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 One of my favorite Christmas songs is really a hymn praising the 

mystery of the Incarnation of the Son of God.  Known by its first line, Of 

the Father’s Love Begotten comes from a poem written in Spain around 

the year 400.  The English translators and arrangers have done a 

magnificent job of making it not only a timeless hymn of praise, but also 

a catalogue in verse of our beliefs about the relationship between God 

the Father and the Son that spawned the dawning of our redemption.  

And should anyone be hesitate to look into the mystery of Trinity, we 

should because it is the linchpin of our salvation. 

 “Of the Father's love begotten ere the worlds began to be, he is 

Alpha and Omega, he the Source, the Ending he, of the things that are, 

that have been, and that future years shall see.”  What the creeds say 

in more technical language the hymn poetically states.  Whatever we 

believe about the Father we also believe about the Son even that the 

Son had some essential role in the creation of the universe.  But the 

most telling thing for our salvation is that out of love the Father begot 

the Son.  It is the essential and defining activity of our God such that 

God has always loved and therefore needed someone to love.  Thus the 

Son was begotten of the Father as an essential and defining part of his 

own nature.  And the Son being identical to the Father but having the 

Father to love already simply loved in return.  And that love between 

them is so powerful and energetic it has life and power on its own.  If 

you wonder at the truth of this, think of the people you love the most.  

Now think of the times when they need you to do something but you 

don’t feel quite up to it.  The love between you takes over, gives you 

energy and somehow you find yourself doing what they need you to do.  

We could look to a man and woman coming together to beget a child, 

but we can see the truth of love taking on a life of its own in smaller 

ways. 
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 Creation then, is not about expediency or profit or power, it’s 

about love.  When human beings fell into sin, God’s response was not 

to wipe us out and start over, or squash us like bugs, or insist in his 

authority that we all do it a certain way.  Instead God did something 

totally inexpedient and wasteful that left him vulnerable and in our 

power.  He came to earth as one of us to share life with us; to take our 

human, created life into his own nature and to offer us the possibility of 

taking his divine life into our own.  That’s an act of love.  And to top 

that, the Holy Spirit is sent to initiate and guide our efforts as we try to 

accept the offer of life in God’s love.  The mystery of the Trinity is the 

linchpin of our salvation. 

 God didn’t have to do any of this.  It doesn’t make any sense that 

God did any of this.  We are a troublesome species on a tiny planet on 

the outskirts of an unremarkable galaxy among billions of galaxies.  

Apparently, that’s what God whose loving nature begets the Son and 

whose love in return spawns the Spirit of Love which overflows into the 

creation of our universe, does.  The love between Father, Son and Spirit 

is great enough to love and to deal with a troublesome species like our 

own.  They do this by treating each and every member of the species as 

if they were the Only Begotten Son. 


