
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time – Word of God Sunday  OLOS, January 22, 2022 
 

Fr. Paul Gebhardt  1 
 

 The Church celebrates this weekend as Word of God Sunday, a time to 

we emphasize the importance of Holy Scripture both in our worship and in our 

spiritual lives.  It’s because of our readings today that the Church chose this 

weekend.   The Jewish people freshly home from exile in Babylon hear for the 

first time as a free people the Book of the Law of God read aloud.  Exactly 

what was read is unclear but it probably included the Abraham, Joseph and 

Exodus stories which would retell how the Hebrew people became a people 

chosen by God and led out of slavery in Egypt.  These would have been part of 

the scroll of the law.  And the people certainly made the connection between 

their recent freedom from Babylon and the Exodus event, evidenced by the 

emotion and weeping.  If you want to know more about the Law also called 

the Law of Moses or the Torah, take Deacon Jack’s Bible classes. 

 In our Gospel, Jesus arrives in Nazareth immediately after his baptism by 

John and the temptation in the desert, and makes this proclamation about 

himself and about the time acceptable to God.  While many of his listeners 

heard it as outrageous posturing, we know the rest of the story and know it is 

the long-awaited Good News spoken by the Word of God himself.   

The story of the Ezra reading the Scriptures, Jesus reading from Scripture 

and Jesus being the Word of God make these the perfect readings for Word of 

God Sunday.  If you want to know more about Holy Scripture, the Old or New 

Testament and why they are called that, take Deacon Jack’s Bible study 

classes. 

 Christians who are not familiar with Catholic worship who happen to 

attend a Mass, Baptism or wedding often comment on how much Scripture is 

used in our services either as passages from the Bible or references to 

Scripture.  Catholics who hadn’t been but become familiar with Scripture 

often make the same comment; for example, those who take Deacon Jack’s 

Bible study classes.  (Yes, insert another shameless commercial here.)   
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 The centrality of Scripture in our rituals shouldn’t be surprising.  The 

teaching of Jesus and the stories of our faith are the foundation stones of our 

beliefs.  These form the jumping off points for all we do as Christians and as a 

Church.  However, Scripture is central, but it is not all we do.  Some Christians 

contend that everything about faith has to be in the Bible.  We do not believe 

this. The Sola-Scriptura argument, as it is called, is for us a non-issue.  I’m 

going to talk about this, but with a disclaimer.  I don’t think it’s productive to 

debate with other Christians about which is right.   Neither is likely to convert 

the other and it presents a bad public image.  If you were to walk into a store 

and the people behind the counter were engaged in a heated discussion, 

unless you really needed what they were selling you would probably walk 

right out again.  The non-Christian is the one who just walked in on your 

heated discussion.  Enough said?  Now, F.Y.I. 

The big objection in Sola Scriptura is the Mass and Sacraments are not in 

the Bible.  That’s not entirely true; however, granting it for the moment, we 

are told time and again in Scripture to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and 

be healing for the sick.  Scripture doesn’t bother with instructions on how to 

farm or cook, how to sew or tan hides, or how to make medicines.  It assumes 

we either have some practical knowledge or can figure it out for ourselves.  

The same is true of early Christian practices, such as what Christians do when 

they gather to worship.  The Act of the Apostles tells us that Christianity 

spread, not by people reading books about it, but by actual Christians coming 

to a town, preaching and showing new Christians how to do Christian worship, 

direct telling and passing things on.  There’s no need to write that down, 

especially when only some could read and write and writing materials were 

very expensive.   The few examples we have describing early Christian “Mass” 

seem to have been written for non-believers or other purposes than a “how 

to” manual. 
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 Getting back to the original point, Scripture is one of the two pillars or 

foundational columns of our Faith.  If something new comes along, one of the 

criteria it is subjected to is, whether it is compatible with Scripture, especially 

the Gospels.  The second pillar is Tradition, that is, what the Church has always 

taught and/or practiced.  And if you’re wondering if Tradition should be 

accounted such high importance, here are three reasons.  First, anything in 

the Tradition has already passed the test of being compatible with the 

Gospels.  Second, to become “Tradition” a thing has to withstand the test of 

time and prove useful and true in every time and every place, for centuries; 

for example our beliefs about Mary.  And third, Scripture itself argues for the 

development of Tradition.  In the Gospel of John Chapter 16, verses 12 - 14 

Jesus tells the disciples, “I have much more to tell you, but you cannot bear it 

now.  But when he comes, the Spirit of truth, he will guide you to all truth. He 

will not speak on his own, but he will speak what he hears, and will declare to 

you the things that are coming.  He will glorify me, because he will take from 

what is mine and declare it to you.”  The Tradition of the Church could be said 

to be the record of this continuing revelation of the Will of God for his people. 

 So it would seem that God is never finished speaking to his people.  That 

is true of the Church as a whole and to each of us as beloved sons and 

daughters.  God speaks in Tradition, in the events of our lives and in Scripture.  

It’s a living and a wondrous and mysterious Faith.  A Scripture passage I read 

as a young man meant one things, the same passage spoke a different wisdom 

when I was 30, and still a deeper truth when I was 45, and astounds we with a 

still greater depth of meaning now that I am 60.  I believe this will be true no 

matter how old I get.  The reason for this is, it’s the Word of God.  God speaks 

to us, revealing His own thoughts and His own Self when we read the Bible.  

God is infinite and can show us infinite sides of Himself.  That window on the 

infinite God is waiting for us if we are willing to slow down and quite down 

enough to receive what God wants to show us. 


