
The #1 lesson that the Church has drawn from the coming of the Magi is that they were 

the first Gentiles to connect the dots and recognize the kingship of Jesus. As a Gentile myself, it 

took me a long time to recognize the Kingship of Jesus. 

Two months ago, during the second week of November, a discussion in our parish Small 

Church Communities related to the question: What is the one bedrock belief that you have - the 

belief that you can count on “come hell or high water?” 

Because of those discussions, I had an epiphany of sorts. I’ve known for a long time that 

my answer to the question: “Is there more to life than this?” has always been yes - there is more 

to life than what we can see. But this discussion helped me to sort out my beliefs. I now 

recognize that my faith in Jesus and his Church come from my bedrock belief that there is more 

to life than what we can see. 

I have spent most of my life involved in the world of science. My work life was involved 

with the tools of science - the instrumentation, the things that we humans use to measure, 

observe and study our visible universe – our physical universe. So I always knew that, even with 

our most advanced tools of science, there are things that we cannot fully understand using the 

tools of science. 

So what tools do I use to try to understand the things beyond the physical realm? I always 

laugh when I hear someone say that they are spiritual, but not religious. That means they can 

figure out supernatural things by themselves. They can connect with God without the benefit of 

thousands of years of our ancestors in faith. They might be very bright, but why would someone 

ignore thousands of years of the experiences of very wise people and their efforts to figure out 

spiritual things? 

If I want to know more about chemistry, I don’t set off on my own, without the benefit of 

the periodic table and all of the textbooks and scientific journals. But I could use Google, right? 

Despite Google’s best efforts to direct you away from the Catholic Church, the 

experiences of thousands of years of people connecting to God has been preserved and refined 

by the Catholic Church. 

I myself still spend a lot of time looking through the writings of our ancestors in faith. 

Yes, that includes the Bible, but it’s not limited to the Bible. As Catholics, the Church has given 

us many great gifts in addition to the Bible. That includes the writings of hundreds of Church 

Fathers who have helped us understand what we celebrate during this Christmas season. 

One of the next dots that connected for me, was the fact – yes, fact, it was written in 

many places – that the arrival of the Messiah and even the time of his arrival was predicted. He 

was to be not just a long-awaited King, but a divine being who would usher in a heavenly 

kingdom. 

If you were a wise man from a place outside of ancient Israel, and you read what was 

available, you would have known this. You would have known the words of our first reading 

from Isaiah, and the words of Psalm 72 which we just heard. And, combining those writings with 

the signs provided by the stars, the magi would have known not just the location, but the time of 

the arrival of the Kingdom of God. 

I do get the time to look around our world – the seen and the unseen parts of it. I have 

come to recognize Abraham as my spiritual ancestor, and the foundation of my faith is the story 

of God’s many connections to the people of Israel. 

Here in the Christmas season, even our non-religious culture seems to agree that 

something big happened when Jesus of Nazareth came to live with us. For thousands of years 

before his arrival, many people wrote that such a person would come to live with us. The person 

we call Jesus was predicted to be the Messiah of Israel, the Son of God and the Savior of the 

world. 

He came to show us that there is more to life than what we ordinarily see. He asked us to 

change our way of thinking that life in our world was all that there is. 



There is a higher form of consciousness underlying all forms of our experience. We call 

that state of awareness a “mystical experience.” Mystical experiences correspond to reality just 

as much as our physical sensory experiences corresponds to reality. There is no good reason to 

think that faith in my own mystical experience is any less rational than faith in my own sensory 

experience. So if you have a brief sense of the awe-inspiring, sacred depth of reality, you have 

seen what I have seen and what the magi saw. And you know that there is more to this life than 

what we can see or hear or touch or feel with our senses. 

This is the basis of my faith. So, yes, you can experience God in nature - as the magi did - 

but to connect all the dots you’ve got to tap into the experiences of the Catholic Church to see 

how the immensity of Jesus’ divinity and the immensity of the beauty of his kingship extends 

over all of creation. 

I think that’s what the magi saw in this baby in Bethlehem. Not just the stars, but they 

saw all the dots connecting. They knew the Hebrew scriptures and the prophesies that predicted 

what they were witnessing. We can’t lose focus on that. But we do. The demands of everyday life 

distract us and we lose focus. But these magi saw what we need to see, at least occasionally, that 

as we continue to celebrate that this Jesus is our King and the King of the Universe. And like the 

magi, we need to get down on our knees and bow before something greater than ourselves. 

I think the magi connected those dots. The writings of those who came before them 

connected with their own view of the universe, their experience in Jerusalem and then the sight 

of the child Jesus and his family. Amen? 
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