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Knights Habitat Team

On Saturday, August 10th, 2019, 5 Knights of Council 13341
teamed together at a new construction home in Palmetto,
FL.

The project team (aka Habitat Dream Team) completed the
following tasks on the exterior of the home:

o Caulking as necessary.

o Taping in preparation for painting.

o Applying 2 coats of paint.

Jerry Graceffo was the Project Lead. This activity was coor-
dinated by DGK John Joly, the Knights of Columbus Pro-
gram Director and Habitat Chair. This represented the 8th
Habitat project in 2019 and cumulatively the 32nd project in
a row since January of 2017.

L-R: Rick Kuebel, Jerry Graceffo, Gordon Shellhaas, Paul Palmeri, and Rich
Macklin.
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Finishing Touches

Rich Macklin

Gordon Shellhaas
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It is always
fabulous to
have such
an
Amazing
group of
volunteers
from the
Knights of
Columbus
with us!

Stand Up and Paddle!

On Saturday August 24th, 2019, 10 Knights, 2
Knights wives, and 1 Knight’s Son volunteered
for Special Olympics Stand Up Paddle Florida
State Championships held at Benderson Park
Sarasota FL.

The team of volunteers was responsible for
several different competition tasks including
staging of the 140 athletes, timing their heats,
making medal awards presentations to bronze,
silver and gold winners, and supervising the Fit
Feet program that individually fit and analyze
all athletes.

Knight John Joly was honored to be asked to
deliver the Special Olympics Volunteer Oath as
part of the opening ceremonies.

The Special Olympics staff, coaches and vol-
unteers were very appreciative that the Knights
of Columbus Council 13341 were there, and,
are always there to support Manatee County
Special Olympics.
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John,

Thank you so much for joining us on Saturday at Special Olympics
Florida State Stand Up Paddle.

It is always fabulous to have such an AMAZING group of volunteers
from the Knights of Columbus with us!

Thank you for bringing such a great group, so early, on a Saturday
morning to help make this event successful.

Thank you for leading the Volunteer Oath!

I wanted to share the contacts for Special Olympics Florida — Mana-
tee& Sarasota Counties — they will have additional opportunities
throughout the year of other events.

Here is a link to the County Directors

Here are some upcoming Sarasota events - https://
specialolympicsflorida.org/sarasota/volunteer/

Thank you for organizing everyone!
Thank you for supporting Special Olympics Florida!

Amy

Amy Simon

Volunteer Manager

Special Olympics Florida

1915 Don Wickham Drive
Clermont, FL 34711

P 352-243-9536 x536

C 352-978-7402

F 352-243-9568
amysimon@sofl.org
www.specialolympicsflorida.org
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Opening Ceremonies - John Joly

Thank you
for leading
the
Volunteer
Oath!

Thank you for leading
the Volunteer Oath!

Chris & Emmy Treston
Paul Lento

Gordon Shellhaas

Tom Rokosz

John Finnegan

Jack Wagner

Rick Kuebel and Son Sean
Jim Coon

Mike Mahan

John & Regina Joly
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Emmy Treston

e Paul Lento
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and Son Sean
e Jim Coon
e Mike Mahan

e John &
Regina Joly

Doing your best!
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For The Good of the Order

Just six months after it was signed into law, Georgia’s
heartbeat bill lost in federal court when District Judge
Steve C. Jones blocked it from going into effect.

So what’s next? Georgia’s heartbeat bill will continue
to make its way through the courts, and perhaps even
reach the Supreme Court. As it does, pro-lifers should
focus on what has made this movement influential:
grassroots activism.

Progress has been incremental, but the culture is in-
deed changing. More than half of U.S. adults support
restrictions to abortion access, though a majority
agrees it should be legal “under certain circum-
stances,” according to a recent Gallup poll. More im-
portantly, the overall abortion rate in the United States
continues to decline. Over the past five years, abortion
rates plummeted to an all-time low: there appear to be
fewer women seeking abortions today than there were
when abortion was still illegal. No matter how many
pro-life bills find themselves blocked in court, these
trends are stunning societal victories that should not
be discounted.

And bills like Georgia’s are possible only because of
these cultural changes. Politics is, after all, down-
stream from culture. As respect for the unborn grows
in the hearts and minds of individuals, legislators feel
more confident taking bold stands for life. This in turn
encourages governments to act. We've seen this oc-
cur across the country in just the past year: Alabama,
Ohio, Indiana, and 10 other states joined Georgia in
passing pro-life laws restricting abortions. Tired of
legislators who won'’t listen, a handful of towns across
the country have taken matters into their own hands
and declared themselves sanctuary cities for the un-
born.



https://news.gallup.com/poll/259061/majority-abortion-legal-limits.aspx
https://www.vox.com/2018/12/3/18119528/abortion-rate-decline-2018-birth-control-iud-pill
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We can and should debate the merits of these steps: Are
bills like Georgia’s efficient? Why pass a law that will in-
evitably get tossed? These concerns are reasonable and
perhaps even justified. But at the end of the day this de-
bate is about one thing only: the killing of a child in the
womb. Laws like Georgia’s might not be efficient, and
they’ll inevitably face the court, but they allow us to exert
pressure on a government that has been unwilling to lis-
ten and a public mind that only seldom hears abortion de-
scribed for what it is.

So, pro-lifers: be bold. People need to see and hear you
defending life as a matter of principle that goes beyond
incremental legislative progress. Stand up and continue
to speak the truth.

https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/a-federal-
court-blocked-georgias-heartbeat-bill-but-pro-lifers-
should-not-see-this-as-a-defeat
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Council 13341

Our Lady of the Angels
12905 70 East
Lakewood Ranch
Florida 34202

Phone (941)-752-6770

Fax (941)-752-6821 Thanks Everyone
Email: ' 38 umts' ’
parishinfo@olangelscc.org L
- K N I G HTS
t 7 OF COLUMBUS
IN SERVICE TO ONE. IN SERVICE TO ALL.
Grand Knight’s Korner
Chaplain

Program Director

Membership

Public Relations

Community

Family

Faith

Life

I hope everyone is enjoying the Florida summer.
August is generally a slow month as far as council
events are concerned. This August in no exception.

For the officers and directors this is a planning
month. Come September and October there will be
lots of events to keep you busy. I am sure that you
are looking forward to participating in events that
improve our ability to support charities and the
church.

Thanks to everyone for all that you do for the
Knights of Columbus, this council and the church.

Larry Simmons
Grand Knight
Council 13341
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