
September 8, 2020 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
We continue to make progress with Catholic Comeback despite the coronavirus.  Archbishop Listecki has 
moved us into Phase Two of returning to parish operations and ministry beginning Monday, September 
14, 2020, the feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross.  This entails several changes as we go forward: 
 

- First and foremost, the dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass and Holy 
Days of Obligation expires on September 14, 2020.  It will be the responsibility of those 
capable and not prohibited by other circumstances to attend Sunday Mass.  Those who 
deliberately fail to attend Sunday Mass commit a grave sin. 

- The obligation to attend Sunday Mass reflects the very character of who we are as Catholics and 
that our relationship with God in Jesus Christ is not sustainable without regular contact with Him 
through His Church and His Sacraments.  Families know what it is to just “be expected” to attend 
some events deemed essential to sustain close, lively, and supportive family ties; only a serious 
situation would justify our absence, and we would expect to be questioned about being “missing 
in action” were that to occur!  The importance of honoring the Lord’s Day is a part of God’s holy 
word in the Ten Commandments, enshrined in Jesus’ personal example of honoring the Sabbath 
by going to weekly synagogue services; Sunday Mass was something the early Christians could 
not live without and for which they were willing to risk persecution and personal safety, much 
less inconvenience, in order to joyfully attend.  We should not feel less than likewise!  That said, 

- There are circumstances when this obligation cannot be fulfilled.  One example is when it is 
not possible to attend Mass (when our churches were closed and offered no public Masses, it 
wasn’t possible for people to attend, and so there was no sin for missing Mass).  If one is sick, 
especially during this pandemic, you should remain at home.  Likewise, if a person is at risk 
because of age, underlying medical conditions or has a compromised immune system, you are 
excused from this obligation.  If you are caring for a sick person, even if you are not sick, you are 
excused from this obligation out of charity.  Fear of getting sick, in and of itself, does not excuse 
someone from the obligation.  However, if fear is generated due to at-risk factors (ex: pre-existing 
conditions or age or compromised immune systems), then the fear would be sufficient to excuse 
you.   

- It is up to individuals to weigh their own circumstances through an examination of conscience 
and determine, by use of their conscience, whether or not they are excused from the obligation to 
attend Mass for Sundays and Holy Days.  Remember, a well-formed conscience is upright and 
truthful.   

- There may be individual cases where a person is unable to arrive at their own conscience-based 
decision, or their scruples may not allow them to miss Sunday Mass even though they shouldn’t 
be attending.  In such cases, I remind you that pastors and associates have the faculty, an ability, 
to dispense their parishioners from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass; they must determine 
that there is “just and reasonable” cause for the granting of the dispensation, and are permitted to 
grant it on a “case-by-case” basis.  

- As the new matrix will no longer limit us to 25% occupancy, we will continue do all that we are 
able to safely accommodate more people at Sunday Mass without sacrificing social distancing 
needed to continue to mitigate spread of the coronavirus.  Face coverings must continue to be 
worn in compliance with current executive or other municipal orders; our ushers will continue 
to provide hospitable seating service, directions as necessary for reception of Holy Communion 
and dismissal from Mass.  We continue strict adherence and vigilance with sanitizing protocols. 



- Anticipating the return of more of us to Sunday Mass that will make provision for a more ample 
use of our church seating necessary, we will also make careful provision for those whose social 
anxieties may be less comfortable with increasing occupancy.   

- Additional extraordinary ministers of the Eucharist will be specially trained to assist the priests 
and deacon in the distribution of Holy Communion as attendance warrants.  Reception of Holy 
Communion in the hand only remains recommended; those who choose to receive on tongue 
should receive only after all those receiving in the hand have first done so.  A specially trained 
extraordinary minister may bring Communion to our homebound. 

-  We will continue to have Mass available online, by-live stream as well as broadcast on Hartford 
Radio WTKM (7AM Sundays) for those homebound by necessity or by conscience choice. 

 
After developing re-opening plans in collaboration with the Milwaukee Archdiocese and Slinger School 
District, St. Peter Catholic School opened for in-person day school education; our religious education & 
youth ministry programs will also re-open soon with emphasis on small groups for in-person classes: we 
are ready to offer alternatives and support for families who wish to form their children/youth at home. 
 
Again, I would be remiss if I didn’t remind you that your faithful, generous church support is what makes 
all of this slow but steady progress possible.  We not only continue to pay bills, salaries, other operating 
expenses and the like, but most of all we want our parish to be fiscally stable as this will help us proclaim 
the Good News of Jesus with confidence in new, unexpected ways circumstances may invite or require!  
 

a.) Mail in your church contributions to our parish offices – 208 E. Washington St., Slinger, WI 53086; 
b.) Use our on-line WESHARE electronic contribution platform available on our website home-page 

at http://stpeterslinger.weshareonline.org/; 
c.) Arrange with your bank for ACH withdrawals and mailed bank checks payable to St. Peter 

Congregation; this is a free service from most financial institutions; 
d.) Drop off @ St. Peter’s Monday thru Friday, if coming for personal prayer (Monday, Tuesday, and 

Friday, 11AM-3PM; Wednesday 3-7PM, and Thursday 8:30AM-7PM) or for Confessions (11AM 
Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday; 6PM Wednesdays and Thursdays); use church hallway drop-box. 

 
Despite coronavirus restrictions, we have been and are busy at celebrating Baptisms, First Communions, 
Confirmations, Confessions, Weddings and Funerals.  We will “dial up” our weekday Mass schedule a bit 
with experimental additions and/or changes to the number of public Masses and Confession times that 
we offer; these uncertain times allow us opportunities to find ways to better serve you and your families 
with the grace of Christ present in the sacramental life of His Church.  Some of our parish programs and 
committees have decided to begin to meet/work together more collaboratively, lessening the number 
of meetings we, your priests, must attend, freeing us to be more often with you, our people whom we 
love like family, God’s family.  As we go through these stressful, coronial times we may well find that, by 
faith, God brings out some of the best for us from what we have considered the worst for us; some may 
call these “silver linings;” we call them Amazing Grace!  Appreciatively Yours, 
 
  Very Rev. Richard J. Stoffel, Shared Pastor   and Fr. Jonathon A. Schmeckel, Shared Associate Pastor 


