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The Mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church 

“As Friends of God through Jesus, empowered by the Spirit, we are Connecting 

People to Christ by sharing His love in word and action everywhere we are.” 

The Challenge Of Unity In The Church  

My goodness, these are chal-
lenging times, aren’t they? It 
seems that no matter what the top-
ic is, whether it’s politics, re-
sponse to the COVD-19 virus, 
racism, the value and validity of 
police forces, religion etc., every-
one’s got a strong opinion, and of 
course many think they’re right 
and the other opinions are wrong. 
Such strong, emotionally charged 
opinions often cause people to be 
rude and disrespectful to others 
which just exacerbates the grow-
ing divide between people. 

Jesus called for a very differ-
ent response from His followers. 
In "Jesus’ Sermon On The 
Mount” He said, “Blessed are 
those who recognize they are spir-
itually helpless…Blessed are 
those who mourn…Blessed are 
those who are gentle…Blessed are 
those who hunger and thirst for 
God’s approval…Blessed are 
those who show mercy…Blessed 
are those whose thoughts are 
pure…Blessed are those who 
make peace…Blessed are those 
who are persecuted for doing 
what God approves of…Blessed 
are you when people insult you, 
persecute you, lie, and say all 
kinds of evil things about you be-
cause of me…” (Matthew 5:3-11) 

Our sinful nature wars against 
this teaching of Jesus because it is 

very self-centered wanting to 
claim “my rights”. But Jesus 
called us to be servants of one an-
other-not rivals or enemies. In 
fact, Jesus went so far as to say, 
“But I tell you this: Love your en-
emies, and pray for those who 
persecute you.” (Matthew 5:44) 
I’m not hearing much of this mes-
sage coming from our political 
leaders, from demonstrators in the 
streets, or those delivering speech-
es at rallies. And the result has 
been high-pitched hatred, vio-
lence, killings, destruction of per-
sonal property, looting, and burn-
ing of businesses and cries for 
chaos and the defunding of the 
police. 

Have there been violations, 
even blatant violations of people’s 
civil rights in the past? Yes. And I 
can guarantee that they will hap-
pen into the future because we 
live in a broken, sinful world. In 
fact, St. Paul explained the prob-
lem this way in Ephesians 2:1-1-7. 
“You were once dead because of 
your failures and sins. 2 You fol-
lowed the ways of this present 
world and its spiritual ruler 
(Satan). This ruler continues to 
work in people who refuse to obey 
God. 3 All of us once lived among 
these people, and followed the de-
sires of our corrupt nature.       

(Continued on page 2) 
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We did what our corrupt desires and thoughts 
wanted us to do. So, because of our nature, we 
deserved God’s anger just like everyone else. 4 
But God is rich in mercy because of his great 
love for us. 5 We were dead because of our fail-
ures, but he made us alive together with Christ. 
(It is God’s kindness that saved you.) 6 God has 
brought us back to life together with Christ Jesus 
and has given us a position in heaven with him. 7 
He did this through Christ Jesus out of his gener-
osity to us in order to show his extremely rich 
kindness in the world to come.” “Whoever is a 
believer in Christ is a new creation. The old way 
of living has disappeared. A new way of living 
has come into existence.” (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

As followers of Jesus, we are called to be dif-
ferent from the world. It starts on our knees in 
repentance of our sins. We are then called to pray 
for wisdom for our leaders. We must pray for 
healing in our nation. Only God can change our 
world, but He chooses to work through each of 
us. We are called to respect one another and 
work to build each other up, not tear others 
down. That starts in our homes, our neighbor-
hoods, our schools, our places of employment, 
and our halls of government. God has called His 
people to represent Him as His light to the world 
wherever He places us. 

To this end, may the Lord bless you and keep 
you. The Lord make His face shine on you and 
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with 
favor and give you peace. Amen. 

“I…encourage you to live the kind of life 
which proves that God has called you. 2 Be hum-
ble and gentle in every way. Be patient with each 
other and lovingly accept each other. 3 Through 
the peace that ties you together, do your best to 
maintain the unity that the Spirit gives.”    
    -Ephesians 4:1-3 

In His Service, 

Pastor Tom 

(Continued from page 1) 

Pastor Tom Letter Continued... 

The Reopening Team has put together a step 
by step plan for reopening Worship Services. 
The team has been tasked with balancing the 
need of people to hear the Gospel and the health 
and safety of our members. On the weekend of 
June 21st, a big step was taken to allow a mask 
optional service at the 10 am service. As of this 
writing, masks will still be required at the 
Thursday 6:30 pm service and at the 8 am Sun-
day service.  All other safety precautions includ-
ing using hand sanitizer, keeping parts of the 
building blocked off, and social distancing will 
remain in place.  

We hope that this provides those who are 
uncomfortable with wearing a mask an oppor-
tunity to come and be in God’s house to receive 
His gifts, while still taking into consideration 
those who are more cautious. We must remem-
ber that this issue should not divide us as God’s 
people, rather we should heed the words of St. 
Paul in Romans 14: “Let us not pass judgment 
on one another any longer, but rather decide 
never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in 
the way of a brother.”  

We must all have Christlike humility no 
matter our stance on the issue; “Do nothing out 
of selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 
count others more significant than your-
self” (Phil. 2:3). None of us is an expert on this 
issue, no one has all the answers. Rather we 
continue to do our best to “Connect People to 
Christ” no matter their political, social, and even 
COVID views, for Jesus died for all.  

In a world today that is fixated on instant 
gratification, we all need to be patient with one 
another. While the desire of some is to dismiss 
COVID and for everything to just go back to 
“normal,” and others desire to be cautious and 

not to rush things, we 
need to exhibit pa-
tience. We must re-
member as hard as 
that may be, in the 
grand scheme of eter-
nity with our Heaven-
ly Father, this season 
will be just a blip.  

Reopening Update 
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Aug 6:  Kick-Ball, Brats 
and Hamburgers Year 10! 

Families young and old (and grandparents 

too!) are welcome to join us from 6-8pm at 
Rochester Park in She-
boygan Falls for a timeless clas-
sics and fellowship.  We’ll com-
bine an old-fashioned kick-ball 
game with an old-fashioned 

Brat Fry.  Meat is provided—bring a dish to 
share.  If your young ones are “easily distract-
ed” there is a playground 
close by or other things they 

can play with!  RSVP/
Sign-Up encouraged by 
August 3 to help plan for 
food.  

The Church Office is back to regular hours: 

Monday-Thursday 8:30 - 4:30 and Friday 8:30 - noon.  
Other parts of the building may not be accessible when you 
are here. 

All entrances will remain locked and we ask that you 
enter through the Main Entrance (#1). There is a 
doorbell on the building to your left, ring it and we will 
buzz you in. Once inside, please use the provided sanitizer 

for your hands and stop in the office so we can rec-
ord your visit. Only one household in the office at a 
time, so if need be, please wait in the Gathering Area for 
your turn. 

Facemasks are optional in the Gathering Area & Office, 
and a plexiglass barrier is in place. 

The Office Staff looks forward to seeing you soon! 

 

The Church Office is Open! 

Church Council &            
Endowment Team          
Election Results 

Congratulations to the following individuals 
that will begin serving their term July 1, 2020. 

Vice President: Rob Danforth 

Head Elder: Tim Allman 

Member-at-Large: 
Michelle Bohm & John 
Rische 

Endowment Team: 
Mark Risberg & Rita Sadro 

Please lift these individ-
uals up in prayer as they 
lead our church! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwibruXljKfVAhVBPVAKHbcCAvwQjRwIBw&url=http://www.remembermeranch.org/bratfryfundraiser/&psig=AFQjCNEa7sFFcM_78n5jS4qVGAulNz8rug&ust=1501163706671537
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjIvMi5jKfVAhXOL1AKHVP8A2MQjRwIBw&url=http://anildash.com/kick/&psig=AFQjCNGjE0mv-huya50n3KC8W4fhV_PHDw&ust=1501163618114700
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Jeff Diener, Director of Children’s & Family Ministry - Jeff D@stpaulfalls.com 

Early Childhood Center 

St Paul Early Childhood Center reopened on Monday, June 1.  This was a soft opening with 6 chil-
dren and 1 teacher on-site at any given time.  On June 8, we increased our numbers to 7 children and 1 
teacher in the Child Care room and the same in the Preschool room.  
The children, parents, and teachers are very excited to be back! 

Many things remain the same – the schedule, the activities, and 
time spent to gather.  A number of things have changed – taking 
temps, teachers are wearing scrubs so nothing is being brought in or 
taken home, only 2 children play at a center, everyone sits and 
walks farther apart, and we spend more time disinfecting.  The chil-
dren are adapting quickly to the changes and we are thankful that 
we can share the love of Jesus with them again. 

Build @Home Faith Habits while Learning and Growing in God’s Word 

This is not a traditional “Vacation Bible School” to the extent that all lessons are not united in 
theme.  Rather, the goal is to encourage families in making Faith@Home part of their daily/weekly 
routines.  The included elements/goals are an extension of our Sunday School and AWANA ministries 
which, likewise, encourage families to be incorporating their faith into life at home.   

For this 5-week VBS, families are encouraged to build the following into their schedule:  

A) Praise God through song    

B) Memorize a Bible Verse  

C) Memorize 2 Foundational Faith Questions/Answers 

D) Have 2 Faith Discussions based on Object Lessons 

E) Have a time of prayer 

Extra Challenge:  Each week, while learning new material, go back and 
review the questions, memory verse, and key words from previous weeks.   

On-line resources:  Be sure to visit www.stpaulfalls.com/vbs-home where you will find links to vide-
os of the songs, memory verses, and actions to help memorize questions for the “5 Questions Min-
istry” as well as the Key Words for the objects lessons.   

In-Person Gathering:  Each Friday, during our 5 weeks of @ Home VBS, families are invited to an 
OPTIONAL in-person gathering.  They will take place in the field just East/South East of the park-
ing lot at St. Paul.  We will start to gather around 9:15 am and will start promptly at 9:30.  During 
this 30 minute time together, we’ll sing, review the material from the week, do another short les-
son, have a snack/drink and have the chance to participate in another fun activity (Obstacle course, 
Parachute, etc.) Please RSVP if you plan to attend: jeffd@stpaulfalls.com or 920-207-
6030.  More info, including social distancing guidelines, included in kits.  Gathering 
Dates:  June 26, July 3, July 10, July 17, July 24. 

Note:  You may do these lessons at any time.   The schedule is laid out for particular dates and In-
Person Gatherings will be based on that weeks material, but you may start and end at any time.    

Registration:  Contact Jeff if you plan to participate/pick-up a kit. 

VBS @ Home (June 22-July 24) 

http://www.stpaulfalls.com/vbs-home
mailto:jeffd@stpaulfalls.com
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Servant Leaders Needs 
for Children & Family  

Ministries 
While we’re still discerning what the fall 

may look like in regards to the pandemic, we 
still need to be looking ahead to what can 
be!  Here are some needs in Children’s Minis-
try—training/mentoring always provid-
ed!  Contact Jeff to consider serving.   

**Sunday School Guides (connect with/
teach kids about God’s Word) 

**Fellowship Activity Coordinator (either 
help plan a calendar of events or help lead a 
specific event) 

Lifest has been cancelled for this year. 

Instrumental Musicians 
and Audio/Tech Help 

Needed 
Dear Members of St. Paul Church, 

As we slowly restart public worship togeth-
er, it is SO good to gather with the body of 
Christ, the members of St. Paul once again! We 
should be thankful for this gift and opportunity 
and not take it for granted. May God continue 
to guide and strengthen us through reopen and 
handling safety precautions as we “Connect 
People to Christ.” 

I write this article to express a need in our 
church. Through reopening our church and 
moving into a new church year, our Praise 
Teams are in great need of more instrumen-
tal musicians to support our praise and wor-
ship. If you possess talents in instruments such 
as piano, acoustic or electric guitar, drums, bass 
guitar - and would like to become more in-
volved, or have waited for the right time or op-
portunity, the time is now! We understand and 
respect your stance of reopening and following 
safety procedures, but beyond that, consider 
joining our Praise leaders in the near future. 

We are also seeking a few individuals that 
would be willing to operate the soundboard 
during Praise Team rehearsals and worship.  It 
might seem daunting, but it is not as involved 
as you might think.  If you love listening to mu-
sic or analyze the worship music during church, 
this would be a great servant position for 
you!  Training will be provided. 

I would be thrilled to meet with you to dis-
cuss where your musical gifts might best be 
used. Even if it is once a month, it would be a 
blessing to our teams. Services to play at in-
clude Thursday Informal (6:30 pm) and Sunday 
Contemporary (now 10:00 am, normally 9:15-
10:45 am). 

Please pray for our Worship Ministry and, 
if you or a relative or friend has God-given mu-
sical or technology skills, please nudge or en-
courage them to give these skills back to the 
Lord with us. 

 In Christ, 

Thomas Walkenhorst 
 Director of Worship Ministry 

Scholarship Opportunities 
K-12 Lutheran Schools: Applications can be 

found on our website or in the gathering 
area. They need to be filled out annually 
and returned to the Church Office by 
September 15. 

LCMS Colleges: Applications can be found 
on our website or in the gathering area. 
They need to be filled out annually and 
returned to the 
Church Office by 
July 15. 

LCMS College, pursu-
ing a full time career 
within the church: 
You are also eligible 
for the Rev. Edward W. Albertin Scholar-
ship. Application forms can be found on 
our website or in the gathering area. They 
need to be returned to Jim Albertin by 
July 15. 
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Nicole Dollevoet, Director of Youth & Family Ministry - NicoleD@stpaulfalls.com 

Youth Ministry at St. Paul from Nicole Dollevoet,  
               Director of Youth  

Confirmation students continue to amaze me with their willing-
ness to serve their community.  I’ve really enjoyed watching the ser-
vice hour submissions come in the last couple of months.  Students 
have logged over 150 hours!   

     Plans are starting to come together for 
Confirmation this fall.  Please keep in your 
prayers the confirmation ministry including 
all of our students, mentors, and leaders. 
Any adults that would like to be a part of the 
Confirmation ministry here at St. Paul, 
please let me know. I am currently looking 
for 2 mentors for our incoming 6th grade 
class.  

     The Rite of Confirmation Service for 
our 8th graders will take place on Sunday, 
August 16th at 2pm.  We look forward to 
celebrating with these young people as they make a public profession of 
their faith!   

     We have begun meeting in person again for Youth Group-it has taken 
on a different look, but the mission stays the same.  We are 
meeting every Sunday night at Rochester Park in Sheboygan 
Falls from 5:30-7pm.  Each week holds a different theme 
that the youth have come up with all summer long.  To 
check out the themes and our efforts to keep people safe, 
please check out our website- https://www.stpaulfalls.com/
youth---young-adult-ministry  It felt so good to gather again 
in fellowship these first few weeks in June!  We played 
some fun games, laughed a lot, practiced social distancing, 
and connected through God’s Word.  

Graduation Sunday is set for August 2nd.  Families of 
2020 graduates should watch their email for details on this 
special service as we celebrate their hard work and look for-
ward to their future endeavors.   

Blessings on your summer! 

Nicole Dollevoet   

Josie and Kami Horn deco-

rate windows of nursing 

home.  

Allie Winkle decorates 

home with hearts & 

words of inspiration! 

Youth Group at Rochester Park 

every Sunday at 5:30 pm 

https://www.stpaulfalls.com/youth---young-adult-ministry
https://www.stpaulfalls.com/youth---young-adult-ministry
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The Gathering Place & Memory Matters 
staff and volunteers sure missed our daily/
weekly visits with our participants. By the time 
you are reading this article we should be in week 
three of our “soft reopening”. So, what did we 
do during the shutdown? Lots of planning, 
phone calls, and visits. 

We have been shut down since March 16th. 
During this time, our team of staff and volun-
teers stayed positive and determined: determined 
to find ways to keep our participants engaged 
and ways to stay connected with our families 
and friends that support us. The Gathering Place 
prepared activity kits that were easy and effec-
tive activities for the individual with memory 
loss and the caregiver to work on together: 
painting and building kits, games, time slips, and 
discussion stories were just some of the many 
activities we would bring to the participants 
home.  Each day we were closed, phone calls 
were made reaching out to stay connected, to be 
that support for our families, sometimes to talk 
through an issue or concern they had and many 
times to just be that listening ear as these chang-
es in their schedule affected their respite and 
time for themselves so drastically. We became 
aware of how hard this was on everyone’s men-
tal health and it became our mission to keep our 
participants thriving and their caregivers con-
nected. We celebrated birthdays with parades 
and drive-by visits, we delivered meals to eight 
families once a week, as we realized for many 
their main source of nutrients came from the 
dinner they received at The Gathering Place.  It 
also was important to keep our volunteers con-
nected. For many, this program is 
their social outlet, the activity of giv-
ing back and volunteering gives them 
purpose. Without this program many 
were feeling lost, so we incorporated 
their willingness to serve by getting 
them involved with the birthday pa-
rades, visits, making and delivering 
greeting cards, baking cookies and 
helping with meals. Keeping The 
Gathering Place thriving during this 
time of closure was a team effort.  
Through it all, what we have realized 
is the positive ripple effect that The 
Gathering Place has on our entire 
community. 

So how can you help? Volunteer! We are 
starting with a soft opening – meaning we are 
starting with less participants and volunteers on a 
rotating basis for the first few weeks. However, 
many volunteers are now babysitting grandchil-
dren or would like to wait until we understand 
more about this pandemic before coming back. 
We are looking for some fun, positive volunteers 
to help this summer and hopefully into the fall 
but will take summer only. Mondays and Thurs-
days are our greatest need. We are a social day 
program that works with adults with early to mid
-stage memory loss. We play games, do projects, 
spend time outdoors and just enjoy some conver-
sation with our participants. We are happy to 
have young adults help as well – ages 17 and old-
er. We are following the CDC guidelines to keep 
everyone safe as we reopen. Home cooked meals 
are included. Hours are 8:30-3:00 but can be a 
half day. Please call 920-627-6847 or email car-
olb@stpaulfalls.com 

The Gathering Place Updates and How You Can Help 

mailto:carolb@stpaulfalls.com
mailto:carolb@stpaulfalls.com
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The following are excerpts from emails that 
Pr. Tom received from members in response to 
his request in the last newsletter for highlights 
you experienced with Red Letter Challenge. 

 I really enjoyed the Red Letter Challenge, 
possibly more when I finished it at home on 
my own. I decided at that point to take notes 
each day so I would have something readily 
at my fingertips for future reference. Since I 
hadn’t done so when we were meeting as a 
group, I had felt at a loss for finding answers 
to the questions Pastor Kyle posed in our 
group. Once I completed the course, I back 
tracked and did the same for the earlier por-
tions. 

 Since my number one weakness or area I re-
ally wanted to concentrate on was Going, I 
really concentrated on that last part but very 
much realized that all of the previous sections 
really led up to that. I was reminded of Mo-
ses, who certainly didn’t feel adequate to re-
spond to God’s call to bring the Israelites out 
of captivity. I was reminded that I don’t have 
to have all of the answers or know exactly 
where to find a reference in the Bible in order 
to witness for Him. 

 Each chapter has points of significance for 
me and having recently met again in our 
small group, outside in a driveway for a cou-
ple weeks, we are going through this study 
again! The one that comes to mind is how 
vague I am about following God! There are 
many thought-provoking sentences that I'm 
glad we're going through this again! They 
need to stick and become part of my life! 

 It was an opportunity for my wife and I to 
start and finish a devotion together. That was 
a lot more meaningful than the content of the 
devotion and something we plan to continue. 
I never really thought about celebrating God 
in a party type fashion. We planned a party 
for our immediate family to celebrate God. 
We went out to eat, blew up a bunch of bal-
loons, lit our baptismal candles, the girls 
dressed up, we made a treat and danced to 
Bethel Music Kids worship songs on 
YouTube. It was a fun memory and some-
thing we will repeat. 

 It was a wonderful discipleship tool and loved 

Thoughts On Red Letter Challenge From Members 

the principles of; being, Forgiving, Serving, 
Giving, and Going. Basic principles but yet 
so challenging in life. It was an enjoyable 
and thought-provoking read and Zach’s sto-
ries he shared were wonderful too. I have 
shared the book with my boss and he has 
commented to me several times how much 
he is enjoying it. Just something neat I wit-
nessed was the concern for 2 of our small 
group members that were experiencing some 
significant health issues. As we prayed the 
1st week and prayed for [them], the concern 
and prayers throughout the weeks were 
amazing to see. I felt our group really con-
nected during the short time we had together 
and hope for more opportunities. 

  1. I like the way Zach is so plain spoken. He 
compels you to not only think in a Christian 
manner, but then...doing something, acting, 
and going led by the Spirit. It's kind of fun to 
be challenged like this. 

2. Trying to relate to people that I really did 
not care to be close to at all. You know, 
once you break the ice, it gets a little easier. 

3. I'm reading the Bible daily! I never did 
that before. And, I began to journal. I must 
be nuts! 
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Guys Get Togethers: 

We had a great first “reunion” since the 
pandemic started.  The Karl’s opened up their 
garage and yard for a grill out and some corn-
hole.  The weather was beautiful.  The fellow-
ship was great (and needed!).  We ended with 
a time of sharing and prayer.  Consider joining 
us next month:  Tentative Date/Time:  July 13 
from 6-8pm.  Place/Activity:  TBD.  Contact 
jeffd@stpaulfalls.com with ideas or to join us. 

The Guatemala mission team continues to 
plan for a return trip in November of 2021. Casa 
Aleluya (the Children’s home where we stayed 
and worked) as well as Senderos de Luz (the 
organization we worked with to provide food 
and water systems to the local community) can 
really use missionary support following the iso-
lation caused by COVID-19. These were the 
two com-
munity 
groups we 
spent time 
with last 
year. We 
will be 
planning 
some fund 
raisers (think yummy cinnamon rolls) as soon as 
we are able. If you have any questions about our 
plans or are interested in learning more, please 
contact Aaryn Feile at afeile@chw.org or 920-
980-9290.  

Guatemala Mission Team 

What is going on with Celebrate Recovery? 

We have been so fortunate to be able to continue 
this ministry in a virtual online format! 

We are still able to reach friends that are strug-
gling with life’s hurts, hang-ups and habits that 
keep them from living the life God designed just 
for them!   

At the time of this article we are still holding vir-
tual online meetings.   

If you are struggling in this time of isolation and 
uncertainty and would like more information 

about Celebrate Recovery please check us out at 
www.stpaulfalls.com/celebrate-recovery or call 
Julie at 920-207-1397. 

Celebrate Recovery welcomes you to join 
us for an amazing opportunity!  

CR’s Annual Summit will be streamed live 
online and can be watched in the safety of your 
own home.  

This Summit is designed for         
EVERYONE!  

Cost: $25.00/person **  

Summit videos will be available for 48 
hours after the last day. Check out 
www.crsummits.com for more information.  

To sign up contact Julie at 920-207-1397 or 
email stpaulcr@gmail.com.  

Registration deadline is July 16, 2020.  

** Scholarships available  

All the details at: https://crsummits.com/  

mailto:jeffd@stpaulfalls.com
mailto:afeile@chw.org
https://www.stpaulfalls.com/celebrate-recovery
https://crsummits.com/
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Call to Order:  Treasurer Donna Felch called the 
meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

Opening Prayer:  Pastor Kyle Backhaus 

Secretary’s Report - Minutes of January 21, 
2020 Congregation Meeting: A motion was 
made by Shelly Strains and seconded by Deb 
Hand to approve the Secretary’s Report from 
the January 21, 2020 Congregation Meeting. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 May 2020 Treasurer’s Report: Donna Felch 
presented the financial reports.  Stefanie 
Trakel explained the Payroll Protection Pro-
gram Loan the church received in response to 
the pandemic. A $238,000 loan was received 
for use on payroll, health insurance premiums 
and utilities. As long as the money is used for 
these specific purposes, the loan will be for-
given. It was an 8-week loan, but the federal 
government just extended the forgiveness 
period to 24 weeks instead. Therefore, the 
church will easily be able to spend the entire 
$238,000 as intended and the entire amount is 
expected to be forgiven.  

 The Sustenance Fund, which was established 
in response to the Pandemic, as a way for our 
Congregation to help our neighbors, has a 
current balance of $35,347. We have helped 4 
people so far. If anyone knows of someone 
struggling right now, please have them call 
the church office to speak with a Pastor.  

 A motion was made by Katrina Martin and 
seconded by Bill Schultz to approve the May 
2020 Treasurer’s Report. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

2020-21 Budget: Stefanie Trakel presented the budg-
et that was prepared by the staff and approved by 
the Church Council. The budget includes a 6.3% 
increase in actual giving to the general operating 

budget in order to cover anticipated expenses. A 
motion was made by Bill Schultz and second-
ed by Katrina Martin to approve the 2020-21 
budget as presented. Motion carried unani-
mously. 

Congregation Concerns:  

Call Committee Update? Pr Kyle reported that 
all churches were asked to hold on Calling a 
Pastor during the pandemic. That has now 
been lifted and the team recently interviewed 

an individual, but he is not ready to accept a 
Call right now. The team is interviewing an-
other candidate later this week from Thorp, 
Wisconsin and they are working to schedule 
an interview with another Pastor. Another 
Call List has also been requested. 

Have we looked at other health insurance 
plans? A couple of years ago we did do 
comparison shopping. Our health plan is 
competitive with others available. One of 
Concordia’s advantages is that they bundle 
their products, providing life insurance, disa-
bility and retirement plans. Another ad-
vantage is that the Concordia plan is trans-
ferable, making it easy for pastors to main-
tain their coverages when they move from 
one church to another. This is especially im-
portant since we are in the process of Call-
ing a Pastor. So, we have chosen to stay with 
Concordia as have the vast majority of 
LCMS churches. 

 Pr Hasse shared that as of Saturday he’s 
been in the ministry for 55 years and has had 
Concordia Plans the entire time and is very 
thankful for the retirement packages availa-
ble. 

 It would be nice if the Ministry Directors 
would attend Congregation Meetings so 
they can respond to any questions that 
come up in their areas. Pr Kyle will consid-
er this for future meetings. 

 Thank you: Pr Hasse thanked Pr Kyle for 
his leadership during this very difficult situ-
ation. God has been good to us.  

 Thank you: Thank you to Jim Marshall for 
serving as our Congregation Vice-President 
for the past 14 years. His passion and dedi-
cation to the church is admirable. 

Adjournment: A motion was made by Bill 
Schultz and seconded by Deb Hand to ad-
journ the Congregation Meeting at 7:11 
p.m. Motion carried unanimously.   

Closing Prayer: Pastor Kyle Backhaus 

Attendance: 17 in person and 17 via live stream 

Congregation Meeting Minutes - June 16, 2020 
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Love INC is happy to announce the Fourth 
Annual Putt for Love Mini Golf outing on July 
25th from 10 am-10 pm at Harbor Pointe Minia-
ture Golf.  All proceeds from that day will bene-
fit Love INC of Sheboygan County.  

So gather your family and friends for a day of 
fun and help a great cause.  The event will fea-
ture 18 holes of golf, photo booth, hole in one 
contests, prizes, popcorn and slushies.  Thank 
you for your support.  Call Bonnie for questions 
or volunteer opportunities at 920-629-7796.   

4th Annual Putt Fore Love 
Mini Golf Outing 

Church Closed for             
Independence Day 

July 4 falls on a Saturday this year, so the 
holiday will be observed on Monday, July 6 by 
the church staff.  

The Church 
Office and 
building will be 
closed on Mon-
day, July 6. 
Regular office 
hours will resume 
on July 7. 
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How did Lutheran High continue their school 
during the Covid-19 Pandemic? 
 

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed 
him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly 
my disciples, and you will know the truth, and 
the truth will set you free.” John 8:31-32 

It was the best of times...and the worst of 
times. Who could have imagined the past 
school year and all that we would experience? 
There was a special performance of a piece of 
music written for Sheboygan Lutheran High 
School at the Christmas Concert. Winterim, 
“Crusader Time”, and so many more events 
were taking place as normal. There were great 
accomplishments with increased enrollment 
and the completion of the remodeled science 
rooms. A building addition starting to take 
form.  The anticipation of the spring musical 
“The Little Mermaid” which would feature the 
outstanding voices of our students along with 
some from our sister Lutheran grade school stu-
dents.  A run towards defending our state bas-
ketball title and a state golf championship. 
Then came the COVID-19 Pandemic and “a 
stay at home order” from the Governor.        

The world seemed to stop. 
But did it?  

We had many unique ex-
periences thanks to our staff 
members who stepped forward in faith and took 
on the challenges of this pandemic. Classes re-
sumed-virtually.  Concerts took place-virtually. 
Honors Night where our students were awarded 
$1,112,734 in scholarships and still counting-
virtually. Signs were delivered by two lovable 
guys and a special lady who took pictures. 
Chapels took place and people logged on to 
watch live. An auction took place online and 
brought in just under $90,000. Our students 
were taught and completed work all the way to 
the end of the scheduled school year. We tried 
to do it all and we were pretty successful includ-
ing as many things as possible. 

So now what?  

What is to come?  Graduation is planned for 
Wednesday, July 1.  Our Worship and Fine Arts 
Center continues to come together (see pic-
ture).   What next year looks like, no one knows, 
but we will be ready for anything and preparing 
for everything.  What do we know? We know 
the truth about what is really important. The 
main thing at Sheboygan Lutheran High School 
that will never change is the fact that we will do 
our best to honor our God. 

God the Father who is our Creator, and God 
the Son who sacrificed Himself to redeem us, 
and God the Holy Spirit who sanctifies us and 
keeps us in the one true faith. God’s Word will 
be shared, prayers will be said, forgiveness will 
be given and we will do our best to “Prepare 
Christian Leaders One Student at a Time”! 

Paul Gnan  
Executive Director 

Highlites from Lutheran High 
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Heavenly Father, we lift to you our prayers for… 
-1-Quilters and birthdays:  Gail Behrens, Jeff Berg, 

Taylor Kaat, Liam Marotz, Lydia Schmidt, Renee 
Setzer, Laura Voss Ann,: Brian & Katelyn Dahlke 

-2-Thursday Praise Team and birthdays:  Ben Bron-
oski, Wally Endsley, Bradley Henning, Randy 
Herzog, Debbie Ladwig, Sophia Smallwood An-
niversaries: Jason & Hillary Duff, Chad & Amy 
Kanzelberger 

-3-Prayer Chain and birthdays:  Linda Belsky, Judy 
Boeldt, Marcus Gerlach, Roger Jensema, Dean 
Sohn, Derek Stroessner Anniversary: Rick & Gail 
Brack, Rachel & Brian Klug 

-4-Our Religious Freedom and birthdays:  Seneida 
Biendarra, Dan Eirich, Adam Norlander, Mike 
Scharinger 

-5-Hispanic Ministry and birthdays:  Abby Block, 
Mariah Dowty, Hillary Duff, Tyler Ernst, Seth 
Jensema, Jim Marshall, Ellen Najacht, Taylor 
Trakel, Brooklyn Weilberg  Anniversaries:  Bart 
& Carla Behling, Dennis & Lynn Pekulik 

-6-Tech Team and birthdays:  Jodi Grossen, Made-
line Hildebrand, Margaret Kelling, Brady Kissel, 
Andrianna Krueger, Megan Limberg,  Jon Mertz-
ig, Melanie Solberg,  Ryan Valleskey Anniver-
saries: Shawn & Lauren Burkhardt  

-7-The Gathering Place and birth.: Mark Buffing-
ton, Nolan Buyze, Dan Golen, Jaxson Hankins, 
Carter Helgeson, Dolly Huibregtse, Adam Kel-
ling, Shelley Krause, Barbara Lohr, Troy Rude-
beck Ann.: Jim & Jodi Grossen, Josh & Jennifer 
Kattner 

-8-Facility Maintenance and birthdays:  Randal 
Block, Justin Gigstad, Wyatt Laporte, Stephanie 
Siegert, Abigail Smallwood  Anniversaries: Benn 
& Kayla Murphy 

-9-Pastors & their Families and birthdays:  Noah 
Berry, Nicholas Bruckner, Carter Chapman, Ian 
Doro, Kiara Eirich, Debbie Fleming, Caryl Ko-
lenc, Quinn Maas, Harper Neerhof, Judy Newber-
ry, Jada Servant  Ann.: Carlton & Monica Leitch 

-10-St. Paul Seniors and birthdays:  Esmae Daun, 
Louella Daun,  Becky Gross-Schuette, Clarity 
Jones, Leslie Leighton, Shawn Miller, Avery Mor-
ford, Carly Richter, Jacy Sperber Anniversaries: 
Bill & Jackie Bussert 

-11-Altar Guild Servers and birthdays:  Michael 
Grady, Allie Gruttner, Steve Ottman, Barb Petrie 
Anniversaries: Rick & Kristen Holzwart, Branden 
& Tara Kuehl, Gary & Pat Ubbelohde 

-12-Celebration and birthdays:  Kyleen Bruckner, 
Aaron Fihn, Tom Horn, Jerry Konik,  Sue Neer-
hof, Skyler Sitzberger, Joshua Splittgerber, Liam 
Werner, Darren Winter  Anniversary:  Pr. Kyle & 
Tessa Backhaus 

-13-Ministry Staff and birthdays:  Robbie Dotz, Ken-
dra Kooistra, Branden Kuehl, John Nygaard, Kris 
Smith, Chris Thill, Elmore Van Sluys, Tanner 
Voss, Terri Wallner, Rileigh Wesendorf  Anniver-
saries: Jim & Karen Fasse, Pete & Cheryl Wozniak 

-14-Bell Choir and birthdays:  Shirley Cizauskas, 
Michael Dahlke, Rob Danforth, Kaleb Herzog, Ju-
lie Hoegger, Max Jacquat, Linda Kaboord, Maddi-
son Kunz, Sharon Luker, Logan Miller, Ronda Op-
penheimer, Dylan Ottman, Ethan Rammer, Pam 
Sandee, Reed Veldman Anniversaries: Paul & Sue 
Berceau, Paul & Kerri Gnan, Pastor Don & Peggy 
Hasse, Brian & RaNae Passehl   

-15-Ladies’ Auxiliary and birthdays: Jana Bronoski, 
Amy Buffington, Rylan Cantwell, Aubrey Koois-
tra, Sally Ponath Anniversaries:  Gary & Jeanne 
Albrecht, Tim & Tina Allman, Scott & Dawn Ran-
dall, Warren & Kelly Roelse 

-16-The Harvest and birthdays:  Danielle 
Bruckschen, Leah Grosshuesch, Todd Musar, Erika 
Pfeifer, Lydia Randall, Morgan Rooker, Vaughn 
Verhulst  Anniversaries:  Seth & Heidi Gudmund-
son, Gary & Liz Kelling, Jason & Julie Miller 

-17-Office Helpers and birthdays:  Sue Billmann, 
Teri Gottowski, Janis Henning, Tim Kaat, Cade 
Knaus, Rianna Krist, Erik Krumholz, Sharon 
McCormick, Diane Oppeneer, Collin Schramm, 
Faith Wallner, Brittany Young  Anniversaries:  
Bruce & Karen Christenson, Tony & Sue Deheck, 
Jim & Nancy Ottman 

-18-Early Childhood Center and birthdays: Ashley 
Grasse, Kaylee VanderWeele, Tara Wagner  Anni-
versaries:  Tim & Nancy Carman, Norman & Dai-
sy Cook, Josh & Jenny Gierach, Tom & Dawn 
Hartmann, David & Heidi Witte  

-19-Communion Assistants and birthdays:  Cayden 
Carpenter, Lavern Kampmann, Rachelle Krist, Al-
lison Lee, Carson Miller, Austin Winkel Ann.: Ste-
ve & Sharen Backhaus, David & Heidi Gruetz-
macher, Lee & Ellen Guenther, Jerry & Kay Hui-
bregtse, Jay & Dawn Klister, Kurt & Annette 
Wickhorst 

-20-Youth Ministry and birthdays:  Sam Burhop, 
Kami Horn, Lilly Laporte, Isaiah Servant, Miranda 
Siech, Eian Vetting Anniversaries:  Keith & Deb-
bie Arneson, Heber & Angela Stoker, Gaylund & 
Terri Stone 

-21-Church Council and birthdays:  Chris Kaker, 
Peter Marotz, Lonna Near, Sandy Siech, Dave 
Weinhold Anniversary: Joe & Ashley Rawlings 

-22-AWANA and birthdays: Tina Allman, Gail 
Brack, Tamara Dassow, Rueben Klueger, Sarah 
Lee, Emma Maas, Peter McCarty, Louise 
Steuerwald, Sarah Stiemke, Max Valleskey,      

(Continued on page 14) 
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Prayer Calendar Continued from page13…  

Vallery Wallner, Kelli Widder  Anniversaries:  
Beth & Tom Jens, Carl & Barbara Nelson 

-23-Memory Matters and birth.: Matt Bertucci, 
Donna Den Boer, Roger Jeske, Rachel Klug, 
Carol Kraft, Kay Lake, Lisa Stengel, Nigel 
Thiel, Sharon Theissen, Sue Vollbrecht, Lydia 
Weidner Ann.: Wayne & Kathy Kohl, Ron & 
Caryl Kolenc, Cindy & Tim Rosenthal  

-24-Able Fellowship and birthdays:Alex Brandt, 
Nolan Christel, JoAnn Eirich, Barbara Guen-
ther, Avianna Hendrikse, Susan Richter, Cher-
yl Riemer, Jaiden Warm  Anniversaries: An-
drew & Angela Nelson, Zach & Bessa Theo-
blad, Nathan & Lyza Woelfel 

-25-Endowment Team and birthdays: Logan 
Babler, Renee Boll, Jenny Burton, Peggy Has-
se, Kim Kattner, Amber Spatz, Boyd Voll-
brecht, Kylie Wagner-Grobman  Anniver-
saries: Ray & Heidi Horn, Thomas & Jenna 
Walkenhorst 

-26-Ushers and birthdays:  Tania Beyer, Andy 
Buffington, Jack Kettering, Max Kettering, 
Jay Klister, Robert Schroeder, Diana Shircel 
Anniversaries:  Byron & Bonnie Kunert, Vic-
ki & Robin Sheedlo, Andrew & Jamie 
Wehner, Brian & Sue Williams 

-27-St. Paul Friends’Club and birthdays:  Harper 
Dentz, Donna Felch, Hunter Goetsch, Autumn 
Kaat, Donna Nygaard, Jason Wilson, Stephen 
Wilson  Anniversaries:  Rachel & Shawn 
Dahlke, Sandy & Dave Kluz, Dave & Anne 
Ritter, Jeff & Sherrill Smith 

-28-Celebrate Recorvery and birthdays: Tricia 
Berke, Rachel Dahlke, Marissa Doro, Jeff 
Johnson, Tom Leibham, John Owens, Dean 
Perronne, Colleen Reineking, Geri Rusch, 
Tracey Veldboom, Aron Weilberg  Anniver-
saries:  Derek & Melanie Rohde, Travis & 
Sara Smallwood 

-29-Confirmation and birthdays:  Tisha Allee, 
Emilie Burkhardt, Ashley Leighton, Eric 
Leuck, Aaron Mullikin, Julie Pietenpol, Isa-
bella Schuette, Mary Suemnicht  Anniv.: Dave 
& Sharon Maas, Chris & Julie Meyer 

-30-Good Hope Road and birthdays:  Adam 
Dollevoet, Kathy Gentry, Vicki Halverson, 
Emery Hankins, Jeffrey Hicks, Hailey 
Kvindlog, Maverick LaPean, Sharon Mattes, 
Evan Moon, Randy Palmer, Kristen Peterson, 
Isaac Punke, Angela Stoker  Ann.:  Ptr. Tom 
& Judy Gudmundson, Mary & Eric Wallner 

-31-Finance Team and birthdays: Alex Blindau-
er, Amber Daun, Barrett Graminske, Julie 
Meyer, Jane Paul, Judy Post, Jason Schmidt, 
Janina Siemers Anniversaries:  Dave & Bon-
nie Albrecht, Mark & Sandy Debbink, Elmore 
& Shirley Van Sluys  

…. Amen 

Baptized 
Members 

 
2,650 

Confirmed 
Members 

 
2,175 

Membership Report

Contact Karri in the Church Office for a de-
tailed report. 

Financial Report 
Financial Results- Current Month &Year to 

Date 

  

11 Months 

Ended           
5-31-20 

Actual  

11 Months 

Ended            
5-31-20 

Budget 

Variance 
from  budget  
(Short)/Over  

General        
Offerings $1,133,759  $1,194,606 $(60,847)   
Other In-
come 21,726  16,179 5,546  
Mission        
Offerings 85,651  89,621 (3,970)  
Total In-
come $1,241,135  $1,300,405 $(59,270)  

      

Operating     
Expenses $1,135,595  $1,203,702 1  $(68,107)  
Mission     
Support 85,651  89,621 (3,970)  

Total          
Expense $1,221,245  $1,293,322 $(72,077)  
      

Surplus 
(Deficit)       
Total $ 19,890  $ 7,083 $ 12,807  
 

     

      

Early Childhood Center reporting has been included 
in the numbers shown. 

The Gathering Place reporting has been eliminated 
as it is self-funding. 

Dedicated Account Funds 

  
Monthly      
Activity  

Balance at  
Month End 

  Increase (Decrease)   

Parking Lot 
Fund $ 2,001  $ 22,650 

     

Capital         
Improvements $ (8,880)  $ 3,626 

       

1 - Expenses are under budget due to the unfilled 3rd 
pastor position 
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Pastors: Kyle Backhaus, Senior Pastor 

  Thomas Gudmundson, Associate Pastor 

  Donald Hasse, Pastor Emeritus 
 

Church Office Hours:  8:30 am - 4:30 pm  Monday - Thursday
    Fridays 8:30 am - Noon 

Church Phone:  920-467-6449 

Church Fax: 920-467-4239 

ECC Phone: 920-467-6733 

The Gathering Place: 920-627-6847 

Website:  www.stpaulfalls.com 
 

Worship Schedule 
Thursday   6:30 pm  Informal (Country Music 3rd Thurs./month) 

Sunday   8:00 am Traditional (Hymns) 

 10:00 am Contemporary  
 

Education Schedule 

  Sunday School during 9:15 am service (during the school year) 
   

Early Childhood Center 

 3 year-old class - Tuesday & Thursday  

   9:00 - 11:30 am or 12:30 - 3:00 pm  

 4K Class - Monday, Wednesday & Friday  

   8:30 - 11:30 am  

 Child Care - Monday through Friday 6:30 am - 6:00 pm  

   Ages 2 ½ - 5 years Call for Drop-ins 
 

The Gathering Place & Memory Matters 

 TGP - Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm  

 Memory Matters - Thursdays 9:00 am - 1:00 pm 


