
Every year on the Second Sunday after Christmas, we celebrate the 

Epiphany with the same readings including Matthew’s account of the 

Magi. We celebrate the revelation or unveiling of Jesus’ kingship and 

his divinity. 

“Magi” literally meant “wise man.” It referred to great 

philosophers, astronomers and astrologers who were often members of 

royal courts and advisors to kings who were known for their wisdom and 

their knowledge, as well as their ability to read the signs of the stars in 

the sky. 

So it seems that these wise men were the ancient world’s 

equivalent of today’s scientists. I feel qualified to comment on scientists 

- that was my training in college, it was my occupation for decades, and 

then it was my life as a science teacher. So, I have a healthy perspective 

on science, and the dangers connected to the misuse and 

misunderstanding of science. 

In our modern world, “Scientism” is a dangerous assumption that 

whatever is real and true is limited to what the experimental sciences can 

observe and describe. Proponents of Scientism see science as the 

supreme source of all knowledge. 

But even 2000 years ago, the Magi knew that God is outside of 

space and time. God is beyond science’s ability to fully observe and 

describe. Even the Magi knew faith and science balance one another, 

and the scientist before you sees faith and science as compatible 

pathways leading to truth. 

The Magi made observations of God’s creation, and that gave them 

some guidance, but they also needed to rely on the Scriptures. So these 

two sources - God’s creation and the Scriptures - needed to be read 

together in order for the Magi to find the Christ child. Observation of 

God’s creation got them to Jerusalem, but they needed the Hebrew 

Scriptures and a supernatural light to locate the newborn King. 

When they went to Herod as king over Jerusalem, you could 

already see the opposition that Jesus is going to face. One response to 

this newborn king is from the Magi, who honestly seek the newborn 

king of the Jews in order to do him homage. 

The other response is from King Herod and his court - even the 

chief priests and scribes - seeking the child in order to destroy him. So 



even at the very beginning of Jesus’ life, these pagans welcome Israel’s 

Messiah, while some of Jesus’ own people play a role in the plot against 

him. 

Just like the Court of King Herod was infected with pride and 

jealousy, the hallways of modern science are infected with Scientism, 

seeking ways to destroy faith, life and the family. So when you hear 

people say “listen to the science,” I am here to remind you that science is 

only one way of knowing about the world. We also need to understand 

the ways of God if we seek the truth. 

Salvation history all the way back to Abraham is one long story of 

conflict between the Chosen People and the Gentiles - the nations of the 

world. The whole history of Israel has been a conflict with the pagan 

peoples of the world and their idolatry, human sacrifice, sexual 

immorality and the worship of all kinds of false gods and goddesses. In 

other words, you can trace today’s pagan world all the way back to the 

tower of Babel in the time of Abraham. Some things don’t change. 

What’s new in our world is the use of science as a tool to argue 

that the light that we all can clearly see, is not really there. Today’s 

paganism tries to deny that our faith in the one creator God which spread 

from the humble birth of this child to all the nations of the world, is not 

the light that the whole world sees. 

In today’s Gospel the Magi, usually associated with wisdom, 

follow the light - the worldly light and the supernatural light - and come 

face to face with God. They do homage to him and their lives are 

changed. They can’t follow the same old ways once they have seen 

themselves and the world by God’s light. 

So the Magi were correct: a deep look at God’s creation will lead 

the intellect to find God, if one is honest and follows the evidence where 

it leads. I think they “got it” in their epiphany, when they saw in the 

child Jesus a gift of God to humanity, that the creator had become one of 

us. These ancient scientists got down on their knees and bowed before 

something greater than themselves: the Love of God, a Love which is as 

humble and unthreatening as a child in his mother’s lap. 

In order to be of any good to their fellow human beings, those who 

dedicate their lives to science need to avoid the trap of intellectual pride 

- in thinking that they are god. The Magi looked beyond their own pride 



and bowed before the reality of love and humility. We should follow 

their example. 

So we gather to pray at this Eucharist for clear minds, courageous 

hearts and the perseverance to stay on the path Jesus has shown to us. If 

this is the path we follow, we too will shine in the darkness and be 

guides to others. 

As we leave church today and see the Nativity scene out in the 

Daily Mass Chapel, we can have confidence that no darkness we face 

can put out the light that burns within us. When someone tells you that 
the "darkest days" in the battle against the coronavirus "are ahead of us,” 

share this Gospel with them. When someone tell you to “listen to the 

science,” share this Gospel with them. 

We are not terrified by the darkness in our world and our lives 

because, if God is true to form, a light will appear in the darkness and 

keep us on track as we travel to see him together. 

Amen? 

 

- Deacon Jack Schaefer 
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