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  Today’s Gospel may be called the Gospel of the “lost and found.” There is the coin that was 

lost and found, the sheep that was lost and found and the son who was lost and found. The 

story of the prodigal son is one of the most famous and loved of Jesus’ stories. It is the story of 

rebellion, repentance, forgiveness and grace. This story shines light in many directions. We 

could focus on the forgiving father who represents God. We could reflect on the wasteful or 

prodigal son who represents all of us. We could dwell on the elder brother. 

  Even though he gets the least space in this story from Jesus, the elder brother is the axis of 

the parable because the parable is really about him and his resentment of the father’s 

welcoming back the prodigal son. Recall the occasion of the parable. Some Pharisees and 

Scribes were complaining that Jesus was welcoming sinners and dining with them. In the 

Gospel we heard, Jesus addressed this parable to them. 

  We all have heard many homilies on this parable. Let us go briefly beyond the parable to 

reflect on the “rest of the story” as they would say. The wasteful son realized his sin. He comes 

back and is welcomed by the father who throws a great feast because the lost son has returned, 

was lost and is found.  Is that the real end of the story? Does life go back to normal the next day 

as though nothing happened? Or does the son who returned now have some work to do?  

Doesn’t he have some bridge-building to do with the elder brother, with the other people on the 

estate, even rebuilding trust with his father? He has quite a bit of damage to repair. We call that 

reparation. 

  We can apply that to ourselves and the ways we sin. Suppose you or I steal Five-thousand 

dollars ($5000.00) from someone and then we realize our error and are truly sorrow. We go to 

confession and receive absolution. Is that it? Don’t we have some repair work to do such as 

returning the $5000.oo dollars with interest? Maybe we damage another’s reputation by 

spreading gossip, true or false. Then we are genuinely sorry. We go to confession and receive 

absolution. Is that it? Don’t we have some repair work to do to try to rehabilitate that person’s 

good name? Suppose we told a lie, big or small, that conveyed an untruth to another. We 

realize the injury we caused and are truly sorry. We go to confession and receive another 

absolution. Is that it? Don’t we have an obligation to correct the record? 



  (Suppose we damage property by making a big scratch on the side of someone’s car. Then we 

are really sorry. We go to confession and receive absolution. Is that it? Don’t we have some 

repair work to do to fix the scratch?) What if we cheat on our taxes? We realize we have 

cheated on what is owed the government and recognize our guilt. We go to confession and 

receive absolution. Is that it? Don’t we have an obligation to correct the record? Don’t we have 

an obligation to make good on the taxes we didn’t pay? 

  So often it happens that we omit this responsibility to repair the damage we have done.  

We believe that if we are genuinely sorry for what we have done, that is the end of the story. We 

imagine sin to be only an internal event that has no consequences outside our soul. But it isn’t.  

We have an obligation to repair injustice, the wrong, the untruth we have introduced into the 

world. 

  Sometimes people will say they find themselves confessing the same sin repeatedly. Maybe 

that is because they have omitted the responsibility we have to repair the damage we have 

done and do the work of reparation. When we try to do that, we realize the serious and multiple 

impacts of our sin, of our departure from God and from Gospel living. 

  We also need to do that repair work to regain our self-respect as Christians. Suppose one 

spouse is unfaithful to another, then he or she repents and admits the infidelity. If their spouse 

says, “Oh, that’s OK. Forget about it,” wouldn’t we conclude that the spouse doesn’t care? The 

infidelity will probably happen again. 

  If we are really sorry, we will want to make reparation. We need to do repair work; if we don’t, 

the guilt, even though we have confessed it, eats away at our soul. Something is wrong. 

Something is missing. We carry it around like a tumor. When some people say that they cannot 

forgive themselves, it is because the repair work that we call “reparation” is missing.  

  The Catechism instructs us, “Absolution takes away sin, but it does not remedy all the disorder 

sin has caused. Raised up by sin, the sinner must still recover full spiritual health by doing 

something to make amends for the sin.” In other words, repairing the damage we do by sin is 

not only a natural necessity, but a spiritual one as well. 

  In today’s first reading, we have the aftermath of the incident in the Old Testament of the 

Hebrew people worshipping the Golden Calf.  

At Moses’ intercession, God did not put the people to death, but their entry into the Promised 

Land was delayed for years until their fidelity to God was truly repaired and renewed. In today’s 



second reading, St. Paul speaks about his early life as persecutor of the Church, how he was 

forgiven and made an apostle. Paul tried to make up for the harm done in those early years and 

to be worthy of God’s forgiveness by becoming a powerful and energetic apostle of the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ. 

  Maybe in the light of this parable of the prodigal son, we might look at what repair work we 

have yet to do for the sins we have committed and confessed.  

If our confessions seem flat and repetitious, the repair work of reparation can give them new 

meaning. If sin seems to us to be easy and even more easily forgiven, the repair work of 

reparation can help us see the real damage our sin can do. If we are looking to restore our self-

respect as Christians and take the Gospel seriously, the “repair work” of reparation is one key to 

making our new life in Jesus secure. 

  As with the prodigal son in today’s Gospel passage, confessing our sin and receiving 

forgiveness is not the end of the story. It is the beginning of a renewed life of repairing the 

damage we have done to others and to ourselves and in doing that, we will discover a new and 

true dignity in Jesus. 

  Forgiveness is not the end of the story. It is a new beginning. 
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