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The second and third Sundays of Advent focus on John the Baptist. In our Gospel today, 

John is preaching close to a major crossroads near Jericho and the Jordan River with huge 

audiences. Ticketmaster must have been working well at the time. 

John says the kingdom of heaven is at hand and the audience all knew what he meant. We 

might not, but they all knew that he was announcing the fulfillment of the many prophecies of 

the Old Testament that the Jews had been anticipating for centuries. That’s why “Jerusalem, all 

Judea, and the whole region around the Jordan were going out to him.” There had not been a true 

prophet for hundreds of years since the time of Daniel, Ezekiel, and Malachi. John was a rock 

star. 

With today’s readings, the Church is trying to put us into the shoes of first century Jews, 

so we can see John and recognize why he is preaching about the fulfillment of the Old Testament 

prophecies, the coming of the Messiah, the coming of the Kingdom of God and the coming of 

God himself. That is what the Jewish people were waiting for. They were waiting for a new 

exodus, a new kingdom, a new king, a new creation, a new Jerusalem and a new Temple. They 

were waiting for all things to be made new. That’s why “Jerusalem, all Judea, and the whole 

region around the Jordan were going out to him.” 

But John yells at the Jewish leaders, “don’t presume that you’re going to be saved simply 

by being a biological descendent of Abraham.” Today he would say to us: “it’s not enough to say 

that you received all your sacraments. It’s not enough to say that you’ve attended 8 or 12 years 

of Catholic School. To enter this new kingdom, you have to bear fruit.” 

Jesus talked about bearing fruit a lot – and it goes all the way back to John the Baptist – 

and even farther back to Isaiah. That’s why he warns us that if we don’t bear fruit, “the ax lies at 

the root of the trees.” Get ready for some heavy pruning. 

Reading from Isaiah during Advent is an ancient tradition in the Church. Both ancient 

Jews, and Christians considered the book of Isaiah to be an extended prophecy of the “age to 

come” when the anointed one - the Messiah - would arrive. And today’s reading is a great 

Messianic prophecy, because it summarizes what the Messiah will be about. This Messiah will 

be a new David reigning over a new kingdom. He will be a new Adam presiding over a new 

creation, and he will also be a new Moses leading us on a new Exodus. 

Just as we celebrated the feast of Christ the King two weeks ago, this reading from Isaiah 

describes the Messiah as our new king who rules over the church and over all the nations. 

Jesus is also a new Adam, who brings us back to the Garden of Eden by granting us 

access to the waters of the river of life in baptism. Our baptism gives us access to the fruit of the 

tree of life which we receive in the Eucharist here today. 

Jesus is also a new Moses leading us out of slavery to Satan and the gods of wealth, 

pleasure, power, and fame that Satan leads us to. Jesus guides us to the new promised land. First 

century Jews all knew that the first exodus ended with the crossing of the Jordan right where 

John was preaching. John is in that same location, telling us to change our way of thinking about 

life because this messiah will lead us on a new exodus. 

 

 

Our spiritual ancestors all predicted that this God would come to live with us. That’s why 

our biggest celebration of the year is his arrival here on earth as this man we call Jesus of 

Nazareth. 
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Until our God came to walk with us, we had no way to repair our damaged relationship 

with him. John the Baptist didn’t know how Jesus would do this, but now we know why Jesus 

gave us the Church and the sacraments. 

Our Catholic way of life teaches us how to bear the kind of fruit we are called to bring to 

our home, our community and our world. Through our Catholic way of life we observe ALL that 

Jesus commanded us to do, not just the stuff we’re OK with. Through our Catholic way of life, 

Jesus leads us to a new promised land - a new Jerusalem - by keeping us close to God through 

the sacraments, by giving us the kind of peace our original parents knew when living a life 

closely connected to God, and by giving us a new temple – the body of Jesus which we receive 

here in the Eucharist. 

During Advent, we prepare for a celebration of Jesus’ arrival here on earth. We now 

know that he is the God that John and all the prophets told us about, who came to establish a new 

kingdom, to be our new king, to make of us a new creation, to take us on a new exodus to a new 

Jerusalem, and to give us a new Temple – the body of Jesus in the Holy Communion we receive 

here at Mass. 

Amen? 

 

Thanks to John Bergsma, Brant Pitre, Fr. Gerald Murray and Bishop Robert Barron 

 

 

- Deacon Jack Schaefer 


