
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, July 19, 2016 
 

Attendees:  Donna Felch, Marshall, Pastor Tom Gudmundson, Mark Buffington, Bart Behling, Stefanie Trakel, John Rische & Chris Perronne 
Excused: Jim Fasse, Shelly Johnson & Brad Vollbrecht 
Guest: Pr Mark Janzen 
  

Topic Discussion Action  Responsible Party 

Call to Order  President Mark Buffington called the meeting to order 
at 6:35 pm.  

 

Opening Devotion  Pastor Tom led the group in prayer and a review of the 
LCMS belief regarding the topic of In Vitro Fertilization. 

 

Care Ministry 
Update 

Pr Mark gave Council a snapshot of what he does on a 
monthly basis. He coordinates and does shut in visits and 
private communion. He also does hospital and 
rehabilitation visits, along with a wide range of visits with 
members dealing with different “events” in their lives. 
Time is spent preparing and leading worship for regular 
services, funerals, weddings and baptisms. He works on 
social care, such as Love Inc and Rebuilding Together, along 
with a wide variety of other groups throughout our 
congregation and community. 

  

Secretary’s Report  A motion was made by Jim Marshall to approve the 
June Secretary’s Report.  Bart Behling seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Treasurer’ Report Donna Felch presented the year end preliminary numbers. 
The Gathering Place ended the year with a surplus, which 
was transferred to their dedicated account. Their surplus 
was primarily due to a change in how their billing is 
accounted. The Early Childhood Center ended the year with 
a deficit, which was then funded by St. Paul’s Operating 
Budget. St. Paul then ended the year with a $43,346.10 
surplus. 
 
It was noted that with June actual numbers entered, our 
2016-17 budget will be a 10.9% increase. The Congregation 
approved an 11.3% increase. 

A motion was made by Mark Buffington to transfer the 
year end surplus as follows: 80% to the Ministry 
Development Dedicated Account, 10% to the 
Endowment Fund and 10% to Missions.  John Rische 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Following the meeting it was noted this splitting of 
funds did not follow the Undesignated Funds Policy as 
had been thought. A Council Meeting will be held July 
27, 2016 at 6:30pm to discuss further. 

 



2016/17 Home 
Missions 

Donna Felch presented the proposed 2016-17 Home 
Missions designation plan, which was prepared by Pr Tom, 
Pr Mark and Donna. 

A motion was made by Mark Buffington to approve the 
2016-17 Home Missions designations as presented.  
Jim Marshall seconded the motion.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 

Hwy 28 Sign Update The Sign Committee met and has discussed the feedback 
from the Congregation Meeting.  

The Sign Committee will present a recommendation to 
the Church Council at the August Meeting. 

Shelly Johnson 

3rd Pastor Call The Call Committee has recommended to the Church 
Council that we Call Pastor Joel Howard from Menomonee 
Falls. 

A motion was made by Chris Perronne to recommend 
calling Pastor Joel Howard to the Congregation.  Donna 
Felch seconded the motion.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
A Congregation Meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
July 27 at 7pm in the Worship Center. 

 

Ministry Faith 
Statement 

The Elders have completed their work on developing a 
working draft of a Ministry Statement. They will be meeting 
August 1 with Ministry Directors, TGP staff and the TGP 
Ministry Team to work through the document together to 
make refinements. 

The Elders will present the Faith Statement to Church 
Council at the August Meeting. 

Jim Fasse 

Walk-in: Cupola The windows in the Cupola of the Worship Center are 
leaking.  

John Rische is working with Marv TerMat to come up 
with a plan. 

John Rische 

Walk-in: Screen 
Paint for the 
Fellowship Hall 

When viewing anything projected in the fellowship hall it is 
often difficult to see as the throw of the projector is larger 
than our current projection screen. A screen paint could be 
used to allow for better viewing. 

John Rische will research further. John Rische 

Walk-in: 
Congregation 
Meeting Attendance 

It was asked if holding Congregation Meetings on Sundays 
would help with attendance. Mark Buffington explained 
that we have tried this in the past, but it didn’t help with 
attendance. It seems the topics on the agenda seem to be 
the biggest factor in attendance. 

  

Adjournment The Congregation Meeting will be July 27 at 7 pm in the 
Worship Center. The next Council Meeting will be August 
16, 2016 at 6:30 pm. 

A motion was made by Donna Felch to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:11 pm.  Bart Behling seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Closing Prayer  Mark Buffington closed in prayer.  

 


