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Homily 14-OT-C 

It’s July. Welcome to Phase 1 of Beacons of Light. Too many people say that the changes 

we will see over the next 5 years just a response to fewer available priests. Well, our new family 

has 3 priests, just like before. The basic goal of these changes is to make the resulting single 

parish stronger, with more resources to focus on our mission. 

What is our mission? It hasn’t changed since Jesus was here. Luke’s Gospel today tells of 

Jesus appointing, instructing and sending seventy-two of his disciples out in pairs to labor in the 

field and proclaim the kingdom of God. 

The proclamation of the Gospel to all peoples is at the heart of the church’s mission. In 

addition to the preaching of the Gospel, the witness of the Christian life and the formation of 

community make up the foundation. 

The “Mission Statement” of our parish for the past 16 years is: “Our mission, with the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit, is to proclaim and live Christ’s message of love and service, within 

our parish and in the larger, world community.” 

Jesus sends us out into a de-Christianized culture that surrounds us to bring all those 

willing to listen to the Good News. Whatb is the Good News? The Good News is that God took 

2000 years – from the time of Abraham - to prepare the chosen people of Israel to serve as a 

landing spot for his son, Jesus of Nazareth. That’s why we celebrate Christmas! Jesus showed us 

how to live out the will of God in our lives, and he died to redeem us, to free us from fear of 

death, and to show us the sacraments as the way we can reconnect to God throughout our lives. 

Jesus calls us to spread this Good News to every household. More Good News is that we are 

blessed to live in a country that still preserves our freedom, including the freedom to practice our 

Catholic faith. On this 4th of July weekend, we celebrate freedom as a gift that must never be 

taken for granted. 

Our mission hasn’t changed. Jesus’ Church – the Catholic Church - exists in order to 

invite all to hear the Gospel – the Good News. When you go to spread this Good News – Jesus 

tells us to travel light. Not with stacks of books – not even our i-phone. When words are called 

for, we talk about what we believe - how this Catholic thing works for us. We do not have to 

know everything about what we believe. We do need to know why we have faith. Our own 

personal story isn’t written in books or on web sites. We express our beliefs in all of our day-to-

day activities. 

I entered the Christian life through the sacraments of Christian initiation as a little dude. 

Over almost 70 years, I have been nourished by my various parish communities in living the 

Christian life. I recognize and accept the responsibility to participate in the mission of the 

Church. 

And that mission continues today, because as baptized disciples of Jesus, this assembly is 

part of the ministerial priesthood - not ordained - but also called, appointed, instructed and sent 

with Jesus’ authority. 

We are sent to engage our little corner of the world to proclaim the kingdom. We are sent 

like lambs among the wolves of social media, political correctness and a secular culture of death. 

We are sent to bring the Good News that comes with experiencing the fullness of God’s 

presence. And like the early disciples, we are not sent alone - we have the Church as mother. Our 

first reading tells us that God and his Church is like a loving mother, who will give us peace by 

bringing us home and comforting us. 

With the coming of Jesus and the Eucharist, the fullness of God’s presence – the most 

that we can experience this side of heaven - is ours at every Eucharist. Other forms of worship 

fall short. The fullness of God’s presence is at Catholic Mass - hearing the Word of God, taking 

God’s word into our hearts, in offering our lives to God and in taking his body and blood into our 

bodies. 



 2 

All of us, by our Baptism, are called to get the rest of our world ready to experience the 

fullness of Jesus’ presence in this way. Jesus tells us to let nothing get in the way of that 

message. 

This total commitment to Jesus isn’t just for priests or nuns, religious or bishops, it’s for 

every baptized person. Every baptized person is called to keep Jesus first in their lives, and not to 

let any human relationship or any earthly stuff get in the way of following him. 

What is this going to look like in your life? Well today’s Gospel teaches us is this: 

whatever your state of life, you live out your discipleship by putting nothing, absolutely nothing, 

ahead of Jesus. 

And you are sent out to your community, your workplace and your school to prepare your 

world for the fullness of his presence here at the Eucharist. At Mass. The more you know about 

it, the more you can realize the joy available through this encounter with Jesus. Jesus makes it 

clear that the true source of joy is God, and God alone. God shares his all-powerful word with us 

and he commissions us to speak it boldly and plainly to others. That is our mission. That is what 

Beacons of Light is all about. 

Amen? 

 

 

- Deacon Jack Schaefer 

 


