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 Over the years I’ve gotten to know a few elderly people who were at the end of their 

life.  Their health failing, the ability to go and do as they like serious curtailed or even ended all 

together, some of them get the point of asking “why am I still here?”  “Why doesn’t the Lord 

just take me?”  “Why don’t I just die?”  My own mother was one such person.  And while I can’t 

fault a person for feeling that way, my answer to a person of faith is pretty simple.  It’s not up 

to you. It’s up to God.  As much as we like to control all the details of our lives, there are some 

things that pull us up short and remind us rather strongly that we can’t control everything.  In 

these times I think we are offered an opportunity to learn to let go of control and accept God’s 

will for our future.  That’s a tough thing to do.  Remember the Our Father, that prayer we all 

know and can race through without giving much, if any, thought to a single word of it?  In a 

certain phrase in that prayer we pray that the Father’s will be done on earth as in heaven.  We 

are each of earth, so it applies to us as well.  “Thy will be done” can be very difficult to pray and 

truly mean especially if God’s will doesn’t reflect our own desires and wishes.  It may also be 

the best prayer to pray in those times when things are beyond our control. 

 Beacons of Light and the new Families of Parishes may be one of those things that are 

beyond our control and difficult for us to accept.  Is it God’s will?  You can debate that if you 

like, but the reality is all the factors that make it necessary have been piling up for 40 years or 

more.  Seminaries emptied, populations shifted, churches that were full became ghost towns, 

and some new ones cropped up in different places.  Many of our churches opened when 

everything needed to be within walking distance. Now it’s nothing for us to drive 20 minutes or 

more just to go to dinner.  Nobody likes change, however, to get a handle on the need, just 

think of how much resource and energy goes into keeping almost 250 parishes going when the 

real need for about 150 of them has come and gone.   

 The man in today’s Gospel who came running to Jesus never dreamed that Jesus would 

ask for his many possessions.  This is evident in the disciples’ reaction to Jesus’ statement 

regarding how difficult it is for the rich to enter the Kingdom.  It was popular understanding 

that the rich were blessed by God because he showered so many good things on them.  So 

when Jesus asked the man to give away all he had, it rocked the man’s world and the 

explanation of why rocked that of the disciples.  The changes Beacons of Light will bring may do 

the same to many of us.  For many years, popular understanding is that Catholic Christianity is a 

parish thing.  It’s happens primarily right here on these grounds or at Catholic events.  If we 

take the Gospels seriously, we know they don’t support this vision.  Jesus walks more than the 

grounds of just Catholic parishes.  He’s to be found in fields and factories, offices and job sites, 

laboratories and classrooms, pitches, ball diamonds and sports courts.  If we are his disciples we 

must be his disciples wherever He is, not just when we are at church.   One of the aims of 

Beacons of Light is to re-instill in our Catholic people this sense that every disciple of Jesus is 

also a missionary to some extent.  But we first need to be shaken out of the mentality that our 

Faith only happens within the confines of the parish grounds or Catholic groups. 
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 With the publishing of the draft lists and maps of the Families of Parishes, Beacons of 

Light has taken on a new reality.  It’s become a wakeup call.  If you’re like me, you might want 

to hit the snooze button 6 or 8 times.  However, and we are all aware of this, the Gospel is and 

always has been a wakeup call.  We may not want to rise and shine to its call either, but 

eventually we will have to make a choice, are we or are we not with Christ?  The easy part will 

be over and the demand to pick up the cross will confront us.  They say it builds character.  

They say what doesn’t kill you makes you stronger.  All that may be true.  However, I prefer to 

focus on the promise that we will be repaid 100 times over for our trouble.  As I’ve said before, 

my experience is that God is a lousy accountant.  Because He loves us, he makes sure we get at 

least 100 times and then some.   Personally, I think doing His will and knowing that He loves me 

is better than any reward.  But getting repaid 100 times over and more along with eternal life is 

a really nice icing on the cake. 

  


