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 We hear the stories read of God feeding the people either by the 

prophet or by Jesus himself and we might think, wasn’t that a nice thing 

for God to do, feeding all those people.  It happened almost 2000 years 

ago, no one has give you a tuna fish sandwich in the name of God, 

What has this got to do with you today?  Good question. 

 Maybe what we’re supposed to find in today’s readings isn’t so 

much in how many people were fed way back when, (especially if we 

aren’t all that fond of tuna fish sandwiches.)  So let’s look at the rest of 

the story.  Jesus crosses the sea, the crowd follows.  Jesus sits down 

with his disciples and the crowd comes to him.  Why?  Because they 

saw the signs Jesus was performing.  There are five thousand individual 

reasons behind that one explanation.  Five thousand people who 

followed Jesus because each needed something that they hoped or 

believed Jesus could give them above and beyond a free lunch.   

 How many other people in the area knew of Jesus, heard of his 

signs, but concluded Jesus had nothing they wanted?  That may seem a 

strange thing to bring up, but as we look toward what this Gospel 

passage has to stay to us, the dynamic is just as true today.  People 

today will not turn to God unless they are convinced they need God or 

that God has something they want.   

 So now we come to the heart of it, what puts you in that crowd 

that’s following Jesus—to the other side of the lake, to the other side of 

the moon, or to the life beyond this life?  Being able to put some words 

on what your relationship with Jesus gives you does several things.   

One thing it provides is a stability to your faith.  Left nebulous or 

unanswered, when pressed, it will be all too easy to conclude that you 

don’t really have faith and in that dark or difficult time, falling away will 

just be easier.  If you know what you find in Jesus that nothing and no 
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one on earth can provide, it’s much easier to hold on to Jesus and your 

faith in difficult and testing moments. 

 Another thing having some definite understanding of why you 

follow Jesus provides is you have some response when someone asks 

you why you believe.  For myself, I’ve always felt that what I know and 

believe of Jesus starts with my personal experience of His presence in 

my life.  What the Bible and Church teachings tell me of what it means 

to have faith resonates with and supports what I know of God from 

personal experience.  Granted, there is a lot in the Bible and in Church 

teaching that I haven’t had any experience with.  But what I can relate 

to seems to work.  Some of it is very challenging.  It’s supposed to be.  It 

was never intended to be smooth sailing all the way to the Pearly Gates 

of Heaven.  Some of those challenges and the changes they brought 

about in me are exactly what I followed Jesus in order to get, even 

though they aren’t what I thought I needed from Jesus.   

 So we come to Jesus because…because he is the healer of our 

every ill; because he is the Christ, the Son of the Living God; because he 

has the Words of Everlasting Life; because he loved us first; and any 

number of other reasons that we could each put our personal words to.  

We must follow Jesus.  Not because anyone is forcing us, but because 

life loses something essential and becomes empty and without 

meaning unless Jesus is at our center.  Jesus is our God and Lord.   

Amen? 

 


