
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time – C  Holy Name of Jesus – January 15-16, 2022 
 

Fr. Paul Gebhardt  1 
 

 Early in my fifth year of teaching at LaSalle I found myself once 

again as temporary pastor of the parish I was living at because the 

pastor had suddenly resigned.  Just a year and a half before this the 

pastor had contracted cancer and had died in mid year.  Bishop 

Moeddel who oversaw priest assignments at the time asked me to 

meet with him.  I knew first-hand the anguish and grief the parish 

community was experiencing.  For two years it had been in turmoil for 

one reason or another.  I was at a crossroads moment in my priestly 

ministry.  My compassion for what that community had suffered caused 

me to make the decision to end my time as a teaching priest and make 

the transition to become a parish priest. 

 We all experience crossroads moments in life; the choice of a 

career or college, the choice of a spouse, the choice of a job, the choice 

to move to a new city.  Jesus was at crossroads moment when his 

mother came to him with news that their friends had run out of wine at 

their wedding celebration.  On the surface, this would be a great 

embarrassment to the couple and the couple’s family.  The party would 

have to be cut short.  Being that omens and portends were so big at 

that time, it probably was also seen as a very bad sign for the future of 

this newlywed couple.  With no other lead-in, we don’t know if Mary 

expected Jesus to offer the couple a special blessing or console them or 

to do exactly what he did.  However, by the time their conversation had 

concluded, Mary knew that Jesus intend to do more than offer some 

consoling words.   

 Wine is more than a good party.  In the ancient world it’s 

prosperity and abundance.  After all, grapes don’t become wine if 

there’s no bread to eat.  Cultivating wine also takes a settled lifestyle, a 

people in exile, a people in slavery don’t get the luxury of wine.  That’s 
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reserved for people who are fairly well off, living on their own land or at 

least having fairly substantial means.  Wine suggests all these life-giving 

blessings and therefore wine is associated with God who gives life and 

blessings.  At this crossroad in Jesus’ ministry he shows himself as God 

who loves life and bestows blessing and not just the carpenter of 

Nazareth. 

 In many ways the Church in America is at a crossroads moment.  

More and more we realize that things just aren’t working they way they 

used to.  In our grandparents and great grandparent’s times, it seemed 

like everyone was Christian.  Everyone acknowledged that America was 

founded on Christianity and all of our laws and institutions basically 

followed Christian principles.  If that was the mythical Kansas, it does 

take much looking around to realize that, gee Toto, we aren’t in Kansas 

anymore.   Under the old ways, you could afford to get a little lax in 

your practice of the Faith and the prevalence of Christianity and 

Christian based institutions would eventually remind you who and what 

you are.  It also kept the scoundrels and scallywags generally under 

control because everyone had in mind the same idea of right and wrong 

and what actions made a person a scoundrel.   

 The crossroads we find ourselves at is making a conscious choice 

for Christ, or choosing something else.  You may say, Father, you’re 

over simplifying it.”  But I don’t believe so.  Under the old ways, a 

person could be lukewarm in their faith and the tide of Christianity 

around them would carry them a long in a generally good direction.  

That’s not the case anymore.  All we have to do is look at how many of 

our Catholics from the past 2 or 3 generations no longer practice any 

faith at all to see the truth of what I’m saying.  They went to Catholic 

schools or CCS classes.  Their parents took them to Mass every week, 
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and still they fell away.  Most of them just went with the flow.  As we 

have seen so clearly in the last few years, the “flow” in our culture isn’t 

toward Christ. 

 So here we are at the crossroad.  To borrow from Isaiah, “for 

salvation’s sake I will not be silent, for the Faith’s sake I will not be 

quiet.”  We each must make a very conscious commitment to stand 

with Christ and the Church, or more than likely we place ourselves on 

a path of simply drifting away.  More than likely, that’s what it will be.  

Only the rare few who like dramatic shows will grab a hold of some 

happening in the Church which he or she perceives as bad and make 

that his or her reason for leaving.  Most just little by little allow 

themselves to get out of the habit.  This week they are pulled away by 

a soccer match, then it’s an entertainment event they really want to 

attend.  Then they have a cold and didn’t feel up to it.  Then they were 

out of town and it’s such a hassle finding a Mass when traveling.  It’s 

raining this morning.  Today I want waffles for breakfast.  The kids 

want to go hiking.  And before you know it, there’s no habit of 

practicing faith and attending Mass.  And there’s nothing in the culture 

to support such a habit.  It has to be a personal conscious choice.   

Friends, we are at a crossroads.  Do you stand with Christ or not?  Are 

you a disciple or not?  In our culture, that question needs to be 

answered and the commitment reinforced daily; sometimes several 

times a day.  Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  You have to 

choose to believe that. 


