
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, October 20, 2015 
 

Attendees:  Stefanie Trakel, Brad Vollbrecht, Bart Behling, Scott Widder, Pastor Tom Gudmundson, Jim Marshall, Mark Buffington, Jim Fasse & Mark Sbrocco 
Excused: Donna Felch & Shelly Johnson 
  

Topic Discussion Action  Responsible Party 

Call to Order  President Mark Buffington called the meeting to order 
at 8:15 pm.  

 

Children & Family 
Ministry Update 

Jeff Diener reported to the Council that AWANA at St. Paul 
is averaging 82 kids per week, slightly down from last year. 
There are 55 different volunteers, which includes high 
school youth. 
 
AWANA at Immanuel is in its second year. There has been 
an increase in volunteers, however a decrease in the 
number of kids attending, down to 12 per week. 
Discussions are underway on what is best for this ministry 
as it moves into the future. 
 
Sunday School is averaging 53 kids. The teachers love the 
new format and consistency for building relationships with 
the students. Sunday School remains a reflection of parent 
church attendance versus an intentional weekly 
commitment. This year there will be a more traditional 
Christmas Program held during the Saturday evening 
worship. There is lots of positive feedback regarding the 
Children’s Message during the 10:45 service. 
 
Co-Op VBS was held in June with some significant changes 
from its traditional model. 
 
Praise Camp was held in August with about 35 children 
attending. We hope to something similar for next year. 
 
Jeff participated in the summer mission trips to Camp 
Daniel. He will assist Nicole with next year’s trips as well. 
 

  



For Faith Path, Jeff has or will be rolling out 3 milestones 
this year: Baptism, Blessing and Bible. 

Secretary’s Report  A motion was made by Jim Fasse to approve the 
September Secretary’s Report and the October Special 
Meeting Secretary’s Report.  Jim Marshall seconded 
the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Treasurer’ Report  A motion was made through email at an earlier date by 
Shelly Johnson to approve the September Treasurer’s 
Report.  Mark Buffington seconded the motion.  
Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Youth Ministry 
Funds 

The Youth has a significant amount of money in their 
dedicated account. From this money, they gave $2,000 to 
Feed My Starving Children as part of the Youth Night. They 
also gave $2,000 to Camp Daniel. This is to pay for the adult 
meals along with some additional support, from when our 
mission trips served there this past summer. 

  

Building Security 
Quotes 

Stefanie Trakel presented two security quotes which would 
secure the doors of the building.  

This topic was tabled until the November 2015. 
Stefanie will bring the Capital Improvement plan to 
that meeting in order to prioritize needs. 

Stefanie Trakel 

FMSC Deficit Feed My Starving Children is short by $1,602.88. A motion was made by Jim Marshall to fund the 
remaining $1,602.88 from Thrivent Choice Dollars, any 
additional funds received from this point forward will 
be applied to next year’s MobilePack.  Brad Vollbrecht 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Stefanie Trakel 

Quarterly 
Membership Report 

The Quarterly Membership Report was provided for 
Council. 

  

Walk In Items – 
Facility Needs 

Stefanie is working with the staff to develop a list of needs 
in regards to the facility.  

Mark Buffington will work with the Executive Team to 
determine a plan of action. It will most likely result in 
separate planning meetings. 

Stefanie Trakel / 
Mark Buffington 

Walk In Items – Hwy 
28 Sign 

Jim Marshall has been approached by a couple individuals 
regarding the need for a large pole sign along Hwy 28, 
which would be able to display messages. 

This will be added to the Capital Improvement list and 
then we can discuss if it appropriate and if so, what 
the timeline would be. 

Stefanie Trakel 

Adjournment The next Council Meeting will be Tuesday, November 17 at 
6:30 pm. 

A motion was made by Brad Vollbrecht to adjourn the 
meeting at 9:03 pm.  Bart Behling seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Closing Prayer  Mark Buffington closed in prayer.  

 


