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As we approach the end of the liturgical year, moving toward the Feast of Christ the 

King, we have a topic today in Luke’s Gospel about life after death. 

As Christians, we mention death and the phrase “life after death” a lot. In the Hail Mary. 

The Creed. In our prayers at Mass. So what does that mean to us as Catholic Christians, when we 

talk about the immortality of the soul and the resurrection of the body? 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus directly addresses that question. And he says to the Sadducees of 

the first century, and to the anti-Christian people of our world today: “You don’t know the 

scriptures, and you don’t know the power of God.” 

In our first reading, we hear from the Book of Maccabees a passage that sets up the 

question put to Jesus in the Gospel. It is one of the clearest expressions of the ancient Jewish 

hope for the bodily resurrection at the end of time. The passage describes the brutal tortures done 

by the Greek King, to try to force the Maccabees to break the law of Moses. 

The reading shows us that the resurrection of the body was far from just being the 

immortality of the soul. There are many, many religions that believe, in some way, in the 

immortality of the soul or the eternal existence of the spirit of a human being. But the Jewish 

faith came to believe in the immortality of the soul and the reunion of the soul with the body in a 

resurrected state in a new creation which will last for all time. 

The Sadducees did not believe in any form of afterlife. They believed that once you die, 

that was it. That sounds like many in our culture today, who follow too many postmodern 

philosophers who are sure that there is no life after this life. 

And they claim that anyone, like us, who believe what Jesus taught us, is foolishness. 

They see no difference between this age, the world we live in, and the age to come. 

Belief in life after death was described way back in the book of Isaiah. Hundreds of years 

before Jesus. But in a lot of the Old Testament, the expectation was that death is the end, when 

we, as dust, go back to the earth. Only some of the Hebrew scriptures make a reference to life 

after death. 

In the Gospel, Jesus explains why marriage will not be important in the life to come. One 

of the principal ends of marriage is the creation of new life – children – to keep the human race 

alive. But in heaven, there is no more death, so there is no need for children to keep life going. 

The essence of our Gospel today points us to the reality of the resurrection, and the reality of life 

after death. 

As followers of Jesus, what do we hope for? A totally spiritual place called heaven? But 

wait a minute - as humans, we have bodies. We see this in the example Jesus gave us in his own 

resurrection from the dead – and we have hundreds of witnesses who saw Jesus’ glorified body – 

a body that even his friends didn’t immediately recognize. 

That doesn’t mean that your wife or husband will be a total stranger to you in heaven. 

The ancient church fathers recognized that our relationship with our spouses will not be less 

perfect in the Resurrection. It will be more perfect, because we will be perfectly united to God, 

and perfectly united to one another. 

Saint John Chrysostom preached a homily to husbands that he was teaching about the 

resurrection and marriage. Us husbands need a lot of teaching. Way back in the 300s, he said 

this: 

“Say to your wife: Our time here is brief and fleeting, but if we are pleasing to God, we 

can exchange this life for the Kingdom to come. Then we will be perfectly one, both with Jesus 

and with each other, and our pleasure will know no bounds.” 
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Since his time here on earth, some disciples of Jesus have followed him by living a 

celibate life. Our priests and religious are living in this world, but they are already living in the 

manner of the eternal life of the world to come. So their example and life is pointing us to the 

fact that this world is not all that there is. 

Unlike what the Sadducees believed, we do not simply die, and then cease to exist. As 

followers of Jesus, we are sure of the immortality of the soul and the resurrection of the body and 

the life of the world to come. 

A couple of weeks ago, Fr. John mentioned Stephen Covey’s book, The 7 Habits of 

Highly Effective People. He didn’t mention Habit 2: Begin With the End in Mind. It’s about the 

ability to envision in your mind what you can’t currently see with your eyes. Jesus has told us, in 

many different ways, to follow him and to make sure our everyday actions help us get to the 

desired end – eternal life with him. 

Before the raising of her brother Lazarus, Jesus told Martha, “I am the resurrection and 

the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who lives and believes 

in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 

And of course, we will answer his question in a few minutes in the Creed when we say: 

“we believe in the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.” 

Amen? 
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