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Given at Holy Cross Church 
 

   In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells his disciples to pray and never lose heart. But, it appears that Jesus 

himself seem close to losing heart when he says, “When the Son of Man comes, will he find any faith on 

earth?” We all ask similar questions when we are having serious doubts about something. It would seem 

that Jesus’ words are meant, not only for his disciples, but also for himself. In reminding the disciples that 

God will never abandon the cry of his chosen ones, Jesus is also reassuring himself of his Father’s 

faithfulness. The message Jesus was preaching was in some ways radically new, so there were 

occasions when people were struggling to accept what he was saying, or even times when they rejected 

it completely. That was what happened, for example when he spoke about the Eucharist, telling his 

disciples that he would give them his flesh for food and his blood for drink. Many of the disciples could 

not accept this teaching, and walked away. We are told that Jesus on that occasion turned to the Twelve 

and asked, “Do you want to leave too?” 

   As we look around the world today and reflect on the state of Christian faith, we may be tempted to 

lose heart. The world is changing rapidly. There was a time when we used to speak of Christian 

countries, but today, it is hardly possible to speak of any countries as Christian. It seems every country is 

mission territory again. Nations where the Christian faith is integrated with the local culture seems to be a 

thing of the past. Many people have either discarded belief altogether, or, they pay only lip service to it, 

while living as if there is no God. A journalist, commenting not long ago on the growing expectation that 

scientists will soon be able to clone a human being, added the remark that, “then we will finally be able to 

do away with God.” 

   It seems to many people that the human race is coming of age today. We are now in charge of our own 

destiny. We believe we can create our own future, so many people believe that praying to God is a waste 

of time. (In light of that) As Christians we may sometimes feel like asking ourselves, as Jesus did, “When 

the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 

   The challenge and test of this situation is as Jesus said, not to lose heart. But it goes further than that – 

it is a challenge to deepen our faith for a superficial faith may not be sufficient to carry us through. The 

theologian, Karl Rahner, once wrote that, if faith is to survive in the modern world, it will have to come 

from the experience of God. We need to think about that.  How many of us can say we have experienced 

God? For many people, the Church is just an organization they have joined for the sake of getting to 

heaven, if they obey the rules. Experiencing God is not something they have ever thought about or 

wished for. And yet, the kind of faith that simply obeys the rules in order to get to heaven, has no life in it. 

   If we look around us with the eyes of faith, we will come to recognize the Spirit of God is indeed 

present and active in the world. (As we reflect on world events, we can see God’s plan in the sudden end 
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of the Soviet Union, and the unexpected end of apartheid in South Africa.) We can observe the work of 

the Spirit in the movements toward reconciliation and unity among nations and peoples in recent history. 

It is not that long ago that the countries of Europe were torn apart by war, yet today, they are working 

together in a close political union. We can also see the work of the Spirit in the growing awareness 

among people and governments of the demands of justice around the world, and in the acknowledgment 

by an increasing number of wealthy nations that they should help the poorer ones by excusing (remitting) 

their overwhelming (crushing) debts. 

   What about the presence of the Spirit in our lives?  

   Each of us need to develop a greater awareness for the signs (traces) of God’s presence in every area 

of human activity and experience. The language of God is the experience that God writes into our lives.  

   The deepest yearnings of our heart, our desire for love, our hopes for peace, our longing for community 

– these are messages from the God who made us this way. When we come to know ourselves more 

deeply, and become more aware of our relationship with God, we will become free to sense the 

movement of God in our lives. When we stay close to God, we will come to know our own truth – we will 

be able to distinguish between what is good for us and what would destroy us. We will recognize the 

touch of the Spirit in the things that produce peace and joy within us. 

   The struggle for faith has not been lost in today’s world; it has simply moved to different areas. It is not 

enough any more to count the number of people who attend Mass to measure the effectiveness of the 

Church’s preaching and teaching. Today it is necessary to find people who are experiencing the touch of 

God in their lives and are willing to be guided by it; and people who are committed to struggle for such 

things as unity, reconciliation, and justice between peoples and nations. Can you and I be counted 

among those people?  

 

That is a question we can only answer for ourselves. 

 

- Fr. Stephen Lattner, O.S.B. 


