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This Sunday the church celebrates one of the great feasts of the liturgical year. You could 

call it the feast of the Holy Spirit because it's the celebration of the gift of the Spirit to the 

Apostles on the Feast of Pentecost. 

Pentecost was a Jewish festival before it became a Christian festival. In Jewish tradition, 

Pentecost was the memorial of arriving at Mount Sinai and receiving the law - the 10 

Commandments - from God. It was a joyful harvest festival, celebrating what God has provided. 

Did you ever hear the words: “God will provide” or “God provides?” They might sound 

like empty phrases that don’t really mean much. But if you look back in our faith tradition for 

thousands of years, God provided all that we humans needed in the Garden of Eden. But Adam 

and Eve wanted more. When Israel was led from Egypt to the promised land, God provided 

guidance and food and water. The people complained. 

Throughout history, we humans usually don’t think about the water, air and abundance of 

foods that just happen to be available for our use on this planet. And don’t get me started on the 

awesome variety of materials, minerals and fuels that God has provided for our use on this 

planet. 

In his time with us, Jesus showed us that God provides: wine at the wedding of Cana, fish 

and bread to thousands at a time, and with his institution of the Eucharist for our spiritual food. 

And God continues to provide after Jesus’ ascension. He sends his Holy Spirit. Unfortunately, 

most of us view the Holy Spirit as a “theological concept and doctrinal tenet to which we profess 

belief.” 

But the Holy Spirit is an active power and presence in our lives. There are not quite a 

hundred references to the Holy Spirit in the New Testament that describe some action. The Spirit 

was given to sanctify, to comfort, to teach, to guide, to give, to empower, and to send us on our 

mission. The Holy Spirit is even at work in those who have not been baptized – the Spirit is 

trying to us all to Jesus – to a divine destiny, if only we will notice the call, accept it, and live it. 

The Spirit is always active in our lives, but our relationship with the Holy Spirit is also 

dependent upon our actions. We are called to actively receive, believe, be filled with, and yield 

to the Holy Spirit. Our relationship with the Holy Spirit either enables that Spirit to have a 

growing influence in our life, or we can ignore the Spirit’s influence in our life. And that really is 

the question we should ask ourselves this Pentecost: “Am I more in tune with and yielding to the 

Holy Spirit’s influence in my life today than I was a year ago?” 

Well this is where Catholicism triumphs over hundreds of man-made religions. Through 

the promise of confession and forgiveness, our slate can be wiped clean. All we need to do is to 

open ourselves up, believe, receive, yield, and he will fulfill his part: to sanctify, to comfort, to 

teach, to guide, to give, to empower, and to send us on our mission. Staying tuned-in to the Holy 

Spirit every day through openness and prayer, we can live an ongoing Pentecost experience 

where the Spirit’s power and presence becomes more real and active in our life. 

When Jesus breathes on the disciples and gives them the gifts of the Holy Spirit, he isn’t 

simply giving them the power to forgive and retain sins, he also commissions them with the 

same mission that Jesus had - the mission of the Church - the mission of bringing the good news 

to the world.  

The Catechism says it's precisely that power, that grace that the Apostles received at 

Pentecost, which is the same grace that we receive in the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

If you look at all the readings we have had for today, whether it's John 20 when Jesus 

breathes on the disciples and sends them out on mission, or whether it's Acts 2 when the Holy 

Spirit descends in tongues of fire and God provides them with the ability to proclaim, all of the 
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readings for today are focused on how the Holy Spirit provides us with the power and the grace 

to be sent on mission, to go out and bear witness to Jesus in our lives and in our community. If 

we allow the Holy Spirit to grow in our lives, it will change our thoughts, our feelings and our 

actions so that we can follow God’s will in our lives. 

How do we invite and work with the Holy Spirit in our lives? Throughout the day, we 

could chant that beautiful sequence that Joe and the choir sang before the Gospel. Or, if that’s 

too much, we could simply pray the prayer that Fr. Paul used at the end of his homily last 

weekend: “Come, Holy Spirit.” He said it in Latin: “Veni Sancte Spiritus.” 

During the Eucharistic Prayer, you will hear Fr. Stephen ask God to send down his Spirit 

on the gifts of bread and wine to make them holy. When the Spirit shows up, I kneel down. 

Although the Easter season now comes to an end, today we celebrate the beginning of our 

mission, knowing that God provides. God provides us with the Holy Spirit, so that when the 

Mass is ended, we can go forth and share the Gospel every day as part of our ordinary lives as 

Catholic Christians. 

Amen? 
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