’t here in the 

flesh to wave his hand over all this and miraculously make it work.  He has ascended to the 

Father.  We find ourselves in the days of the Holy Spirit when we will have to pray and discuss 

and work together and pray some more.  However, eventually we will know that what we arrive 

at together, even though it isn’t what we would have chosen in the beginning, it’s good, and 

right, and livable, and it’s what God wants.  In getting to this endpoint, our parish leadership 

will be very important. If you aren’t already doing so, please pray for your parish, its leaders and 

for me, your pastor.   Our Parish Pastoral Council will no doubt play a key role in this process.  I 

want to personally thank all those who have considered a nomination to council and especially 

those who have accepted the nomination.  Thank you and God bless you for your willingness to 

serve in these momentous times.  (Discernment prayer at Holy Name.) 

********   (The following section only delivered at OLOS.) 

Because the Beacons of Light program will be rolling out over the next several months, I 

am very hesitant to make any major changes and would prefer to get by as best we can until 

know some things about where this is headed with some certainty.  One issue we will need to 

contend with is the numbers of people coming to Mass, especially 10 AM Sunday.  It may be 

necessary for us to move into the PAC to accommodate the number of people attending Mass, 

and we are making some much needed upgrades in the PAC incase that happens.  If it does 

happen, we will also make some additions to the décor in the PAC so that it will be more like 
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worshiping in a church and not a sterile box.  Much of this is about contingencies, but as with so 

many things over the last year, we will just have to see how things develop.  I thank you in 

advance for you understanding and patience.   

******** 


