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 “Moses, my Lord, stop them!”  "Teacher, we saw someone driving out demons 
in your name, and we tried to prevent him because he does not follow us."  It would 
seem that jumping to negative conclusions about those who aren’t professedly in 
our own camp or company isn’t something new to our day.  Both Moses and Jesus 
had to deal with it. And Jesus was delivered for execution because he was an 
outsider to the Jewish religious power structure.  Was it better, worse or about the 
same in Jesus’ time as it is now? There’s no way to tell for sure.  

There seems to be so much conflict and division in our world, our church, our 
country, our communities, our families, and if we are honest, even within ourselves. 
How do we address these divisions, and how do we work toward resolution, 
reconciliation, and unity?  I think this is a battle best fought one heart mind and soul 
at a time.  My heart, mind and soul has to be converted, your heart, mind and soul 
has to be converted.  Each of us has to acknowledge and believe that the Spirit, like 
the wind, blows where it wills. No human, no “side,” is able to claim that they have 
the Spirit and the other does not; this is what Moses and Jesus tell us in the 
Scriptures. Can we acknowledge that others, even those we disagree with, also have 
the Spirit of God with and in them? This is the first step. Without the 
acknowledgment that some goodness, some truth move in the other side we will 
never be able to move forward together.   

This is true even with the church.  Whenever we say “unless you are practicing 
the Faith exactly as I am, you aren’t really a Catholic” we don’t just create divisions, 
we put that person or group on the other side of a closed door.  “O no, Father, they 
did it to themselves!”  Not so.  You sat in judgment.  You pronounced sentence .  You 
closed the door shutting them out.  Yes, there are legitimate and very well known 
beliefs and practices that put one beyond the Catholic Church.  However, no one in 
this room is a competent authority to pass official judgment on such things, and 
certainly none of us have any authority to go beyond those that are legitimate and 
known and create new reason on our own. 

But whether we are talking about division in our own Catholic household, 
between faiths, within our nation, or with other nations, we still haven’t addressed 
why we always seem to spring to blame and condemnation first.  There may be 
many reasons, fear is certainly one, however, the one I want us to consider is one we 
can all do something about, and that’s laziness. 

It’s easy to say it’s all the other person’s or other side’s fault, that they need to 
do the changing, and then sit back and wait for them to get with our program.  We 
don’t have to be understanding.  We don’t have to listen.  We don’t have to change 
a thing. 
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There are a few things wrong with this approach.  True, we don’t have to do 
much, including love our neighbor or apply other Gospel values.  The Gospel 
mandates to “do unto others” and love as Christ has loved you seem lacking in this 
approach.  Since Jesus told us to love our enemies and pray for those who persecute 
us, if this were football, this approach would get several penalty flags thrown against 
it.  But since it’s not football, let’s just say it’s wrong, very wrong.  

If we won’t engage the “other side” out of fear, well then, we have to employ 
tactics to help ouselves overcome that fear.  If we won’t engage out of laziness, 
that’s shameful and it’s time to call it what it is and get busy doing the Christian 
thing.  If we are condemning others because we are self-righteous arrogant prigs, 
that’s harder to get over, but let’s underscore the fact that so were the chief priest 
and scribes who put Jesus to death.   

Conflict, contentiousness, divisiveness are all very common in our world and 
even our church.  Many people say they are tired of it and wish it would change.  
One way, and perhaps the only way, to change it is one heart, mind and soul at a 
time.  I can make the decision not to be an agent of conflict and division, and I won’t 
hear of it any longer.  I can choose to turn it off, walk away, vote it out, and tune it 
out.  I can also do my best to try to seek, find, and speak of a different way.  Will this 
be easy?   Probably not.  But if enough people turn away from conflict and division as 
the first and only way of behaving, maybe we can learn to work with people who 
don’t totally agree with us.  Maybe that’s expecting too much, but talking to people 
we disagree with rather than hating and condemning them would be a much more 
Christ-like way to deal with them. 


