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 Every job interview has somewhere in it a question or two that lets the 

prospective employer know if this candidate has a mentality that fits the ethos and 

élan of the company.  Can this person adapt to the climate of this company or 

branch of the company or are they too absorbed with something else?  If the last 

half of St. Mark’s 10th chapter were recounting a job interview, we might see the 

sons of Zebedee being turned down and the formerly blind Bartimaeus being hired 

in their place.   

 The story of Bartimaeus follows immediately after today’s passage in St. 

Mark’s Gospel.  Upon receiving his sight, Bartimaeus asks for nothing more, but 

follows Jesus “on the way,” a phrase that meant for the early church that he 

followed Jesus “as a post-resurrection-style, totally committed, Christian disciple.” 

St. Mark is using the two stories in contrast to show how Bartimaeus “got” what 

Jesus was all about, and the sons of Zebedee, at least at this point in their journey 

with Jesus, did not.  But that’s a bit too generalized.  James and John follow Jesus, 

they are committed.  (They are Apostles, after all.)  What they haven’t figured out is 

that certain attitudes and ambitions are very difficult to reconcile with being a 

committed disciple of Jesus.   

 In these last few weeks of the Church’s year leading up to the Feast of Christ 

the King, we hear about the attitudes and ambitions that are incompatible with 

Christ and the need for each of us to take up our cross and follow Christ.  In today’s 

Gospel, we are warned against seeking position or rank for the sake of having power 

over others, or for the vain glory they bring.  This is the way of the worldly, not the 

way of Christ.  And if we should be recognized for our ability and given authority 

over others, then we should wield it as gently as possible and in a mindset as servant 

of those we lead.  This is the way of Christ.  This is also the example we see in Christ.  

He led from the front and gave all he had for others.  The Eucharist we celebrate 

reminds of this.  At the Last Supper he said this is my body given for you, this is my 

blood poured out for you.  Then on the cross, he did what he said and gave his body 

for us and poured out his blood for us.  Our call is to imitate him in giving of 

ourselves for others.   

 I don’t know about you, but undergoing great hardships and suffering isn’t on 

my top-ten list of favorite things to do.  However, few of us are called to such heroic 
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efforts.  In our day we hear of the Martyrs to Muslim extremists, but very few if any 

of us will travel to places where we might be put in such a situation.  In our 

situations, we may be asked to give up social connections or risk corporate 

advancement, and yes those are real hardships.  But even those don’t come along 

every day.  But in order to train our Christian sensitivities and practice acts of 

charity, we can take some everyday steps.  The book of Ecclesiastes 11:1 

encourages, “cast your bread upon the face of the waters, after a long time you may 

find it again.”  Give to those in need never expecting to be repaid or even thanked in 

any way.  If it is repaid, it will be repaid by the kindness of God himself who repays 

100 fold.   Start by remembering the kindness done to you and “pay it forward.”  

Many good teachers and mentors helped me over the years, so I count it a privilege 

to help young people seek their dreams and goals.  For you it might be the needy 

person you help because someone helped you when you were in a lean period. Any 

of us can go a little out of our way for Christ.  All of us can take some of our time and 

pray.  Whatever you do, remember why you do it.  St. Mother Theresa of Calcutta 

said “We cannot all do great things. But we can do small things with great love.”  

The last part is most important, whatever you do, do it for Christ with great love.  

Christ does for you, died for you, with great love. 

 


