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Today we hear Luke’s detailed account of the call of Simon and other 

disciples at the Sea of Galilee at the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. 

Like Simon, whose name hasn’t yet been changed to Peter, I hope we all 

heard an invitation to “put out a short distance.” And, if we keep listening - at our 

liturgies, in our prayer, during the very act of serving others - we will hear another 

call to “put out into deep water.” When we hear that voice and respond, we become 

one of Simon’s companions as a disciple of Jesus. 

“Put out into the deep” is a phrase that Pope St. John Paul II loved. In Latin 

it is “duc in altum!” This is Jesus’ command to Simon, and it remains his will for 

the entire church - that’s us! Yes, we are facing a hostile culture. Yes, we might 

have been laboring for years and don’t seem to have gotten anywhere. But it’s our 

call. 

Many of us can identify with Simon. We all have something we have 

worked hard at that still keeps us up at night. In Simon’s response to Jesus, we can 

hear our own voice of fatigue and frustration. 

Did you ever notice with Jesus that it’s one step at a time - not a sudden 

jump into full-blown discipleship. Even in this story - Simon already knows Jesus, 

and is asked to put his boat a “short distance” from the shore. Then Simon is asked 

to go into “deep water.” Fishermen don’t like carpenters to tell them how to fish. 

But Simon recognizes his unworthiness in the presence of Jesus, so he obeys him. 

Humility and obedience are the two virtues that Simon shows us. 

Someone who fishes regularly has to have certain qualities in order to be 

successful at it. You have to be observant - to pay attention to your surroundings - 

the weather and the water, or you’re never going to be good at it. 

You also have to be patient. There are no “quick fixes” when you go out to 

fish. You have to be willing to go out and spend hours catching nothing. That’s 

persistence - it’s just part of what it means to be a fisherman. Sometimes you don’t 

catch anything and there’s nothing you can do about it. And if you just give up, 

then you’ll never be a good fisherman. 

And then, most importantly of all, fisherman, like all other farmers and 

people who work the land, have to rely on God. Whether the fish bite or not is 

really out of your control. You can’t control it. You can’t force the fish to bite; you 

can’t force them to be abundant. It’s really up to God. So there’s a certain 

dependency on God that’s distinctive to the fisherman’s trade. 

Like Simon, if we are going to be disciples of Jesus, we have to pay 

attention to the people and places around us. We have to be patient and recognize 

that we can go and plant the seeds, but they’re not going to grow everywhere. Jesus 

himself was rejected in many towns. 

Like Simon, we are called to go out and make disciples. I know that sounds 

like too much. I can hear you saying: Jack, I’m here at church, ain’t that enough? 
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And I’ve got the kids here - with their shoes on. But folks, just like today’s Gospel, 

this is only the shallow water.  

All I hope that you hear clearly the words: “Do not be afraid.” Forget about 

yourself and ask somebody else to come here to worship with us. Look around - 

there’s room for more. This is how “right worship” is done. 

Jesus himself performs a miracle to reveal to Simon what exactly his 

mission is going to be. It’s not really about the fish at the end of the day. It’s about 

the grace from Jesus that’s going to operate through Simon, and through us as his 

Church, to bring other souls into the kingdom of God. 

Here today, Jesus performs a miracle to fortify us for our mission. Receiving 

the Eucharist here at Mass should reignite our hearts with love for God and one 

another, and provide us with the fuel to fulfill our mission as the Church. 

But Jack, how can I bring others to worship here when this Beacons of Light 

thing might change everything? Do you think Simon and the others dealt with 

uncertainty and change? Nod your heads. We are his instruments, but it’s his grace 

that’s operating. And whatever Beacons of Light brings us, the Eucharist will be at 

the center of parish life. 

Our first reading is from Isaiah. Eight centuries before Jesus. The book of 

Isaiah goes on to describe God telling Isaiah, “I’m going to send you to proclaim to 

a wicked people whose hearts have grown dull and whose ears have grown 

closed.” Some things don’t change. That’s your mission, too. 

Both Isaiah and Peter are struck by their uncleanness and sinfulness when 

they realize that they are in the presence of the Almighty. Yet both of them are 

called by God to perform a mission of proclaiming the word of God to the people 

of God. Through our Baptism, we are all called to bring others to become disciples 

of Jesus.  

I can hear you saying: “Jack, why don’t you take care of this?” I hope you 

all know that I’m a volunteer here, just like so many of you. At the end of Mass 

when I say: “Go forth, the Mass is ended,” please hear me saying: “Get out of here 

- you’ve seen the miracle and Jesus is now in you. Let’s get back to our mission of 

finding more disciples.” 

Even with a hostile culture and our years of faithful labor with no apparent 

catch - none of that can prevent the Lord from delivering a full net. If we fail to 

rise to his challenge and don’t obey his command to put out into the deep, it won’t 

happen. So let’s go fishing. In the deep water. Out there. Amen? 

 

 

- Deacon Jack Schaefer 


