
Fourth Sunday of Lent C 
Josh 5:9a, 10-12; 2 Cor 5:17-21; Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 

March 27, 2022 
 

   The parable in today’s Gospel is a condensed story that teaches us about the Kingdom of 

God. It is not just a good story for our entertainment; it is a demanding challenge to the 

disciples, to Luke’s community, and to us on this Sunday of Lent. 

   The parables Jesus used are a wonderful witness to the incarnation, for they reveal an 

understanding God, and the Kingdom of God, from the ordinary circumstances of life. In a very 

real sense, our stories are a part of the gospel story. This was true at the time of Jesus, and it is 

true today.  We can see this in the following newspaper story from a few years ago. 

After being gone for nearly a month, a 17 year-old girl returned 

home Sunday. Jane Doe, who disappeared February 19th, called a family acquaintance from the 

bus station in Ogden, Utah, asking if they would come pick her up. She has refused to say 

where she was and her mother said she has lost a lot of weight. Her parents, who feared  Jane 

would commit suicide, were relieved to have her home. 

“I feel like the weight of the world has been lifted off my shoulders,” 

her mother said. “I absolutely thought my heart was going to quit when 

we got that phone call. I could hardly breathe. I ran out of the house 

without my car keys.” 

 

   God is like that. God is like a mother who, when her runaway daughter calls from the bus 

station, runs out of the house, breathless, so overjoyed she forgets her car keys. God does not 

sit on a far away throne waiting for us to come back; he runs out to meet us, like the father in the 

parable, like the mother in the news story. 

   But there are two other actors in the parable – the elder son and the younger son. Together, 

they teach us something about the Kingdom of God. 

   The elder son seems a bit self-righteous. He has kept all the rules and has served his father 

faithfully. But his attitude is one of anger, resentment, and bitterness. 

   We meet elder sons quite often. I had lunch with such a person one day. He was a Catholic; a 

well educated man, and in a sense, a religious man. But he had an obsessively (hyper) critical 

attitude toward the Catholic Church. Throughout our conversation, he became increasingly 
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hostile of the Church for not living up to the standards of the gospel, which he presumably 

observed. He was critical of the archdiocese, of his parish, of priests and bishops. 

   This man was to me the elder son. A seemingly good (righteous, virtuous) man, but a man so 

obsessed with the perceived failings of others that it was disturbing to be around him. 

   If we are honest with ourselves, we have to admit that there is some of the elder son in all of 

us. We all have our times when we are judgmental and narrow-minded toward those we 

perceive to be sinners. 

   In the parable the father does not condemn or even criticize the elder son for his attitude, any 

more than he condemns or criticizes the younger son.  

He accepts him too and assures him that his righteousness will be rewarded. The father says, 

“My son, you are here with me always, everything I have is yours.” That is what the Kingdom of 

God is like. Both sons are welcome at the great party the father is hosting. 

   If there is one thing that characterizes the elder son, it is an absence of joy; in fact the father 

has to plead with him to rejoice. Father Teilhard de Chardin, the French philosopher and Jesuit 

priest, said that: “joy is the surest sign of the presence of God.” 

   Why is joy absent from the elder son, and from us at times? Our lack of joy may come from 

our refusal to see that in many ways we are also like the younger son.  

  Like the daughter in the news article, and the younger son in the parable, we too, have run 

away at times, lost weight, perhaps even approached spiritual death. In some ways we have 

squandered (wasted) our inheritance as sons and daughters of God. Each of us has missed the 

mark, failed to achieve fully the purpose for which we were created. 

   Yet, every time we turn back, God runs out to meet us.  

   St. Paul, in the second reading today writes, “Be reconciled to God.” The Church gives us that 

opportunity. Each time we come to Mass, there is an opportunity for reconciliation with God and 

with the community. The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered on weekends at most parishes, 

and during Advent and Lent at Parish Reconciliation Services, offering each of us the 

opportunity to “Turn back” and receive the Father’s welcome. 

  God is waiting for our phone call. God waits in anticipation; and when the call is made, God 

runs out to meet us, like a mother, so excited at our call, she forgets her car keys. 
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