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We’ve been reading from the Gospel of Luke throughout ordinary time and Lent up to 

this point. But the Church takes important passages from John and scatters them throughout the 

three-year cycle of gospel readings, especially during Lent and Easter. Today we hear the story 

of Jesus and the woman caught in adultery. 

The Pharisees and the scribes bring before him a woman but the man, who is obviously 

guilty as well, isn’t in this open courtroom. This is a very public place, where teachers and rabbis 

and scribes and Pharisees would gather to discuss the law and to teach about the Torah. 

She has to deal with the penalty for adultery, which in the Law of Moses, is death by 

stoning. She’s violated one of the Ten Commandments, and in the Mosaic Law, a grave violation 

of any one of the Ten Commandments is punishable by death. 

John tells us that they’re doing this to put Jesus to the test, so that they might have a 

charge to bring against him. Either he gets in trouble with the Jewish authorities for being a 

breaker of the Mosaic Law, or he gets in trouble with the Roman authorities for breaking Roman 

law. 

They’re putting him between a rock and a hard place. If he says, “Don’t stone her, let her 

go”, he would be accused of violating the Law of Moses. If he says “Stone her to death” in this 

very public place, he would be accused of violating Roman law, because Roman law took away 

the authority of the Jewish leaders to execute anyone. Capital cases had to be brought before the 

Roman procurator. 

Jesus responds to them by writing in the dirt. That’s a weird response. And John tells us 

that Jesus did it twice. So that gesture is meant to draw our attention. Lots of people have 

theories about what Jesus was writing in the dirt. In the past week, that was one of the reflection 

questions in our Small Church Communities. And I don’t know the answer. 

What matters for us is Jesus springs the trap on them. “Let the one among you who is 

without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” They are unable to force him into breaking 

Mosaic Law or breaking Roman law. Jesus creates the situation where there aren’t two witnesses 

there to testify against her. Mosaic Law required two witnesses for someone to be put to death. 

So Jesus says to her, “Neither do I condemn you” and then his final words, “Go, and from 

now on do not sin any more.” He calls her to repent, to change her life, to turn away from her life 

of adultery and to not commit that sin again. It is a beautiful story of divine mercy, and also the 

call to change one’s life, and that is what the Lenten Season is all about. 

Adultery not only violates the Ten Commandments, it breaks the marital covenant. It 

destroys families. It destroys homes. Think of all the human pain and suffering and tears and 

heartache and children who’ve been hurt by the sin of adultery. It’s a very serious sin. How can 

Jesus just let the woman go and say, “Go and sin no more?” 

St. Augustine, back in the early Fifth Century looked at this passage, and this is what he 

said: 

“Look at the way our Lord’s answer upheld justice without forgoing clemency. He was 

not caught in the scare his enemies had laid for him - it is they themselves who were caught in it. 

He did not say the woman should not be stoned, for then it would look as though he were 

opposing the law. But he had no intention of saying: ‘Let her be stoned,’ because he came not to 

destroy those he found, but to seek those who were lost. Mark his reply. It contains justice, 

clemency, and truth in full measure. What is this, Lord, are you giving approval to immorality? 

Not at all. Take note of what follows. Jesus said “Go and sin no more.” You see then that the 

Lord does indeed pass sentence, but it is sin he condemns, not people. One who would have 

approved of immorality would have said: ‘Neither will I condemn you. Go and live as you 
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please; you can be sure that I will acquit you. However much you sin, I will release you from all 

penalty, and from the tortures of hell and the underworld.’ He did not say that. He said: ‘Neither 

will I condemn you’ meaning that you need have no fear of the past, but beware of what you do 

in the future. ‘Neither will I condemn you’ meaning that I have blotted out what you have done; 

now observe what I have commanded, in order to obtain what I have promised.” 

The church and the successors of Saint Peter get a lot of grief in our modern age because 

they continue to maintain Jesus’ teaching even in the face of a society calling for change. In 

today’s Gospel we see Jesus maintaining his teaching on sexual morality while showing us his 

inexhaustible willingness to forgive, heal and restore. 

So, for all of us, remember this: what’s past is past. The Lord does not condemn you for 

what you have done. Now, go, sin no more and live a new life in Christ, through the graces of 

confession, so we can enter into the Easter season turning away from sin and turning our hearts 

and our minds to God. Our Lenten Penance Service is this Wednesday at 7 pm here at Our Lady 

of Sorrows. Amen? 

 
Thanks to Brant Pitre, John Bergsma and St. Augustine. 

 
 

- Deacon Jack Schaefer 
 
 


