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The first reading recalls the faith and trust of the people on the night of the Passover. 
What does that have to do with the gospel for today? If you’re a 1st century Jew, there was this 

idea that when the Messiah came back, it would be on Passover night. So Jesus, when he gives 

the Apostles their instructions on being ready, mentions elements of the Passover. In the Old 

Testament, God tells the people: “Eat the Passover lamb standing and with your loins girded, so 

you can be ready to depart from Egypt when the Passover takes place - when the moment comes 

for you to be set free.” 

In Jesus’ day, if a person was about to travel, they would not let their undercloak hang 

loose. They would tie it up so that they could walk, travel or run more easily. And at night, a 

good servant would keep a lamp lit so that when the master came home in the dark he could see 

his way. 

So these Passover images and the mention of the sacrifice of a lamb are behind Jesus’ 

teaching. Both the first reading and the Gospel are about being ready for the deliverance and the 

salvation that God is going to bring us. 

In the Gospel, Jesus tells a parable of the late return of the master of the household, who 

expects his servants to be ready for his return. Jesus always had something unusual in his 

parables. For example, no first-century Jewish father would treat a prodigal son that way. No 

first century shepherd would leave 99 sheep to find a lost one. No first century Jewish master of 

the household would put on an apron to serve his staff when he arrives late. So this unusual 

master is always God! 

The second parable - a Thief in the Night - has the same basic meaning. But he adds 

another twist. It’s one thing to be waiting for your spouse or your child to return home at night. 

But it’s very different if someone calls you and says “tonight, your house is going to be broken 

into.” Are you going to be able to sleep that night? Well, you’re not even going to be able to rest. 

You’ll have a lot of anxiety about this thief’s arrival. 

So yes, this is a reminder for us to be vigilant. Jesus encourages us, as his disciples, to be 

prepared for his return. It’s also a reminder, as his disciples, for us to be persistent in our service 

to others – for us to be the good servant. When we are, we can be assured that the Lord is in our 

very midst. 

Whether you’re helping families searching for a home through Interfaith Hospitality 

Network, now called Family Promise, or collecting baby items for the Community Pregnancy 

Center, or preparing lunches or collecting shoes for kids in the Summer Lunch Program, or 

delivering holiday boxes to clients of Middletown Choice Market - when you do these things, the 

master does return, with a towel around his waist, to join you in your service. 

And Jesus also comes to serve his disciples at this Eucharist where he feeds us his very 

life in his word and in the bread. But, according to the parable, he will also show up at times we 

don’t expect him - to enable us to serve him in our ministries, among our fellow students and 

coworkers, and at our family dinner table, where his Spirit provides wisdom and sustains our 

desire to be his alert and faithful witnesses. 

The Letter to the Hebrews gives us a working definition of faith and it gives us multiple 

examples of what faith looks like from the Old Testament - from the saints of the old covenant. 

Abraham is a great example. His faith leads him to an initial act of obedience to journey 

to the Promised Land and to live in the land that God promised would belong to him, and to 

patiently wait for God to give him that land. So faith involves obedience. It also involves 

patience. It also involves hope. 

Sarah is also a great example. Her faith was visible in her belief that even though she was 

past her child-bearing years, that if God told her he was going to give her a child, he would be 

faithful to that promise, and she would actually be able to conceive. Sarah is a powerful witness 

to the obedience of faith or patience or hope, looking for something unseen. 
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It's hard to define faith because there's a multifaceted dimension to each of the virtues. 

And the Greek word for faith can also mean belief or fidelity or faithfulness. My faith tells me 

that there are invisible heavenly realities that I can't see, but I still have the conviction that 

they're true - that they exist - that they're real. So however you translate it, faith is a belief or a 

trust or an assurance, that things that God has promised, that I don't yet possess, I will one day 

receive. Faith is a belief or a trust or an assurance that realities that I can’t see through my eyes 

are in fact real, and my faith tells me that they are real, that they are true. 

Both the creed we will soon profess and today's Gospel leave no doubt: When we die, we 

will have to account for every moment of our lives. What did we do with the gifts we were 

given? What did we fail to do? 

But Jack, I’m not even ready for summer to be over and I’m not even close to being 

ready for the new school year. I’m surely not ready to meet the Lord! How can I be a good 

servant? 

If your faith is leading you to serve others, our new Family of Parishes are designed to be 

communities of charity and justice, serving those most in need. Keep an eye of our digital 

platforms and our bulletins for new opportunities. If you want to grow in faith, our Bible Study 

will return next month - sign-ups begin next weekend. If you want to grow in faith, our Small 

Church Communities also resume next month - sign-ups begin next weekend. 

Today’s Gospel tells us that the Master will surprise ordinary servants just doing the best 

they can. 

So get to work! Amen? 

With thanks to Brant Pitre and Jude Siciliano, O.P. 
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