St. Paul Lutheran Church
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November 2020

“Focused On Faith”
“The Lord is my shepherd, I am never in need.”
-Psalm 23:1

Pastor Tom Gudmundson

“These last
6 months
have really
challenged our
faith, haven’t
they?“

Do you remember this verse?
Many of you probably have it
memorized and have quoted it a
time or two. But, do you believe
it? Seriously, do you really believe it? These last 6 months have
really challenged our faith, haven’t they? I mean, it’s easy to sit in
church and recite the Apostles’
Creed, pray the Lord’s Prayer and
say, yeah, I believe and trust in
our Triune God. But now a great
test of faith is staring us in the
face. Will we entrust our lives into
His almighty and gracious care, or
will we panic and try to run and
hide because this is soooo scary
and out of our control? Now, before you start feeling super guilty
and get upset with me, please keep
in mind that we are all broken
people living in a broken world.
We’ve all had our share of frightful moments since the pandemic
hit. None of us can claim absolute
calm in the midst of the storm. In
fact, the chinks in my armor lately
have served to drive me closer to
God in dependence upon His unfailing love for us in Jesus. My
vulnerability has become glaring
to me. I find myself reading my
Bible more and praying with
greater regularity and fervor. I
honestly can’t wait for weekend

worship because I find a special
closeness to God when worshiping fellow believers that I crave
right now more than ever. And
when I’m not there because Pastor
Kyle is leading worship (for now
due to the pandemic, he and I are
not present in worship together as
a precaution to protect the congregation), my week feels very incomplete. I’m thankful for the service online, but it’s not like being
there.
Obviously, the pandemic is
only one of many threats that we
are facing in life today. Social justice concerns have also been front
and center. The election season is
upon us. Some of you are facing
other medical issues while others
are struggling with great loss.
Whatever is pushing the big red
panic button for you, I want to
encourage you to draw closer to
God right now. Don’t push Him
away. He is your “Good Shepherd” who will lead, guard, and
protect you. He understands your
fears and will comfort and
strengthen you as you turn to
Him.
In closing, try memorizing and
reflecting upon a favorite Bible
(Continued on page 17)

The Mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church
“As Friends of God through Jesus, empowered by the Spirit, we are Connecting
People to Christ by sharing His love in word and action everywhere we are.”
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Christmas Blessings Information
St. Paul has partnered with the Salvation Army to provide Christmas gifts to people in need this
holiday season. There are multiple opportunities for St. Paul members to get involved this year!

Volunteers
We are looking for people with giving hearts that would like to help with our Christmas Blessings Ministry. There are over 20 different opportunities to volunteer, including shopping for gifts,
delivering gifts, handing out gifts, etc. Sign-up sheets will be in the Gathering Area and on our
website beginning November 5. If you have any questions, please contact Stefanie in the church
office. Thank you in advance for helping to bless the lives of those less
fortunate during Christmas!

Adopt-a-Family
If you are interested in "adopting a family" for the Christmas Season,
please sign up on our website or by contacting Stefanie
(stefaniet@stpaulfalls.com or 467-6449) in the Church Office by November 22. Some suggestions for adopting a family can include purchasing gifts for the family, delivering the gifts to them, taking them a
meal or even meals throughout the year, or bringing them a Christmas
tree. Most importantly this would be a family that you would pray for
and with. You can choose what suits you best!

Wish Lists & Donations
We have the opportunity to provide Christmas presents to
those who are struggling this holiday season through our Christmas Blessings Ministry. If you would like to purchase a gift for
someone in need, please sign up in the Gathering Area or on our
website November 5-22. We will then email/mail you the wish
list for an individual. Gifts need to be returned to church by Dec
6. If you would like to make a financial contribution towards
this ministry, you can do so by placing it in an envelope and
marking it Christmas Blessings.
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Operation Christmas Child
Operation Christmas Child boxes are
available in the back of church to be picked
up, filled and then brought back. A few
things to remember when packing your OCC
box- NO liquids, NO toothpaste, NO lotions,
NO candy, NO indicators of war, and NO
used items. Guidelines on what can be placed
into boxes and payment envelope can be
found in each box. All filled boxes need to
be returned to the back of church by November 22nd.

“Hanging of the Greens”
Christmas Decorating
Help make this year’s Christmas
special!
Decorating for the Christmas season
will begin on Sunday, December 6 at 12:15
pm. Please consider sharing your time and
talents. It’s a great family event for all ages.
The wearing of masks and distance spacing
will be observed. There will be separated work
areas to decorate. Finishing touches will be
on Monday, December 7 beginning at 10
am. People who are comfortable with heights
and ladders are needed.
We will be able to accomplish the amount
of decorating based on
the number of servants
that volunteer to help.
PLEASE SIGNUP at the Information
Center. Thank you and
let’s have a Merry
Christmas.
Lorrie Wilson,
Adornment Coordinator.

Thanksgiving Worship

Join us for
Thanksgiving
Worship!
Sign up for Thanksgiving Services will open on Monday,
November 16 at 9:00 am. You
may sign up on the website or
call the Church Office.
Social distancing and masks will
be required at both services.

Contemporary Worship
Wednesday, November 25 at
7:00 pm

Traditional Worship
Thursday, November 26 at
9:00 am
Holy Communion will be celebrated at
both services.
We will be collecting non-perishable
food for our local food pantry.
Please place your donation in a box
at the display in the Gathering
Area.
The Church Office is closed on Thursday & Friday, November 26 & 27.
There is no AWANA, AIM, or Confirmation on Wed, November 25.
There is no Informal Worship Thursday, November 26

St Paul Lutheran Church Newsletter
Issued monthly.
Issue # November 2020
St. Paul Lutheran Church
730 County Road PPP
Sheboygan Falls
WI
53085
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Early Childhood Center
Things are different this year. In the past, the 4K class would have gone on a variety of field trips
and the librarian from Memorial Library would have visited the Preschool and Child Care classes by
now. None of this is happening, but instead of complaining about what we can’t do or what the children are missing out on, we are thankful for the things we do have. So far
we have only seen runny noses and colds, we have library time once a
month with the teachers taking turns reading the books, we are going to
chapel once a month and the children think it is fun! We are thankful for
a very stable, mature staff that is providing excellent care as well as a
wide variety of educational experiences every day. Most importantly, we
acknowledge Jesus’ sacrifice for us on the cross, giving us his forgiveness
daily and trust in His care and protection.

Sunday School Update
Looking Back: Following along with the
worship themes, Sunday School classes spent
October looking at the Parables of Jesus. Parables are earthly stories with heavenly meanings
told by Jesus. Two of them had the kids thinking about loving and trusting in God...not stuff.
A third parable had them understanding how
God celebrates the lost that are found.

Moving Forward: Join us each Sunday during the 9:15 service (kids are dismissed about
9:40) for a sermon-themed message at the kid’s
level of understanding. Please be sure to signup for worship. For those unable to attend (or
for more info on Sunday School), visit
www.stpaulfalls.com/sunday-school for a
video you can show and discuss at home with
your kids (or grandkids!).

PICTURES: Kind/1st Grade Students decide
what are wants and what are needs.

Upcoming Children/Family Opportunities
November 4: AWANA Sparks Family Night
• November 11: AWANA TNT Family Night
• November 21-29: Manger Project Pick-up
• November 22: Bowling at Odyssey Lanes
• November 28: Manger Project Assembly Saturday
**AWANA classes meet online on Wednesday Nights from 6-6:30
**Sunday School meets every Sunday during the 9:15 Worship Service
•

For more info and to stay updated on the latest opportunities join our St. Paul Falls
Children & Family Facebook page or visit our Children’s Ministry website.
Jeff Diener, Director of Children’s & Family Ministry - Jeff D@stpaulfalls.com
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AWANA Update
Looking Back: Kids (and parents) continue to learn and grow In Person, Online
and At Home. This was month 2 of 9 in our journey of going through the Old Testament. As a club, we are looking at each book of the Old Testament as well as key 40
actions/keywords that summarize the Old Testament story line. Our latest 4 summarize the book of Exodus: Moses, Passover, Law, Tabernacle (Visit our website for
the actions!). Online relationships continue to grow through discussion on themes
like Favorite Food, Dressing the Same, and Sharing about something you’ve won.
At Home, 3 of our students earned awards in their handbooks: Amos Diener (earned
1 Jewel), Ben Hildebrand (3 Jewels), Sophia Schmidt (Rank Emblem—see picture)
Moving Forward: It’s not too late to sign-up and be a part of our AWANA experience. Visit
www.stpaulfalls.com/awana for more information (and dates) on all 3 parts being offered this
year (In Person, Online and At Home). In November, we’ll be looking at Leviticus-Deuteronomy in
person and Judges-2nd Samuel Online.

PICTURES: Ben, Amos, Emaline and Adeline show off the sandals Moses had to take off because he
was on Holy Ground. They drew pictures and wrote this month’s key words as reminder of what happened in Exodus.

Family Toolbox
Deuteronomy 6:7 instructs parents to impress God’s commandments on their children. While it
would be nice if teachers, coaches, and bosses would support this, in the end it is the job of parents
to daily raise their kids in the Lord. Below are some suggestions to help along the way. For more
specific resources feel free to contact Jeff.
Consider attacking a neighbor with kindness. Some people call these “RAK attacks!” (Random
Acts of Kindness). Leave a note on their car, write in chalk on their driveway, rake their
leaves. This doesn’t have to be your physical neighbor either. Find an anonymous way to help
someone out.
Consider giving a thank you note to a teacher, coach, etc. If there is someone who has had a positive impact on you or your kids…let them know! If someone has volunteered their time to
help your kid, consider a kind note or even a gift card. Let them know they’re appreciated.
Even if it is 1,2, or 5 or more years later—let them know.
Consider Praying Together: Dear Jesus. Thank you for the people around us. Help us to reflect
your love to them. May we support each other in your name. Amen
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Teacher Spotlight
For the next few months we will be highlighting a Sunday School and AWANA guide.

Occupation: Mechanical Engineer

Megan Horn: Sunday School-3K/4K

Hobbies: Gardening, Golf, watching sports

Occupation: Occupational Therapist

Favorite Color: Purple

Hobbies: Running, reading, playing piano

Favorite Food: Any seafood

Favorite Color: Pink

Favorite Bible Verse: John 3:16

Favorite Food: Pizza

Something we may not know about your
family: My oldest son lives in New Zealand

Favorite Bible Verse: 1 John 4:19

Randy Block: AWANA 3rd Grade

Years serving in AWANA? 8 Years
Why do you teach AWANA? I love connecting with the younger kids and want to help
connect them to Christ.
Share a favorite teaching moment: Last year
several 3rd graders individually took the opportunity to lead our class in prayer. We always say anyone can pray about anything,
but to see them put it in practice was amazing.
Describe what you do in class: We talk about
high/lows, pray, discuss theme and book of
the Bible, do the hand gestures of the Bible,
play a game, close in prayer.
The best thing about teaching AWANA: I
think we have a lot of fun in AWANA. The
themes are great and a chance to tell something about us. We usually play a fun game.
Best of all we learn about God and His word
while having fun.

Something we may not know about your family: We can all water ski
Years serving in SS? 7 Years
Why do you teach SS? It is an area in which I
am comfortable serving. I have worked in the
daycare setting and as a nanny in my younger
years and I always knew that I wanted a family. I have always loved connecting with children and I feel driven to use this talent to
teach them about God.
Share a favorite teaching moment: I am always amazed by how even at 3 years old, the
kids can recall verses, songs and details of the
lessons when we review.
Describe what you do in class: Our class is
driven by routine. We start out with a coloring
sheet while I introduce the new lesson. We
review previous lessons. We participate in an
interactive or craft activity (Engaging as many
senses as possible) to help the kids connect
with the message. We use videos and songs to
further spread the message. We pray!
The best thing about teaching: There are so
many! Having a special time set aside each
week to reflect on God’s word, feeling connected with my church family, being able to
demonstrate to my
daughters how to serve
and love God.

Pictures: Randy with his 3rd grade class. They meet via Zoom this
year. Megan and her daughter Kami singing and dancing with this
year’s 3K/4K class. Megan with her husband and two daughters
(and SS assistants!)
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Youth Ministry at St Paul

Nicole Dollevoet, Director of Youth

Confirmation students have been busy studying for tests and also rolling up their sleeves and doing
a number of service projects. During our 1st quarter, over 100 service opportunities have been submitted by our Confirmands. They are reaching far into the community. First Communion for our 6th
grade class was postponed to October of this year for our now 7th graders. It was exciting to gather
together for learning all day about the Old Testament roots of the Passover. We then celebrated with
parents at the Seder Meal.

Confirmation students
decorating OCC boxes

1st Communion Seder Meal experience

Youth group on Sunday night has been very busy. We were blessed to be able to have Rochester
Park as outside location for meeting. With the use of the shelter, we held a game night, did multiple
service projects, and used their sand pit for volleyball. We held our
second annual pumpkin carving contest and had some great entries
this year! Every Sunday we have different youth lead devotions as we
explore how we can see God in our every day lives.
Mid-October we had a daylong event where the youth served all
around Sheboygan County. Some of the projects we worked on: creating goody baskets for Sheboygan Falls fire and police stations. Assembled boxes for Operation Christmas Child. Made cards for our St.
Paul shut-ins. Helped with river clean up through Camp YKoda, creYouth Day of Service
ated memory books for Sharon S Richardson and did a number of jobs
at RAYS. Truly a tiring but awesome Saturday spent together serving.
Looking ahead to the month of November for youth group we are excited to hold a movie night in
the fellowship hall, assemble care packages for our college students and then offer a game night.
Watch our website for latest schedule and safety protocols we will be following. https://www.stpaulfalls.com/youth---young-adult-ministry

Children, youth and family events continue to be a great opportunity for fellowship with our brothers and sisters in Christ. We had a great time at Harbor Pointe with over 60 people participating. The end of October we are
headed to the Bulitz Pumpkin Farm. Please mark your calendar for November 22nd when we head to Odyssey lanes for some bowling fun! Watch the
weekly news on how you and your family can sign up for these events. It is
great that we can still gather as a church family making a few adjustments
while living in a pandemic!

Nicole Dollevoet, Director of Youth & Family Ministry - NicoleD@stpaulfalls.com

Miller family enjoying some mini
golf
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Faith Path Recap & Upcoming Event
As part of our Faith Path, during October third graders had the chance to participate in a virtual
Bible@Home Event. This included the gift of a Bible from St. Paul with a personalization by parents. Parents and kids together then had the chance to start getting to know and using their Bible. In
the end they were challenged to complete a Bible Scavenger hunt. If you’d like info on this and other Faith Path Step, visit our Faith Path wall across from the book store. And consider attending our
next event (see below):

Preparing for Adolescence@Home Event
When: Sunday, Nov 15 from 9:00-10:30 am OR
Tuesday, Nov 17 from 6:00-7:30 pm
This Take-It-Home Event is part of our Faith Path and is a
beginning step in encouraging and resourcing parents to talk to
their kids about the special design God has for our bodies and
the changes they will be experiencing as they get older as well
as peer pressure, dating, and more.
While this is highly recommended for 4th grade parents, parents of any age kids are welcome to attend. Please RSVP to Jeff
Diener by Nov 11 if you plan to attend.

Manger Project
This family friendly event/activity has 3 simple steps:
1) Build it—Enjoy hammering and working
together.
2) Display it—Place it in front of your tree as
a reminder of God’s amazing love.
3) Give it away—Fill your manger with gifts
and bless someone in need after
Christmas.
How it works:
1) RSVP to Jeff by Nov 15 if you plan to participate
2) Pick-up precut manger kits and instructions between Nov 21-29
Optional: Be a part of Assembly Saturday, November 28 from 9-11 am. Join other
families (and experienced woodworkers with nail guns!) in putting your manger together at St. Paul.
A Twist: Included in your manger kit will be a Reverse Advent Calendar. Each day
leading up to Christmas, consider filling your manger with a suggested donation item.
Then donate all the items to a local food pantry or family after Christmas.
Other things to note:
*There are two sizes of mangers: Large: 2’ x 1.5’ x 1.5’ Small: 11” x 9” x 9”
*Questions or to sign-up for Assembly Saturday—Contact Jeff Diener
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Helping Kids Food Items
Needed
Thanksgiving will be here before we know
it and Helping Kids would like to be able to
share some extra food blessings with the kids
and their families we are helping. Please consider donating some very much needed food
item. If you wish to make a monetary donation
for the purchase of needed food items please
write your check out to Sheboygan Falls
School District and in the memo line put Helping Kids. Your donation can be put in the
church drop box and the office will get them to
me. Please put your donation in the bin marked
Helping Kids in the giving center. Below is a
list of items needed. Thank you for your support.
God’s Richest Blessings, Kathy Rowe –
Helping Kids
Items needed: Canned Fruits, Applesauce,
Jell-O/Instant Pudding, Canned Vegetables,
Canned Sweet Potatoes, Box Potatoes, Boxed
Mashed Potatoes, Box Stuffing, Can Gravy,
Cake Mix and Frosting.

Feed My Starving Children
– Looking Ahead
As we reported in July, the 2020 Feed My
Starving Children MobilePack will not take
place this year, due to health concerns related
to the pandemic. We are optimistic, however,
that we will be able to continue our tradition of
helping this important mission in 2021 with a
MobilePack here at St. Paul. To that end, we
are less than half way
to our goal of
$38,000. Please watch
for updates on future
fundraising events.
We ask for your prayers and welcome your
donations. Your continued and past support of our church and community…and, our world, is amazing!

Guatemala 2021
The Guatemala Mission Team continues to
move forward with plans to travel to the Children’s Home, Casa Aleluya, in fall of 2021.
We will also be working with another organization called Senderos de Luz to deliver water
filtration systems, food, and Bibles to families
in the surrounding community. We are requesting a commitment deposit by December 15th to
allow us to begin to look for affordable airfare
early in 2021. There will be limited spots available. Of course, if travel
isn’t possible due to
COVID issues, this deposit will be refundable.
If you have an interest or
have any questions,
please contact Aaryn
Feile (afeile@chw.org
or 920-980-9290).

Pillowcase Dresses
We are so happy to announce that the next
batch of pillowcase dresses made by our group
of faithful seamstresses here at St. Paul Falls is
going to Guatemala with the St. Paul Guatemala Mission Group in 2021. If you haven’t tried
sewing a pillowcase dress as yet, feel free to
take a pillowcase from the bin in the Giving
Center where you can also find a sample dress
and simple instructions.
A faithful seamstress said “I like to think,
as I’m sewing, that each dress is a kind of prayer for the little girl who receives it; a prayer for
her health and wellbeing, for her education, for
her faith in Jesus and her hope for the future”.
Each dress that’s sewn and sent is a blessing for
the child who receives it, and for the person
who created it.
Please place new or gently used pillowcases
as well as your finished dresses in the Little
Dresses Bin. Donated pillowcases should be
cotton or cotton blends only. Please no microfiber or flannel.
Many thanks to all who have sewn dresses
in the past. Please keep sewing…the needs are
so great! If you have questions or concerns,
please contact Judy Konik @ 467.4787 or jkjudyfay@gmail.com
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Guys Get Together
(Again!)
All guys are invited to this time of Fellowship, Food, Fun and Devotion.
When: Monday, November 9 from 6:00-8:00
pm in the Fellowship Hall.
Contact Jeff Diener with questions.

Women’s Bible Study
The Tuesday Morning Women’s Study
began meeting again in-person and virtually
the middle of September. We kicked off our
year with a presentation and discussion about
our response to social justice issues. Now, we
are working our way through the book Trusting God by Jerry Bridges. Each chapter has
challenged how we view God working in our
world and gives Biblical evidence of why we
can always trust Him. The book is phenomenal. And studying it together, as well supporting each other in prayer, is encouraging and
strengthening! We have a couple more inperson seats available Tuesdays from 9-11am,
as well as the option to join the study virtually.
Contact Stephanie Diener if you are interested
(stephaniediener@hotmail.com).

Crusader for Christ Award
Recipient
Congratulations goes to Jim Fasse, Love
INC’s Crusader for Christ Award recipient for
November! Since Jim’s service at Love INC
began in 2018, he has left his fingerprint in
many areas and continues to make an impact
through his service! He was instrumental in
our building transition and in the warehouse
racking projects, both of which have changed
the way we do business. His contributions to
the Home Repair Gap Ministry are also a huge
asset to the team. Jim has moved deeply into
the mission of Love INC as he joined the Executive Committee and Board, taking on the role
of Treasurer, where he has worked with integrity and diligence on our financial reports. We
are blessed by his thoughtfulness, generosity,
patience, and insight. We especially appreciate
his extension of grace. Jim exhibits the standard of excellence that is at the heart of all we
strive to do within Love INC. Thank you for
your dedication, Jim! We applaud you!

Sheboygan Warming
Center
Ministry Service Opportunity
Several years ago, former pastor, Mark Janzen, from our church was a part of a group that
started a Warming Center in Sheboygan that
was open during the winter months to provide a
place for the homeless to spend the night out of
the cold and to receive an evening meal and
breakfast. Jerry Jorgenson from our church has
also been involved with this ministry. Initially it
was housed at the Salvation Army facility. This
year it is being moved to the Saint Cyril and
Methodius Catholic Church in Sheboygan. Preparations are currently under way to open the
Warming Center during the first week of January. If you would like to know more about this
ministry or would like to volunteer to serve,
please contact Ken Ristow at
kwristow@hotmail.com.

Candle Glow &
Cookie Walk
2020
With all the uncertainty
surrounding the pandemic,
and with everyone’s health
and well being in mind, Candle Glow and the Cookie
Walk will be cancelled for this year. We hope to
be back in 2021!
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October Church Council Meeting Summary
Children & Family Ministry Update – Jeff
Diener reported that the Nursery is back open
and a valuable resource for families. The
Manager Project will be starting shortly, for
families to work on together.
AWANA has been altered this year to allow
for more Wednesday evening building space.
AWANA is offered virtually at home, in person as a family or a blend of the two. There
are many families participating and this is
going well.

The Sunday School teachers have a lot of
passion to continue Connecting the children
to Christ, which has been inspiring. Attendance is definitely lower, as anticipated. Jeff
continues to do weekly videos as well.
Many Faith Path activities have been adjusted
to become virtual for the year. Family Groups
have evolved, where families are reaching out
to other families to life up and support each
other – best equated to a small group type of
ministry. Family Ministry events continue to
happen when safety precautions are available,
to allow us to continue creating a community
amongst the congregation, as best as possible.
The Guys Get Together Group will be restarting this month, allowing men to gather for
fellowship.
September Treasurer’s Report – A State grant
was received for our childcare program in the
amount of $8,480 to maintain quality staff
and to fund additional needs incurred due to
Covid. A second grant has become available
and will be applied for shortly.
Policy #41 – Undesignated Monetary Donations Policy- This policy was updated and
approved. It is available on our website.
Constitution & Bylaws - The District has approved our revised Constitution & Bylaws.
The final step is for Congregation approval.
Stefanie will create a one page summary of
the major changes, which will be provided to
the Congregation in the December newsletter.
Full marked up copies will also be available
in the church office. A Congregation Meeting
will be held on Tuesday, January 19 at
6:45pm.

Roofing Project - The Roofing Project has been
scheduled for Spring. Last month the Council approved the use of the Building Fund
for this project, which will need to be approved by the Congregation at the January
Meeting.
HVAC Repair Project - An air handling unit is
broken and created significant damage from
the shrapnel that traveled through a portion
of the HVAC system. This repair will be
funded by the Capital Improvement Fund
with an estimated cost of $15,000.
The Capital Improvement Fund continues to
lessen. A December newsletter article will
be written to educate the Congregation about
the importance of this fund as the building
continues to age.
It was suggested that the Council make a
recommendation at the January Congregation Meeting to allocate some Building
Funds to the Capital Improvement Fund.
This will be discussed further at the November Council Meeting.

Post Mask Mandate – Choir - Pr Kyle followed up with Thomas in regards to the
mask optional plan. Those that are actively
attending practice right now would like
masks optional once the mandate is lifted. It
will be the choice of that group at that time.
It was suggested that the choir video their
practice to share it during Worship, so everyone can continue enjoying their ministry.
Thomas is also hoping to do small ensemble
performances at worship.
Elder Team Update – The Elder Team has assisted Pr Kyle with the Seminary Student
application.
A questionnaire has been sent to small group
leaders, looking for updates and seeing if
they need any assistance. The goal is to keep
people connected, especially for those not
attending worship right now.
The Elders are reviewing LCMS materials
regarding the roles of the Elders vs Church
Council. In general, the Elders cover spiritual issues and the Council covers the business
of the church. However, there are grey areas
(Continued on page 14)
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The Gathering Place “Gives” Campaign
2020 has been a difficult year for all nonprofits, but especially for The Gathering
Place. Closing for 3 months and then being
able to only welcome back a smaller group of
participants due to new census rules because
of the virus has made it hard for our families
and for our program. Income and fundraising
opportunities are down. So, what can we/you
do to help us continue this vibrant program?
Donate to our capital campaign/November
Giving with a goal of $25,000.

We have served close to a thousand individuals dealing with memory loss and when
you include the caregivers it reaches the tens
of thousands of people that have benefited
from our programming
right here in Sheboygan
County. Of course, we
cannot do this without adequate funds. Our fundraising goal for 2020 is
$25,000. These funds will
help The Gathering Place
and Memory Matters continue to give our families
the much-needed respite at
an affordable cost and will

enrich the lives of our participants. An average
cost of a day program across the U.S. charges a
participant fee that is at least $20.00 higher than
what we charge.
100% of donations go to our programs.
Join us for “Giving November” and donate
today. This can be done by check, online
through our website memorymattersmost.com
(go to donation tab) or through WeShare, The
Gathering Place November Giving Campaign
Thank you
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Solitude as Soul Care
Richard J. Foster
(Celebration of Discipline)
says solitude is “more a state
of mind and heart” than a
place: “There is a solitude of
the heart that can be maintained at all times. Crowds, or
the lack of them, have little to
do with this inward attentiveness.”
Although Jesus preferred crowd-free alone
times, that’s not always feasible. But no matter
your surroundings and responsibilities, you can
carve out intentional time to “be still” (Psalm
46:10). Try these tips for adding solitude to life’s
rhythms:
•

Take a day. Every month or two, enjoy a
day of solitude. Turn off your phone and
spend the day with God.

•

Take an hour. Treat this time as an important calendar appointment. Keep it
free to protect your solitude.

•

Take a minute. Before a big meeting or
as you’re answering the phone, breathe
deeply and invite God into the moment.

—Janna Firestone

Council Meeting Continued...
(Continued from page 12)

that need to be more well defined. The Elders will discuss next week to make it fit St.
Paul and present at the November Church
Council Meeting.
Discussion has also been held on how to
handle Christmas Worship Services. A survey has been sent out to the Congregation to
try to get a better idea of how many plan to
attend, to determine how many services will
be needed.
Call Committee Update - We are awaiting a
new Call List from President Willie. Pr Kyle
is working on the Seminary Student application. A thumbnail sketch of the Congregation was asked for, which Pr Kyle shared
with the Council.
Senior Pastor Report - This month Pr Kyle
spent time preaching, prepping November
sermons, officiating a funeral, marriage
counseling sessions, PLI Meetings, attending a Pastor’s Conference, visiting shut ins,
recording Morning Meditations, teaching
Aim and leading the Seder Meal Make Up
Event rescheduled from March.
Pr Kyle is working on gathering a list of regular worship attenders pre-Covid versus
those that have not returned. He’ll be working with the Elder Team to reach out to these
individuals to ensure they are staying connected and cared for.
The South Wisconsin District is asking for
leadership nominations for various positions.
Discussion was held, we are recommending
Pr Meador and Pr Schultz from St. John Lutheran in Plymouth for the Circuit Visitor
position. Pr Kyle will review other options,
but at this point, no further suggestions were
given.
The letter to inactive members is still in the
works, both Pastors need to review the list.
The Elders are ready and willing to assist.
Walk In Items - Feedback on the Stained Glass
Windows has been good. The fund will remain open, as additional windows will need
repair in the future.
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Remember to Use SCRIP!
As you prepare for this holiday season’s shopping and baking, please remember
to support our Scrip Program. We have a supply of all the cards listed below. Use this
list at home as an easy shopping guide. We can also order from hundreds of stores
nationwide, and your special order will arrive in one week. Cards ordered by December 13th will arrive in time for Christmas. Scrip will continue to be for sale after December 13th, but stock may be limited. Use Scrip cards to give as gifts, or use them
yourself as cash. Either way, you will be supporting missions with no cost to yourself.
We even have gift cards holders with envelopes, free with each card purchased as
a gift! If you have questions about how Scrip works, please stop at the Welcome
Center.

RESTAURANTS

GROCERY / MEAT

Applebee’s
$25
Arby’s
$10
Buffalo Wild Wings $10
Chili’s
$25
Cold Stone
$10
Cousins Subs
$10
Chris & Sue’s
$20
Culver’s
$10
Dairy Queen
$10
Noodles
$10
Olive Garden
$25
Panera
$10, $25
Papa Murphy’s
$10
Pizza Hut
$10
Pizza Ranch
$25
Starbucks
$10, $25
Subway
$10
Taco Bell
$10
Texas Roadhouse $25
Wendy’s
$10

Festival Foods
$25, $100
Miesfeld’s
$10, $20
Piggly Wiggly
$25, $50, $100
Pic N Save / Roundys $25, $100

DEPARTMENT STORES
$25
Kohls
$10, $25, $50
Meijer
$25, $100
Old Navy / GAP $25
Target*
$25
WalMart*
$25, $100
*Target & WalMart
$10 cards while supplies last
Home Goods / TJ Maxx

GAS
BP
Exxon / Mobil
Kwik Trip
Marathon

$50
$50
$10, $25, $50, $100
$25

HOME IMPROVEMENT
ACE Hardware $25
Fasse Paint (any $ amount, pre-ordered)
Fleet Farm
$10, $25, $50
Home Depot
$25
Menard’s
$25

SPECIALTY, ON-LINE &
ENTERTAINMENT
Amazon.com
Bath & Body
Cabela’s
Depke’s Shoe Store
Family Video
Great Clips
iTunes
JoAnn Fabrics
Marcus Theatres
Pet Smart
Shear America
Walgreen’s

$25
$10, $25
$25
$25
$10
$25
$15
$25
$10, $25
$25
$25
$25
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Heavenly Father, we lift to you our prayers for…
-1-Hispanic Ministry and birthdays: Eric Backhaus,
Scott Donath, Tom Heidenreiter, Marilou Otto,
Marsha Parr, Samuel Schuette, Erica Smith, Lori
Smith, Collin Wimmler & Anniversaries: Rick &
Carol Mock, Tom & Cheryl Riemer
-2-Tech Team and birthdays: Crew Kershner, Dominic Montella, Chelsea Reineke, Savanna Ridge,
Jim Van Engen, Kelly Wood & Anniversaries:
Gail & John Behrens, Michael & Jodi Dahlke,
Mark & Emily Schueffner
-3-Adult Choir and birthdays: Lauryn Bresser, Erin
Scholten, Diane Worm, Randy Zeinemann & Anniversaries: Rick Gomoll & Lori Frey-Gomoll,
Paul & Katrina Martin, Vic & Karen Rusch
-4-Quilters and birthdays: Karen Christenson, Kathy
Kohl, Matthew Matz, Judy Putz, Tara RamirezAlcantar, Carl Schroeder, Betty Zimmerman &
Anniversary: Scott & Rita Sadro
-5-Thursday Praise Team and birthdays: Vicky
Bramstedt, Victor Cruz, Mary Heilberger, Rachel
Lee, Kayla Mohr, Sherry Montella, Aubrey Musar, Quintin Najacht, Cheryl Rautmann, Emily
Schueffner & Anniversaries: Galan & JoAnn
Gatzke, Marietta & Paul Klauck, Chris & Vicki
Willadsen
-6-This Side of Heaven and birthdays: Andrea Berlin, Emily Block, Eric Grupe, Brad Johnson, Shelby Sloma
-7-Altar Guild Servers and birthdays: Paul Martin,
Maddy Near, Jean Proefrock, Brek Schneider,
Cherie Wilson & Anniversary: Willie & Gail
Hagemeier, Tom & Vicki Nimmer
-8-Celebration and birthdays: Bryleigh Badtke, Terri Behlow, Sandy Bender, Elliott Gierach, Jaxon
Liermann, Terry Martin, Dick McCarty, Cody
Miller, Melissa Veldman, Carl Weingaertner &
Anniversary: Bob & Jackie Fenner, Jr.
-9-St. Paul Friends and birthdays: Ken Allen, Kris
Mehre, Brooklyn Montella & Anniversary: Ken
& Lynn Allen
-10-Adornment Team and birthdays: Jodi Danforth,
Abigail Diener, Hannah Frey, Leighton Hagenow,
Patti Johnson, Travis Kunz, Emma Rauwerdink,
Diane Wimmler, Danica Zajkowski & Anniversaries: Bob & Colleen Reineking, Rudy & Dawn
Thimmig, Alyssa & Alex Walford
-11-Our Veterans and birthdays: Sue DePagter,
Katie Endsley, Jared Kielbasa, Janet Mihm, Jim
Nelson, Scott Reineke & Anniversaries: Mike &
Tammy Cantwell, Steven & Tabatha Detiege, Michael & Brenda Dillman, Bob & Sharon Hall, Al-

lan & Jane Paul, Jerry & Jean Proefrock
-12-Pastors & their Families and birthdays: Grace
Federer, Thomas Heinen, Jody Hodgson, Bill Kohl,
Dennis Pekulik, Barbara Seider, Pete Strains &
Anniversaries: Scott & Kay Poth, Mark & Tandra
Sbrocco
-13-Able Fellowship and birthday: Dede Orrico and
Anniversaries: Greg & Jessica Strojny, Dave &
Karri Wimmer
-14-Life Groups and birthdays: Kaleb Corrigan, JoAnn Dassow, Jim Dotz, Matt Mullikin, Genevieve
Vollbrecht & Anniversary: Brad & Leslea Helgeson
-15-Good Hope Road and birthdays: Jacob Mueller,
Jan Musch, Nikki Punke, Nicole Van Engen, Elizabeth Wimmler & Anniversary: Sara & Andy Jaap,
Jim & Gail Weber
-16-Youth Ministry and birthdays: Jake Artabasy,
Aubrianna Beyer, Don Goedde, Mike Holden,
Claire Knutson & Anniversary: Dan & Christa
Knaus
-17-Church Council and birthdays: Shirley
Aschebrock, Josselyn Gauger, Mike Hahn, Phillip
Heinen, Barbara Nelson, Melinda Palmer & Anniversaries: Leif & Pat Gigstad, John & Barbara
Techel
-18-Ladies’ Auxiliary and birthdays: Andy Akright,
Josh Ewald, Cassie Hammen, Adam Luebke, Greg
Martin, Dannye Ramminger, Donna Ramminger,
Katie Shaw, Kara Thackray, Sarah Weinhold, Kari
Wimmer
-19-The Gathering Place & Memory Matters and
birthdays: Sheryl Lindstrom, Jenny Reineke, Drew
Selby & Anniver.: Wayne & Shirley Spielvogel
-20-Office Helpers and birthdays: Aaron Damrow,
Carson Duff, Dennis Haefke, Jen Miller, Kayla
Schroeder, Shirley Van Sluys, Marsha Vollbrecht
& Anniversary: Dan & Pam Hundt
-21-Endowment Team and birthdays: Noah Abrahamson, Curt Broetzmann, Coltyn Brown, Kyle
Carpenter, Jacob Frey, Evan Hovey, Chris Jacquat,
Randy Moyer, Ione Otto, Rick Ricciardi, Hector
Rosalez, Chloe Thill & Anniversary: Steven &
Lisa Burkhardt, Keith & Dana Schmidt, Ed & Sharon Thiessen
-22-Communion Assistants and birthdays: Cody
Fintelmann, Pat Gigstad, Macie Kissel, Barbara
Rudebeck, Marc Sass, Anna Splittgerber
-23-Finance Team and birthdays: Tony Heinen, Ella
Heinz, Bill Hoegger, Carson Kotlowski, Lynn
Seitenzahl, Micah Weidner, Haven Wimmer

(Continued on page 17)
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Pastor Tom Continued…

Financial Report -

(Continued from page 1)

Fiscal Year July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021
Financial Results- 12 Months Year to Date Actual, Budget & Variance

Months
Ended 9-30-20
Actual

Months
Ended 9-30-20
Budget

Variance
from Budget
(Short)/Over

General Offerings
Other Income
Mission Offerings
Total Income

$ 84,196
$ 5,726
$ 6,146
$ 96,068

$ 260,897
$ 8,712
$ 19,993
$ 289,602

($ 176,701)
($ 2,986)
($ 13,847)
($ 193,534)

Operating Expenses
Mission Support
Total Expense

$ 73,487
$ 6,146
$ 79,634

$ 259,238 1
$ 19,993
$ 279,231

($ 185,750)
($ 199,597)

passage of mine. Jesus says in
Matthew 11:28-30, “Come to
me, all you who are weary and
burdened, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you
and learn from me, for I am
gentle and humble in heart,
and you will find rest for your
souls. For my yoke is easy and
my burden is light.” God
bless!
In Christ,
Pastor Tom

($ 199,597)

Prayer Calendar Continued…
$ 16,435
$ 10,372
Suplus (Deficit) Total
1. Expenses are under budget due to the unfilled 3rd
pastor position
Early Childhood Center reporting has been included in the
numbers shown.
The Gathering Place reporting has been eliminated as it
is self-funding.

Capital Improvement & Parking Lot Funds
Monthly
Activity
Increase
Balance at
Month End
(Decrease)

Capital Improvements

$ 6,437

$ 34,816

Parking Lot Fund

$ 2,525

$ 31,615

Membership Report
Baptized
Members

Confirmed
2,620 Members

Contact Karri in the Church Office for a
detailed report.

2,160

$ 6,063

(Continued from page 16)

-24-Bell Choir and birthdays:
Emily Bronoski, Allan Paul,
Coral Sbarbaro, David Seitenzahl & Anniversaries: Terry &
Brenda Scholten
-25-Facility Maintenance and
birthdays: Darcy Adams, Kate
Anich, Chris Baier, Angela
Kampmann, Charlotte Lamb,
Kevin Much, Liberty Ottman,
Matt Stone & Anniversary:
Chris & Mindy Jacquat
-26-OUR MANY BLESSINGS
and birthdays: Randy Paul,
Vicki Ritchie, Connor Sbrocco,
Kelly Scholten, Mike Stubler,
Brady Valleskey, Tobin Vetting & Anniversary: Kevin &
Jackie Zeinemann
-27-Prayer Chain and birthdays:
Scott Hilgenberg, Mike Steeb
-28-Early Childhood Center and
birthdays: Justine Otto, Dawn
Randall, Charlotte Renzelmann, Tracy Wallner, Amber
Witt & Anniversary: John &
Judy Boeldt
-29-Ushers and birthdays: Rowan Otto, Morgan Risseeuw &
Anniversary: Sandy & Terry
Rotter
-30-Ministry Staff and birthdays:
Billy Allee, Brynn Mayer, Nicol Oppeneer, Hailey Thimmig
……Amen.
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St Paul Lutheran Church Event Calendar November 2020

8:00 am LifeLine Screening

6

8:00 am Men’s Bible
Stdy
8:30 am Celebration

7

Sat

5

14

Fri

4

9:00 am Mmry Mttrs
9:15 am TGP
6:30 pm Worship HC*

13

8:30 am Good Hope
Road

Thu

3
9:00 am Quilters
10:00 am Pstr Bible Study
6:00 pm Conf/AIM
6:00 pm FP 8th Grd Purity
6:00 pm AWANA Sparks Family
Night*

12

6:30 pm Able Fellowship*

21

Wed

2
9:00 am Women’s Bible Stdy
9:15 am TGP
5:45 pm Bell Choir
6:30 pm Cub Sct Pk3885
7:00 pm CWF
7:15 pm Adult Choir *

11

9:00 am Mmry Mttrs
9:15 am TGP
6:30 pm Worship HC*

20

Tue

9:15 am TGP
11:45 am Dir Mtg
6:00 pm Boy Sct*

10

10:00 am Pstr Bible Study
6:00 pm Conf/AIM
6:00 pm AWANA TNT Family
Night*

19

Mon

9
9:00 am Women’s Bible Stdy
9:15 am TGP
5:45 pm Bell Choir
6:30 pm Cub Sct Pk3885
7:15 pm Adult Choir *

18

9:00 am Mmry Mttrs
9:15 am TGP
6:30 pm Worship HC*

Sun
1 All Saints Day

8 7:45 am Worship HC
9:15 am TGP
11:45 am Staff Mtg
6:00 pm Boy Sct

17

10:00 am Pstr Bible Study
1:00 pm Ladies’ Auxiliary
6:00 pm AWANA/Conf/AIM*

15 Teen Challenge

7:45 am Worship HC
9:15 am Worship SS
10:45 am Worship
12:00 pm TSoH Prac
5:30 pm Youth Grp*

9:15 am Worship HC SS
10:45 am Worship HC
12:15 pm Friends’ Clb
5:30 pm Youth Grp*

16

9:00 am Women’s Bible Stdy
9:15 am TGP
5:45 pm Bell Choir
6:30 pm Boy Sct Ldr Mtg
6:30 pm Cub Sct Pk3885
6:30 pm Council Mtg
7:15 pm Adult Choir *

7:45 am Worship HC
9:00 am FP-Adolescence
9:15 am Worship SS
10:45 am Worship
12:00 pm TSoH Prac
5:30 pm Youth Grp*

23

Church Office Closed

27

8:30 am Good Hope
Road
9:00 am Family Event The Manger Project?

28

8:30 am Celebration

NO Men’s Bible Stdy

9:15 am TGP
11:45 am Dir Mtg
6:00 pm Quilting
6:00 pm Boy Sct
6:30 pm Harvest*

24

22 OCC Boxes Due

Church Office Closed

9:00 am Traditional
Worship HC

26
Thanksgiving Day
7:00 pm Contemporary
Worship HC
8:30 am ECC Chapel
NO Confirmation/AWANA/
AIM*

25
Thanksgiving Eve

9:15 am TGP
11:45 am Staf Mtg
2:00 pm Blood Drive
6:00 pm Boy Sct

30

7:45 am Worship HC
9:15 am Worsp HC SS
10:45 am Wrshp HC
5:30 pm Youth Grp Bowling*

29

9:15 am TGP
6:00 pm Boy Sct

9:00 am Women’s Bible Stdy
9:15 am ECC Chapel
9:15 am TGP
12:45 pm ECC Chapel
5:45 pm Bell Choir
6:30 pm Cub Sct Pk3885
7:15 pm Adult Choir *

7:45 am Worship HC
9:15 am Worsp SS
10:45 am Wrshp
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Pastors:

Kyle Backhaus, Senior Pastor
Thomas Gudmundson, Associate Pastor
Donald Hasse, Pastor Emeritus

Office Hours:

8:30 am - 4:30 pm Monday - Thursday
Fridays 8:30 am - Noon
Phone:
920-467-6449
Fax:
920-467-4239
ECC Phone: 920-467-6733
The Gathering Place:
920-627-6847
Website:
www.stpaulfalls.com

Worship Schedule
Thursday
Sunday

6:30 pm
7:45 am
9:15 am
10:45 am

Informal (Country Music 3rd Thurs./month)
Traditional (Hymns)
Blended (Traditional & Contemporary)
Contemporary

Wee Care Nursery

Nursery staffed Sunday from 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Education Schedule
Sunday School during 9:15 am service (during the school year)

Early Childhood Center
3 year-old class - Tuesday & Thursday
9:00 - 11:30 am or 12:30 - 3:00 pm
4K Class - Monday, Wednesday & Friday
8:30 - 11:30 am
Child Care - Monday through Friday 6:30 am - 6:00 pm
Ages 2 ½ - 5 years Call for Drop-ins

The Gathering Place & Memory Matters
TGP - Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Memory Matters - Thursdays 9:00 am - 1:00 pm

