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The Mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church 

ñAs Friends of God through Jesus, empowered by the Spirit, we are Connecting 

People to Christ by sharing His love in word and action everywhere we are.ò 

ñWhat is Lent About?ò 
As the season of Lent is upon 

us, I would like you to consider 
what Lent is all about. Lent is a 
season in the church year that 
leads us into Holy Week and ulti-
mately Easter. Lent is a time for 
self-reflection and repentance as 
we consider the fact that in order 
for God to buy us back from sin, 
death, and the devil, it cost God 
his one and only Son. Martin Lu-
ther noted in the first of his 95 
Theses: ñWhen our Lord and Mas-
ter Jesus Christ said, 
óRepentô  (Matthew 4:17), He 
willed the entire life of believers 
to be one of repentance.ò 

Through His living Word, 
God brings us back to repentance 
time and time again. He cuts 
through our calloused consciences 
and shows us our failure, pride, 
and sin that stands in the way of 
His work in our lives, in the lives 
of those around us, and in the 
world in which we live. We need 
a regular reboot of repentance.  

Sin is serious! It is what sepa-
rates us from our neighbors and 
loved ones. It causes divisions in 
the world. It is the cause of bro-
kenness in ourselves and others. 
Sin wreaks havoc in our lives. It 
destroys everything it touches, 
including our relationships with 
those around us and ultimately our 
relationship with God himself.  

So, in this season of Lent, let 
me invite you to join me, as we 
fall before our faithful Father in 
heaven, humbly confessing our 
sins and failures. I invite you to be 
honest about your need for for-
giveness, trusting that the blood of 
Jesus, shed on the cross on Good 
Friday, will cleanse you and re-
new you.  

The prophet Isaiah highlighted 
two areas for repentance: our at-
tention to God and our love for 
our neighbor. The prophet says, 
ñYour new moons and your ap-
pointed feasts my soul hates; they 
have become a burden to me; I am 
weary of bearing them. When you 
spread out your hands, I will hide 
my eyes for you; even though you 
make many prayers, I will not lis-
ten; your hands are full of blood. 
Wash yourself; make yourselves 
clean; remove the evil of your 
deeds from before my eyes; cease 
to do evil, learn to do good; seek 
justice, correct oppression; bring 
justice to the fatherless, plead the 
widowôs cause (Isaiah 1:14-17).ò  

After calling His people to 
repentance, God declared: ñCome 
now, let us reason together, says 
the Lord: though your sins are 
like scarlet, they shall be as white 
as snow; though they are red like 
crimson, they shall become like 
wool (Isaiah 1:18). ò 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Pastor Kyle Backhaus 
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Spiritual Gifts Discovery 

The biblical teaching regarding Spiritual Gifts is one of the long lost doctrines of Christianity. In 
this day and age of professional clergy, many Christians have the mindset that we ñhireò pastors and 
other professionals to do the work of the Church. Itôs what theyôre paid for. Theyôre the ministers. But 
the Bible paints a very different picture. 

 In Ephesians 4:11-16, St. Paul writes: 

He (Christ) also gave apostles, prophets, missionaries, as well as pastors and teachers as 
gifts to his church. 12 Their purpose is to prepare Godôs people to serve and to build up the 
body of Christ. 13 This is to continue until all of us are united in our faith and in our knowledge 
about Godôs Son, until we become mature, until we measure up to Christ, who is the standard. 
14 Then we will no longer be little children, tossed and carried about by all kinds of teachings 
that change like the wind. We will no longer be influenced by people who use cunning and 
clever strategies to lead us astray. 15 Instead, as we lovingly speak the truth, we will grow up 
completely in our relationship to Christ, who is the head. 16 He makes the whole body fit to-
gether and unites it through the support of every joint. As each and every part does its job, he 
makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. 

So, how does this work of service get accomplished?  It is through all of the members using their 
spiritual gifts in service to Christ and His Church. Notice how Paul explains this in Romans 12:5-8, 

éeven though we are many individuals, Christ 
makes us one body and individuals who are con-
nected to each other. 6 God in his kindness gave 
each of us different gifts. If your gift is speaking 
what God has revealed, make sure what you say 
agrees with the Christian faith. 7 If your gift is serv-
ing, then devote yourself to serving. If it is teach-
ing, devote yourself to teaching. 8 If it is encourag-
ing others, devote yourself to giving encourage-
ment. If it is sharing, be generous. If it is leader-
ship, lead enthusiastically. If it is helping people in 
need, help them cheerfully. 

So, what Spiritual Gifts has God given to you? I want to personally invite you to join us for this 
fun 1-session study of the Bibleôs teaching about Godôs plan for getting the mission work of the 
Church accomplished. One of the most affirming features of the class is the opportunity to take the 
Spiritual Gifts Inventory which will help you begin to understand how God has equipped you to be 
involved in the mission of ñConnecting People to Christ.ò  

We are asking everyone to take the class. New class sessions scheduled for March: 

Tuesday, March 10 @ 6:30 pm, Room #100 

Monday, March 23 @ 6:30 pm, Room #100 

ñEach of you as a good manager must use the gift that God has given you to serve others.ò 
-1 Peter 4:10 

 In Christ, 

Pastor Tom 
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Jeff Diener, Director of Childrenôs & Family Ministry - Jeff D@stpaulfalls.com 

Early Childhood Center 

Sunday School Update  

Enrollment for the 2020 - 2021 school year has begun. The following classes are available ï 3 year 
old Preschool which meets on T, Th from 9:00-11:30 am or 12:30-3:00 pm and the 4K program which 
meets M, W, and F from 8:30-11:30 am. 

A spot will be saved for your child when the registration form (yellow tri-fold found on the wall in 
the Gathering Area) along with the $50 registration fee is 
turned in. (Bring it to the Early Childhood Center or turn 
it in at the church office.)  Tuition is $95 per month for 
Preschool and $125 per month for 4K.  The SCRIP pro-
gram is available to help offset the costs.   

Child Care is also available on days or times when 
your child is not in school.  We are quite full right now, 
but some openings will be available for children ages 2 İ 
- 5 years old this summer and for next school year.  Child 
care is open Monday ï Friday from 6:30 am ï 6:00 pm.  
The hourly rate is $4.25 per hour for 3-5 year olds and 
$4.50 for 2.5 year olds.  If you know anyone who might 
be interested, have him or her call 467-6733 or stop by 
the Early Childhood Center. 

This past month of Sunday School we continued our look at the New Testa-
ment. The kids continue to see and learn what it means to be part of the Christian 
Church. They (and all of us) are Children of God. Weôre on the same team. Weôve 
been equipped with His armor. And we can join with the Heroes of Faith from the 
Old Testament who had an incredible faith but were sinners just like us.  

This month we will join the congregation in living out the words of Jesus 
in the Red Letter Challenge. May the Lord bless us as we seek to do this. 

Upcoming Themes:  
March 1: Being   March 22: Giving 

March 8: Forgiving  March 29: Going 

March 15: Serving 

Questions on Sunday School: Contact Jeff Diener at jeffd@stpaulfalls.com or 467-6449 x115. 


