
    

 
  
  
GK John Joly’s remarks:  
The Knights of Columbus at Our Lady of the Angels Catholic Church 
have been proud and honored to have volunteered our time during the 
construction of your new home.  
To the Harris Family, may your new home add to your joys, multiply 
your successes, subtract your losses, and divide your sorrows.  
Congratulations on your new home!  

On Wednesday, August 12th, 2020, 3 Knights (GK, DGK & Com-
munity Director) of the Knights of Columbus Council #13341 at-
tended the dedication of a new home located at 2207 11th Street 
West in Bradenton to the Harris family. This was the 2nd Habitat 
Faith Build Program home that the Knights have volunteered for 
and worked at during construction.  

Habitat New Home! 
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It was 92 degrees as I pulled up 
to Our Lady of the Angels Cath-
olic Church in Lakewood Ranch, 
and in weatherman terms, it felt 
104 because of the humidity. 

I expected to find a Knights of 
Columbus work party toiling 
away in the heat, but I didn't ex-
pect to find 79-year-old Rich 
Macklin among them. 

Macklin, a career law enforcement officer before retiring, obviously has a 
certain toughness ingrained, and he wasn't about to let the elements slow 
down the Knights' record of having completed at least one work project 
for 43 months in a row. 

Besides lending a hand, Macklin also serves as inspiration, or as a remind-
er to the other five guys in that day's work party that you're only as old as 
you feel. 

That was a good theme for the six guys who showed up Aug. 8 since all 
were retired. If they have all the aches and pains associated with having 
lived a little, they didn't show it. Despite some difficulties with their pro-
ject, it was smiles all around. 

And, by the way, there wasn't a carpenter or contractor in the bunch. 

Nonetheless, they built a roof over a church porch and added a vent 

to the side of a building. They explained to me they all have been 

homeowners who have lived in a generation where you took care of 

your own around-the-house woes, or at least you didn't call for the 

plumber until water rose to the height of the window sills. 

They might not be construction experts, but they can swing a ham-

mer, cut some lumber or push a wheelbarrow. It proves invaluable 

because the church can take the saved funds and use it for something 

more valuable, such as helping those in need. 
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Knights in Action 

Jay Heater 
 
Side of Ranch 

Left-Right: Rick Kuebel, Gordon Shellhaas, 
Mike Mahan, Paul Palmeri, Vin Misciagna 
& Rich Macklin  
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 Our Lady of the Angels has 234 registered Knights, and the work 

group said about 45 of them are active when it comes to volunteering 

for the regular monthly projects. Then, of course, you've got the 15 to 

20 diehards who seem to be involved in most things. 

Ironically, at a time when retired folks are staying closer to home due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Knights have been as busy as ever, 

including their work on six Habitat for Humanity projects since 

March. Of the regular volunteers, nobody is shying away from the 

work details, pandemic or not. 

"They're always able to find things we can do in a safe manner," said 

Knight Mike Mahan of the Habitat for Humanity projects. 

Gordon Shellhaas described the Knights as being "fortunate" that 

Habitat for Humanity has kept the volunteers engaged even if some 

of the projects have been limited in terms of what can be accom-

plished under pandemic conditions. When their Habitat for Humani-

ty projects are complete, they also knock out work around the church, 

or head out to accomplish other tasks in the community. 

One of the church projects was painting the 450 concrete parking 

stops in front of each space in the lot. Unlike some of the other church 

projects — such as disinfecting on a regular basis during the pandem-

ic — the parking stop paint job was more noticeable to the parishion-

ers. The Knights have received a lot of compliments for that job. 

But they don't work for attention. The goal is to be part of something 

special in giving back to the community. 

That attitude, and their sheer amount of volunteerism, has been no-

ticed outside the parish. The President's Volunteer Service Award pre-

sented the Knights in July with the Silver Status Award for their pro-

jects and volunteer hours. The Knights were nominated by Habitat for 

Humanity. 

The award was accepted by John Joly, the Grand Knight who plans 

many of the projects and also participants in the labor. 

"Included in the note 

from President Donald 

Trump's office was this: 

"One of our nation's 

greatest strengths re-

mains the compassion 

of our everyday citizens, 

who give so willingly of 

themselves and their 

lives for the benefit of 

others."  

The Knights appreciate 

the award, but they will 

go forward, recognition 

or not.  

"This is our parish, it's 

what we are supposed 

to do," Shellhaas said. 



Page 4 Knightly News 

   
 

 

In July 2020, Brother Knight Michael Mahan pro-
posed erecting an awning to cover the rear deck at Sa-
cred Heart Hall at OLA. Due to the ongoing pandemic 
both O.L.A. Church and Knights of Columbus Council 
#13341 were unable to provide any monetary assis-
tance towards the project. Due to the outpouring of 
generosity from members of Council #13341 monies 
totaling $450.00 were donated towards the project.  
 
The project commenced in July 2020, and was com-
pleted on August, 20, 2020. The project team complet-
ed the following tasks.  
 
- Measurements taken and plans drawn up for approv-
al by O.L.A. administration.  
- Removal of old metal framed awning that provided 
only partial coverage of deck..  
- Purchase and transportation of all needed building 
materials to the project site.  
- Reinforced existing deck and erected new awning 
providing total coverage of deck. Also removed old top 
rails (split/ cracked due to exposure) and replaced with 
new wood.  
- Removed rotted wood lattice from base of deck. Re-
placed with maintenance-free vinyl lattice which was 
painted to match existing deck prior to installation.  
- Painted the entire deck (including steps and new con-
struction materials).  
 
This activity was coordinated by Brother Knight Mi-
chael Mahan, Chairman  

New Deck Awning 
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Mike Pence visit marked the first time a sitting vice president visited a pro

-life pregnancy center clinic, the publication notes, though former Presi-

dent Ronald Reagan often praised these centers and former President 

George W. Bush visited a pro-life pregnancy center after he left office. 

While at the clinic, Pence met Kia Farrel and her son Ollie Farrel. Farrel 

chose not to abort her son after she viewed an ultrasound of the unborn 

baby boy at A Woman’s Medical Clinic, the Times reported. 

“I met little Ollie today. He was a healthy and exuberant little boy who 

will turn 1 year old next week,” Pence said, 

the according to the publication. “That’s the 

difference this movement is making, one life 

at a time, one family at a time.” 
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A Woman’s Place Medical Clinic is part of New Life Solutions, which 
Pence praised when he spoke at the Starkey Road Baptist Church in 
Largo, Florida following his tour of the clinic. 

“You know, the pro-life movement doesn’t just talk the talk — you walk 
the walk,” the vice president said. 

“I saw a wonderful clinic, heard about all the volunteers that stepped 

forward along with registered nurses and health care professionals. The 

place is literally every day bustling with people ready to not just stand 

for life, but stand with women facing the most difficult circumstances in 

their lives,” he said. 

 

.Pence also praised New Life Solutions for saving “10,000 babies’ lives” 

over the course of the ministry’s 35 years of work in the Florida Pinellas 

and Hillsborough counties. 

“Thanks to your commitment, for 35 years in this community and in cit-

ies and towns across America, I’m proud to report to you that there are 

now far more pregnancy-care centers than abortion clinics,” Pence add-

ed, according to the Times. “That is progress. And life is winning in 

America, because of all of you.” 

Pence’s visit to the pregnancy center comes as President Donald Trump again empha-
sizes his commitment to upholding pro-life principles ahead of the 2020 presidential 
election. Trump in January became the first president in history to physically speak in 
person at the annual March for Life. 

 

http://www.newlifesolutions.org/about/
https://dailycaller.com/2020/01/22/trump-abortion-roe-sanctity-life-day/
https://dailycaller.com/2020/01/22/president-trump-march-for-life/


  

Knightly News 

To Our Lady of the Angels Parishioners, The Knights 
of Columbus Thank You for your abundant generosi-
ty and ongoing support, especially in this great time 
of need!  
 
“Where Miracles Happen Everyday”  
www.stjoepantry.com  
 
Dear Grand Knight John Joly and all the great 
Knights,  
Thank you for the very generous donation of 
$500.00 to the St. Joseph Food Pantry.  
With your financial help, The St. Joseph Food Pan-
try provided supplemental food to families who 
made 11,897 visits to the Pantry through July 2020. 
Because more people were being furloughed or let 
go from their jobs The Food Pantry experienced a 
very large increase of new families registering to re-
ceive supplemental food. Since March over 900 new 
families have registered.  
We greatly appreciate the help of the Knights of 
Council #13341 to collect and transport food, donat-
ed by the generous parishioners of Our Lady of the 
Angels, to the Food Pantry each week. We are also 
thankful for the Knights who volunteer to do the 
heavy lifting, sorting, and shelving of donated and 
purchased food.  
Again, thank you! We love and appreciate the con-
tinued support and generosity of the Knights of 
Council #13341. We hope you and your families are 
all doing well during this trying time.  
Our blessings and prayers to you,  
Patricia O’Driscoll  
On behalf of the St. Joseph Food Pantry  

Saint Joseph Food Pantry  



  

  Dear John,  
let me express my gratitude for building 
the roof. It looks great, even matches 
the roof on our church. Hopefully after 
the virus we will get a lot of use out of it.  
Congratulations on your award from our 
President Donald Trump!!!  
I read your article in the newspaper. We 
will gladly put it in our bulletin.  
Thank you again for your help and sup-
port.  
 
Fr. Sebastian Szczawinski  
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Brother Knights, as you are very well aware, we are at our 
busiest time of the year. I want to thank each and everyone of 
you for your support. You are the ones that make this a great 
council. 
 
We have so many things going on at the same time and yet 
when volunteers are called for, you are there. We have a 
blood drive, Shrove Tuesday, open house for recruitment, the 
fish fry, and our major fund raiser the ball park. These things 
you support with your time and energy. I want you to know 
that everything that you do for the council, the church, and 
the community is greatly appreciated. 
 
Blessing to all, 
Brother Larry 

                  

 

Our Lady of the Angels 

12905 70 East 

Lakewood Ranch 

Florida 34202 

Phone (941)-752-6770 

Fax (941)-752-6821 

Email: 

parishinfo@olangelscc.org  

Council 13341 

Grand Knight’s Korner 

 As the coronavirus pandemic continues, so does 

our duty is to lead our families, protect our parish, 

and serve our community, remembering always 

that we are called to serve. I believe we are all do-

ing what we can, to one degree or another, based 

on our own circumstances. It is also a good time to 

renew our commitment, as our Supreme Knight 

Carl Anderson reminds us, “to the very principles 

which define us: Charity, Unity and Fraternity.” 

Chaplain         

Fr. Sebastian                                   
Program Director           
John Joly 

Membership                      
Dennis Richardson   

    Public Relations  
     Open 
 

Community  

Gordon Shellhaas 

Family                                  
Matt Cangemi   

Faith                                    
Steve Balazic  

Life                                         
John Finnegan 

Serving others is a sacrifice and difficult do at times, but 

we need to ask ourselves, if not me, then who will, espe-

cially during this extremely challenging period. We are 

all called to serve and sacrifice for those around us. 

Many in our own Council and Parish, are isolated and 

alone and need our words of encouragement. Our food 

banks, One Blood drives, and other essential services 

have been depleted of their vital supplies. There are 

many people and places that need our help which we 

provide in our many programs and activities. Let us con-

tinue with determination to reach out and help our faith 

community, our own Brother Knights, and all who are in 

need to recover from this pandemic. Thank You for all 

that you do! 

 
John Joly  
Grand Knight  
Knights of Columbus  
Saints Cosmas & Damian Council #13341  
Our Lady of the Angels  
Cell 951-712-0546  
jojoly@earthlink.net  
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