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The owner of vineyard came looking for figs on his fig tree.  That seems a reasonable 
enough expectation.  He didn’t expect it to produce onions or peaches or watermelons.  It’s a 
fig tree. He just wants it to produce figs.  If it isn’t producing figs, it’s uselessly burning up 
resources that could be put to better purposes.  We human beings are made in the image and 
likeness of God.  We are meant to love and to do good reflecting our heavenly Father.  Think for 
a moment how much of your waking life last week was spent in ways that reflect the love and 
goodness of your heavenly Father verses how much was spent on selfish or worldly pursuits 
that never gave a thought to God.  As Jesus said, unless you repent you will all perish.   

All of us are that tree given the last season to bear good fruit.  God doesn’t expect us to 
anything except what our own natures call us to do and he’s pretty tolerant as he waits for us 
to get around to doing it.  He gives us everything we need including the teachings and life and 
spirit of his own Son.  Jesus is the gardener; the Gospels and the teachings of the church and 
the saints are the extra care the parable talks about.  Either we flourish and produce the deeds 
of love and goodness that reflect our heavenly Father, or we are just burning resources 
uselessly. 

“O but we are here in church, we attend Mass each week.”  That’s good and 
necessary.  But that’s not a love and goodness as much as a part of the enriching care of the 
master gardener.  Our praise and worship of God is an act of love and goodness, and then we 
are nourished by the Word of God in the readings and Gospel of the day, and we receive 
Christ’s own life when we receive the Eucharist.  For the act of praise and worship we give, we 
are given far more in return. 

So, our acts of love and goodness must extend beyond the church.  From wherever you 
find yourself today in your journey toward being as perfect a reflection of God the Father as 
you can be, you have to take the next step from there.  Some of us need to take the initial steps 
of getting our own hearts and minds pointed in the right direction.  What I mean by that is, 
there may be certain attitudes like racism or being judgmental that keep us from an attitude of 
love.  We also may be bound by a condition or a pattern of sin that keeps us stuck in evil and 
unable to embrace goodness as we should.  Most notable are the deadly sins of lust, gluttony or 
unrestrained consumption, greed, sloth or lazy unproductiveness, wrath or violent or 
consuming anger, envy, and pride, pride that raises oneself over others.  However, a condition 
like depression that causes a person to perceive everything especially about him or herself in a 
negative light, can make it very difficult to see any good in oneself or in the world, and 
therefore very difficult to see or find God.  Treating the condition or getting some control of the 
rampant sin may be a first step.  I can’t begin to talk in a homily about all the different 
problematic attitudes, sins or conditions.  Do an internet search or several.  Read articles and 
books on your particular trouble.  Expect that it will take some time, effort and prayer rather 
than a quick fix. 

But there is no totally smooth sailing after the initial steps.  The spiritual journey even as 
described by the great saints is something of a rollercoaster pattern of spiritual highs followed 
by spiritual lows.  The wise disciple uses the good times to prepare so that he or she can 
weather the spiritually low times.  One of the best tools for weathering the lows is 
remembering that the love of God is always with us and that the low time will pass eventually, 
and keep praying.   

Returning to the Gospel image, another thing to guard against is the temptation to 
settle for producing one huge, prize fruit.   We’ve all seen the enormous prizewinning pumpkin 
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that has to be delivered to the fair on trailer.  But what do you do with such an enormous 
pumpkin?  What I’ve heard from those who make pumpkin pies from scratch is that large 
pumpkins tend to be woody and lack flavor; smaller is better.  Beyond seeds, all the resources 
that went into growing such a pumpkin will go to waste.  It’s the same with deeds of love and 
goodness.  We each should do what we can, when we can.  However, we shouldn’t do that one 
big good deed that we put on display for others to see and say “I’m finished.”   As Jesus said of 
those who like to be seen praying on the street corner, they already have their reward.  It is 
much better to produce many acts of goodness, charity and kindness that feed, clothe and 
uplift many others on a daily, or at least weekly basis.  Rather than the one prize fruit that will 
eventually go to waste.  Many good deeds are like clusters of smaller fruit that will actually feed 
people and in the process produce repentance, that is change us to be more reflective of our 
heavenly Father, and save our lives to eternity.  Repent.  Love and do good, like your heavenly 
Father.  It’s what you were made to do.  Amen? 
 


