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A Message from Father Bob

I L L A N D YO U C A R E D F O R M E , I N PR I S O N A N D YO U V I S I T E D M E .’
T H E N T H E R I G H T E O U S W I L L A N S W E R H I M A N D S AY, ‘ L O R D, W H E N
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D R I N K ? W H E N D I D W E S E E YO U A ST RA N G E R A N D W E L C OM E YO U, O R

St. Luke’s Mission Statement
St. Luke’s Parish at its core strives to live out
the call of stewardship. Simply put, we
are aware that all we have is a result of our
gift-giving God. God blesses us with time,

NA K E D A N D C L OT H E YO U ? W H E N D I D W E S E E YO U I L L O R I N PR I S O N,
A N D V I S I T YO U ? ’
A N D T H E K I N G W I L L S AY TO T H E M I N R E P LY, ‘ A M E N, I S AY T O YO U,
W H AT EV E R YO U D I D F O R O N E O F T H E S E L E A ST B ROT H E R S O F M I N E , YO U
D I D F O R M E .’ “
M AT T H EW 2 5 : 3 4  4 0

talent, and treasure. We attempt to respond
to this God by using creatively what God
has given to us. Working in partnership
with God, we advance His kingdom on
earth. By so doing we witness to God’s
presence in our midst.

REACH recently sat down with Cristina McKibbin, lead volunteer for
St. Luke’s Parish Outreach Program, to discuss the program and its
ministry to serve those among us in need. REACH visited with Cristina at
the We Share Hope Headquarters located at 624 Main Street in Warren,
RI, where she serves as the treasurer. We Share Hope, which started out as
a food rescuer, has evolved way beyond just providing food. It now also
Parish Outreach continued on page 2
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Parish Outreach continued from page 1

A Message from Father Bob

supplies personal items, household
goods, and other serviceable items to
various church and charity organizations for distribution to needy people
throughout the Rhode Island area. The
organization occupies the first floor and
basement of this building, which was
donated to the town years ago by its
owner so it could be of service to the
community. Some of the local companies which regularly donate items to
We Share Hope are CVS, Ocean State
Job Lot, Stop and Shop, and Sysco.
Cristina, would you tell us how long
that you been involved with St. Luke’s
Parish Outreach Program?

When conversing with young people I often
speak of the Christian life as rowing a boat.
To do it effectively, you need two oars working

“Sure, I along with my husband, Sandy,
my son, William, and daughter, Emilia,
moved to Rhode Island three years ago
from Atlanta, where we were parishioners
of St. Jude the Apostle Catholic Church.
We joined St. Luke’s upon moving to
Barrington. Shortly after I joined St.
Luke’s, I went to my first Parish Outreach
meeting, and was introduced to all the
wonderful people there, and just started
volunteering and getting to know everyone.
I had volunteered with Parish Outreach
programs in some way in every church I
have ever been part of. It is something very
near and dear to my heart.”

in concert together. Working only one oar
causes the boat to go around in circles.
Simply put, the two oars of our Christian faith
are prayer and service. At the end of every
Mass the presider says, “Go in peace, glorify
God with your life.”
At St. Luke’s I encourage all matter of forms
of service: Tap-In, Mobile Loaves and Fishes,
H.O.M.E., trips to Montego Bay, outreach to
Assumption Parish in the west end, sandwich
clubs for school children. This by no means
is an exhaustive list. It is only a HINT of the
many ways we try to put our faith into action.

assistance. Now, are we doing a great job
of that? I think we are, but we could be
reaching more people if we had more
parishioners involved. We need more
parishioners to join in to get all that done,
plus we need them to bring ideas, and to
inform us of anyone who may be in need
for someone to reach out to them.”
What are some of the typical ministries/services of Outreach?
“It starts oﬀ with something as simple as
collecting children’s books. I don’t know
if everyone is aware but every month
we encourage parishioners to drop oﬀ
children’s books, gently used or new, by
placing them in the usher’s closet at their
convenience, at whatever Mass they want,
and we then collect them up and drop
them oﬀ at the Children’s Hospital for the
children there. Some months we have a
ton of books, some months we have one or
two books. I know there are probably a lot
of young families out there who have some
wonderful books in need of a new home.
Something that simple is a great way for
someone in the parish to get involved.

What is the mission of the Parish
Outreach Program?

As you read this edition of REACH, some
of our initiatives will be highlighted. As you
know, we are a stewardship parish. Simply

“Parish Outreach is, in simplest terms, a
way of helping people in need … not only
people in need all over RI, but also in our
own community, in Barrington … our
own parishioners, our neighbors. We find
people that are in need, be it financially,
or in need of food or clothing. We visit
shut-ins, the elderly, or others who have
diﬀerent needs. In short, we try to be there
and support people who need any kind of

put, we send thanks to God by using our
time, talent, and treasure to make a return
to the God of love. May we continue to make
the Gospel come alive here at St. Luke’s.
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Above: Cristina McKibbin
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“Parish Outreach is making
a diﬀerence. We want to
identify more places where we
can reach out and support,
so we can touch more people in
need. With a parish the size
of St. Luke’s, there is definitely
lots of opportunities for growth.”

REFLECTION ON
PARISH OUTREACH
“We also help with TAPIN. TAPIN is the
food pantry located in Barrington, located
in the lower level of the Barrington Public
Library. People can go there and receive food.
St. Luke’s Parish Outreach provides TAPIN
with a monthly stipend of food for their
pantry. Also, TAPIN needs volunteers, they
need help there. For parishioners looking to
volunteer close to home, TAPIN would be
a great resource for them.
“We are also super fortunate to have a
program called Making a Diﬀerence. Making a Diﬀerence is a program in which one
of our volunteers, she’s an anesthesiologist,
goes to our monthly fresh food distribution
and, for those in attendance, she will check
blood pressure, check blood sugar, give flu
shots, and so on. She could really use a
Spanish translator to help her out once a
month. If anyone out there reading this
newsletter would like to help translate, please
contact us at Parish Outreach.
“Another of our services is we send a group
of volunteers to the monthly fresh food
distribution, at the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Catholic Church in Providence.
It’s the last Tuesday of every month at 9am.
Among other things, they help set out and
bag the fresh food, they distribute it to those

in need, and they get to interact with the
people there which is a great experience!

BY SHEILA STEINER
My involvement in the Outreach Ministry
here at St. Luke’s is as a member of the team
doing monthly food distributions at Assumption Church in Providence which supplements
Sister Angela’s Pantry. The clients are of
many nationalities, many old and infirmed,
many with babies and young children.

“We also have a wonderful summer breakfast program. This Outreach program
provides breakfast once a week for the
children in and around Assumption parish.
“Another thing that we do which is right in
our neighborhood is the distribution of $25
gift cards for those in need for Thanksgiving.
It starts with a phone call to make sure each
recipient is still at the same address and still
in need. We then hand-address the card to
give it a personal touch, and then we send
the gift card to the recipient, which for many
is necessary to buy a turkey. And again, this
is something you can do right at St. Luke’s.
You don’t have to leave the parish. You can
come to the meetings, help address envelopes,
or help make the phone calls. It’s a very
simple, yet helpful way to reach out to our
neighbors every year.

As an adjunct to the food distribution, we
offer health screenings, e.g. blood sugar
and blood pressure checks with referrals
to appropriate health centers for problems
detected. There is available bilingual
information on free health services provided
in Providence, on nutritional support, on
cancer screening for women, vaccination
sites, G.E.D. and E.S.L. courses. The
sessions have proved to be appreciated
and loyally attended, and I have personally
benefitted greatly from my interaction with
clients, some of whom will stay to help me
with translations.
It is an honor to be able to assist this
impoverished population and to earn
their friendship.

“Parish Outreach is making a diﬀerence.
We want to identify more places where we
can reach out and support, so we can touch
more people in need. With a parish the
size of St. Luke’s, there is definitely lots of
opportunities for growth.”
continued on next page
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Parish Outreach continued from page 3

Who are the typical recipients of
Outreach services?

How does St. Luke’s Parish Outreach
Program interact with other Outreach
organizations external to the parish?

“You would be surprised. It could be the
person sitting next to you in the pew, and
you would never know it. They could be
getting the $25 gift card. They could be going
to TAPIN. I think a lot of people think that
Parish Outreach reaches out only to people
over in Providence, which we do, but many
of those in need are right here in our own
neighborhood. You might not see the need in
Barrington, but it’s there, it’s definitely there.
In addition, besides assisting people in
Providence, I’m hoping to expand our
services soon to an established shelter in
Newport. It’s called the McKinney Shelter.
I’m always looking to reach out to more
places throughout the surrounding area so
more volunteers can get involved. There is
definitely a need.”
Explain the new Junior Parish
Outreach and how it diﬀers from the
parent program?
“The diﬀerence is Junior Parish Outreach is
for younger people through high school,
however, parents are certainly encouraged to
come with them … the more the merrier!
I signed up my 8th grader. Junior Parish
Outreach is a way for younger people in
our parish to get involved without a hard
commitment, like coming to a monthly
meeting. It’s intended to be a way for them
to volunteer that is flexible enough to fit their
schedules. My vision is to have diﬀerent
sign ups. Volunteers can sign up for a single
task, for several things, whatever works for
them. We will have opportunities that need
to be accomplished on diﬀerent days,
diﬀerent times of the day, and so on.

“At St. Luke’s, we are so
fortunate to have so many
young people, so many active
families, so many people
that can volunteer.”
“To get the word out about Junior Parish
Outreach, we put a blurb in the Sunday
church bulletin, but I haven’t had a great
response … yet! It’s funny, at first I thought
… well, I don’t want it to be just a way for
kids to get their hours, but in hindsight, it’s
OK if that is what brings them to us.
I do want kids to just come, regardless of the
reason behind them showing up. But,
I hope that when they come and see how fun
it is to volunteer with their friends and to
do something positive, they will realize that it
is not just about making the hours. They
will want to do it because it’s a great feeling
to help others, it’s what God calls us to do.
“I have already established several places that
need volunteers, and when they communicate
their needs, I will post volunteer jobs. It can
be anything from making sandwiches, to
helping organize something at a shelter, doing
yard work, helping an elderly neighbor clean
out their attic, etc. Volunteers can receive
hours for CCD, for school, or they can just
come to help. Junior Parish Outreach is
a way to communicate with our parish youth
about the opportunities available for volunteering; the opportunities are there. It’s just
a matter of connecting the dots.”

“Because I support We Share Hope, I am in
touch with many diﬀerent organizations
that receive our donated goods, and through
that, I am able to hear and interact with
the leaders of these organizations on needs
that they have. At St. Luke’s, we are so
fortunate to have so many young people, so
many active families, so many people that
can volunteer. Other communities don’t have
that level of volunteerism, and they need it.
It would be such a great thing for us as
a parish to reach out to those other parishes
and communities to help them out where
that help doesn’t currently exist.”
Will you please describe some of the
tasks your volunteers perform in support
of St. Luke’s Parish Outreach?
“Currently our volunteers come to a monthly
meeting. There are people that are ‘in charge’
of diﬀerent things. We have someone in
charge of picking up the children’s books out
of the usher’s closet, we have another volunteer in charge of taking the monthly food
donation, which this month is macaroni and
cheese, and taking it to Assumption Church.
We have volunteers responsible for communicating with TAPIN. We have others who
communicate with Assumption, and others
who distribute the food there. It’s just groups
of people doing diﬀerent jobs.
“Parish Outreach is such a great way to
meet people and feel like you are part of our
parish, especially for new families. Parish
Outreach is a way for every single person
in the parish to get involved. It can involve
volunteering your time to support one of our
many worthy ministries, or it can simply be
depositing an item in the usher’s closet while
on your way to Sunday Mass.
Parish Outreach continued on page 13
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Mobile Loaves and Fishes
BY J OA N WA R R E N

For the past six years, St. Luke’s Church has provided
meals, food, and goodwill to thousands of disadvantaged residents of Rhode Island through the Mobile
Loaves and Fishes (MLF) program.
This outreach, spearheaded by parishioners Ed and
Mary Fitzgerald, is part of a larger, more national
mission. Locally, St. Luke’s shares the truck with other
churches in town and has access to it the first
Wednesday and first weekend of every month.
Some of the stops they make include Emmanuel
House, a Diocesan-run homeless shelter for men, and
Crossroads RI–both in Providence.
MLF began in Austin, Texan when five people boldly
answered God’s call to “Love your neighbor as yourself.”
Alan Graham and his friends began delivering meals
out of the back of a minivan to men and women they
found living on the streets of their city.
When the program came to Rhode Island, Ed and
Mary heard the call and have been at it ever since.
On Wednesday’s a core group of volunteers have
been manning the truck. Michele McNally, Kathy
Druckman, Ray Zangari, as well as the Fitzgerald’s
stock the canteen-style truck and head to Providence.
Kathy and Michele purchase new undershirts and
underwear monthly as part of their community outreach, in addition to handing out items to the needy.
“We love doing this. We have a good time all while
helping others. It’s a win-win,” Kathy said.
It takes a village to keep the truck running though.
There are many families at the parish who have helped
on the truck, so many in fact, that there is a waiting list.
Many Barrington High School seniors have done their
mandatory senior project with MLF, including Tommy
and Alex Richardson, Libby Dolan, Ethan Studley, and
most recently, David Guglielmo.
WW W. S T L UKES PARI SH .CO M

Above: Ray Zangari, Kathy Druckman, Ed and Mary Fitzgerald and Michele
McNally with the MLF truck before heading to Providence on a recent
Wednesday evening.

In fact, the entire Guglielmo family have gone out on
the truck. Barbara Guglielmo feels it is important for
her children to give back and help those less fortunate.
Recently they took daughter Isabel, 13, on the truck.
“It made me sad to see children come to the truck. It
made me feel grateful for my life,” Isabel said.
Ed and Mary know that they can’t go on doing this
ministry forever (although they have no plans to stop)
but hope more young people become involved.
“We need to keep young people involved. If we don’t,
this thing will die,” he said.
There are many ways to support MLF. Students at
St. Luke’s School make sandwiches monthly through
their sandwich club – school parents provide the
supplies; parishioners drop oﬀ weather appropriate
clothing; many oﬀer monetary donations, and
groups like St. Vincent de Paul and Knights of
Columbus help out as well.
Please join us in feeding, loving, and helping those men
and women who need it most and keep this valuable
ministry going strong.
MLF is currently looking for winter coats and
outwear for men, women and children as well as
thermal underwear, boots and heavy sweaters.
Donations can be left in the Jenkinson room of the
church hall. Monetary donations for supplies are
always welcome.
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Introducing New St. Luke’s School Principal
Trish Bartel
BY N E I L K I E LY

On July 1, 2016 St. Luke’s
School welcomed Patricia
“Trish” M. Bartel as our new
Principal. Mrs. Bartel was
chosen to head our school
after an exhaustive committee
search last winter and spring.
Recommended finalists were
submitted to Father Bob,
who interviewed the candidates and announced his
choice in May.

Above: St. Luke’s Principal, Trish Bartel with kindergarteners Kaleb Brum ( standing ) and Zachariah Prew

Mrs. Bartel joins us after
spending over ten years at St.
Pius V in Providence. After

receiving a Bachelor’s of Science in Special Education from Auburn University, she went on to earn
her Masters of Science in Special Education from
SUNY, New Paltz.
Her long and varied teaching career has always centered on working with ‘all learning styles’. As a matter
of fact, at St. Pius she created the Lighthouse Program which was formed to make sure that children
at the high end of the spectrum remained challenged
and that children at the low end received the help
they needed so as not to ‘fall through the cracks’.
One of her most noteworthy experiences came during her two years with the Peace Corps where she
taught Special Education Instructors in Ecuador.
New Principal continued on page 8

ST. LUKE’S PARISH PRESENTED

FR. MICHAEL GAITLEY’S MARIAN CONSECRATION
By Pam Fuller
Ten St. Luke’s parishioners, one from St.
Martha’s Church Parish in East Providence,
and one from St. Mary’s Parish in Bristol,
recently consecrated their life to the Blessed
Virgin Mary during a pre-Advent 33-day
retreat conducted at St. Luke’s Parish Hall
from November 5 - December 8, 2016. The
Marian retreat followed the guidelines presented in Fr. Michael Gaitley’s book, 33 Days
to Morning Glory: A Do-It-Yourself Retreat In
Preparation for Marian Consecration.

Deacon Dom DiOrio conducted an introductory meeting and service on Saturday,
November 5th, to initiate the retreat participants in the program. The retreat focused
on daily meditations on the lives of four
leading Marian saints: St. Louis de Montfort, St. Maximillian Kolbe, St. Theresa of
Calcutta, and St. John Paul II. The participants met each week for 90 minutes on a
Saturday or Sunday to discuss and ponder
on the meditations of the prior week.

Consecration means to set aside for a
sacred purpose. Mary’s life was dedicated
to the sole purpose of serving the Lord so,
by following her example, we, too, can completely give ourselves to Christ.

The retreat concluded with a group consecration on the Marian Feast Day of the
Solemnity Immaculate Conception on
December 8th. During the 7pm Mass for
this Holy Day, St. Luke’s Parish pastor,
Fr. Bob Hawkins presided over the consecration honoring our Blessed Mother, and
also blessed Miraculous Medals and the
Brown Scapulars of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel.
Each participant who completed the retreat
received the Miraculous Medal and Brown

The retreat results in each participant being
consecrated to Jesus through Mary. Jesus
came into the world through Mary and for
us to always be assured of being close to
Jesus, even closer than before, we should go
through Mary.
6

Scapular at a brief celebration held in the
parish hall following the Mass.
The parish FORMED team sponsored the 33
Days to Morning Glory program. All parishioners are invited to register on the FORMED
web site to enjoy free access to its spiritual
resources including programs, movies, audio, and books. To register, go to formed.org
and enter our Parish Code fd25b1.

For more information on the 33 Days to
Morning Glory program, and on the use
of FORMED, please contact me, Pam Fuller,
at mocktheworld@yahoo.com.

FALL 2016
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St. Luke’s School ~ Comings and Goings

New Principal continued from page 6

Mrs. Bartel Chaired the New England
Association of Colleges and Universities
(NEASC) Review Accreditation
Committee at St. Pius. A six-person
NEASC team recently conducted a
three-day accreditation visit at St. Luke’s
School. These assessments take place
every ten years. Our results will be
available in February and Trish looks
forward to using the process as ‘a road
map going forward’.

APRIL
• Standardized Testing
• All School Book Fair
• All School Awards Assembly

MAY
• Grade 5 Plymouth Plantation
• Pastor Appreciation Mass
• Hearing Screening K-3
• Grade 2 First Communion
• Grade 8 New Hampshire Trip
and Retreat
• Grade 3 Planetarium Trip
• May Crowning Ceremony
• SLS Golf Tournament

A deeply spiritual leader, her Statement
of Interest in SLS stated: “I feel called
to share the divine message of salvation
and support the students, teachers, and
parents of St. Luke’s School.”

JUNE
• Preschool Graduation
• Spring Band Concert
• Meet the New Principal Mass
and Reception
• Grade 3 State House Trip
• Grade 7 Roger Williams Park Trip
• Grade 8 Talent Show
• All School Celebration Recognizing
Retiring Faculty and Staff, and
Maureen Jannetta -- Thank You and
Good Luck!”

When asked, Mrs. Bartel commented:
“I knew that St. Luke’s School was a
special place, but I continue to be amazed
on a daily basis. Our faculty is dedicated, intelligent, and eager to share their
knowledge. Our students are curious and
respectful and sure to be the Christian
Leaders of tomorrow. They are a true
reflection of the wonderful parents
and families who have entrusted their
children to our care.”

• Spring Conferences
• Buddy Lunches
• Grade 4 Slater Mill

• State Science and History
Fair Winners Trip to Mystic
Seaport
• Grade 6 Alton Jones Trip
• Grade 4 & 5 Theater Trip—
Lightning Thief
• Grade 2 Biomes Trip
• Grade 4 & 5 State Fair
• Grade 1 Musical Presentation
of BUGZ

• Grade 5 MAD Science
• Grade 8 Class Dinner and
Awards—RICC
• Grade 8 Graduation Mass and
Reception
• Grade 8 Four State History Fair
Winners to Washington, DC
for National History Day
Competition
• All School End of Year Bash

JULY
• New Principal Trish Bartel first day
• Participation in CAP (Catholic Alumni Partnership) Expo at the Cathedral

Mrs. Bartel is married to Bruce and lives
in Providence. They have three children.
Elizabeth is working on her Doctorate
in Physical Therapy at Duquesne. Alida
just graduated from St. Rays, attends
RIC and wants to be a teacher. William is
a freshman at LaSalle.

AUGUST
• Welcome 7 new faculty and staff

When she has time, which hasn’t been
much since July 1, Mrs. Bartel enjoys tennis, reading, gardening and time at Bonnet
Shores where they own a second home.
Please join in oﬀering a warm St. Luke’s
welcome to our new Principal Trish Bartel.

8

September
• Meet the Teachers Night
• Middle School Metric Olympics
• Catholic High Schools presentations to Grade 8 Students
Ongoing
• CAMP (Before and After School Program) Expanded emphasis on arts and crafts
• Grade 7 Monthly participation in Young at Heart Club
• Dress Down Days—Charity Recipient Picked by Different Class Monthly
• Popcorn Days

FALL 2016
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CHRISTENINGS

The Importance of Eucharistic Adoration

Joseph Robert Antonelli
son of Gregory & Kristen Antonelli

“The importance of Eucharistic Adoration is shown
in the fact that the Church has a ritual that regulates
it: the Rite of Eucharistic Exposition and Benediction.
This is an extension of the adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament which occurs in every Mass:
“Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes
away the sins of the world. Blessed are those called to
the supper of the Lamb.” Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament flows from the sacrifice of the Mass and
serves to deepen our hunger for Communion with
Christ and the rest of the Church. The Rite concludes
with the ordained minister blessing the faithful with
the Blessed Sacrament.”
—United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

Katherine Emily Antonelli
daughter of Gregory & Kristen Antonelli
Kylie Amelia Antonelli
daughter of Gregory & Kristen Antonelli
Sofie Mae Barrick
daughter of Thomas & Nicole Barrick
Abigail Grace Batista
daughter of Eric & Amanda Batista
Amelia Catherine Caisse
daughter of Nicholas & Kristen Caisse
Ethan Frederick Cancilliere
son of Jane Cancilliere
Charlotte Ruth Carlson
daughter of Robert & Kathryn Carlson

http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/eucharisticdevotion/index.cfm

Owen Michael Chalmers
son of Paul & Ryan Chalmers

St. Luke’s oﬀers Eucharistic Adoration on Mondays. Adoration provides us with an opportunity to spend quality quiet time in the presence of the Lord to get our spiritual
journey on track. There are so many needs for prayer today. Besides ourselves, prayers
are needed for our families, our parish, vocations to the priesthood and religious life, our
country, and our world.

Sarah Elise Chin
daughter of Jason & Ly Chin
Nola Colantonio
daughter of Ronald & Meghan Colantonio
Cian Edward Donaghy
son of Edward & Jodie Donaghy

Our schedule is:
7:00 am: Mass (prayer intentions from the prayer box in the main lobby are placed
on the altar at the Mass and left there during Adoration so people can pray
for the intentions),
7:30 am: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and the Rosary,
3:00 pm: The Chaplet of Divine Mercy,
3:30 pm: Memorare, Litany of Loreto,
3:45 pm: Evening Prayer, Benediction and Reposition of the Blessed Sacrament.

Evelyn Francesca Drury
daughter of Leo & Stephanie Drury
Anthony Richard Dupre
son of Justin Dupre & Renee Jiacovelli
Sloan Harper Ferreira
daughter of Thomas & Rebecca Ferreira
Elisabeth Grace Friel
daughter of Christopher & Bethany Friel

NOTE: During Lent, Benediction and Reposition of the Blessed Sacrament is at 12 noon
with the Stations of the Cross at 5:00 pm.

Luca Garcia
son of Eric & Shakiris Garcia

About 20 people have committed to an hour between 7:30 am (after the 7:00 am Mass)
and 4:00 pm. Others have signed up as substitutes when someone cannot do their hour.

Finlea Claire Genetti
daughter of Michael & Bethany Genetti
Canaan Alexander Gomes
son of Hugo & Susanne Gomes

We are fortunate to have Deacon Domenic DiOrio leading Adoration at St. Luke’s.
Deacon Dom recognizes we are very busy people, but he reminds us that our primary
goal in life is to attain heaven.

Sebastian Grayson Gomes
son of Hugo & Susanne Gomes
Madison Elizabeth Hughes
daughter of Brian & Emily Highes

We could always use more adorers! Can you spare an hour out of your busy Monday
schedule for spiritual quiet time and reflection with the Lord?

Jonathan David Karberg
son of Andrew & Kalina Karberg

Interested?
Please contact Bambi Simone, 401-247-0144, bambisimone@aol.com.

Vivien Grace Lang
daughter of Matthew & Jessica Lang
10
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Brayden Daniel Lewis
son of Evan & Jenna Lewis
Xavier Maddox
son of Tiana Leis
Ava Maddox
daughter of Tiana Leis
Emilia Louise Morocco
daughter of Michael & Erin Morocco
Jamey Rose O’Brien
daughter of Andrew & Sonja O’Brien
Amelia Jane Pearse
daughter of James & Kristen Pearse
Ava Noelle Pearse
daughter of James & Kristen Pearse

Margie (seated) with L-R: Mary Lally, David Renner, Tess Riley, Trish Cirillo, Liz Lombardi, and Ann Molak.

Fulfilling a Lifelong Dream

Emma Grace Pearse
daughter of James & Kristen Pearse

BY A N N M O L A K

Valentina Desiree Powers
daughter of Ryan & Ashley Powers

When Father Bob led a small group of St. Luke’s parishioners to Jamaica in 2009
for the parish’s first Adult Mission Trip, none of us had an idea how long that
transformative experience would linger in our hearts and minds. During our weeklong visit to the Mustard Seed’s Blessed Assurance apostolate, we were given a mere
glimpse of everyday life for these abandoned children and their caregivers.

Brooke Anne Reynolds
daughter of Kevin & Rebecca Reynolds
Julien Howard Seadale
son of Matthew & Capucine Seadale
Luke Keenan Smith
son of Zachery & Chelsea Smith

As we acclimated ourselves to our daily tasks, we were moved by the dedication of
the caregivers—many of whom had walked the steep terrain or used multiple modes
of transportation to reach the orphanage nestled high in the hills of Montego Bay.
We worked closely with the caregivers, who tirelessly delivered the best care possible,
given meager supplies that continuously were being rationed. The caregivers gave us
important cues to help us with daily tasks, such as bathing and feeding the children,
or occupying the children’s time in between our scheduled work assignments.
The caregivers’ sternness was tempered by tenderness and compassion; they always
managed to find something joyful about the work they were doing.

Natalia Stanley
daughter of Andre & Tiana Stanley
Evelina Jean Stone
daughter of Travis & Jamie Stone
Nicholas Sweeney
son of Patrick & Katherine Sweeney
Carl Sweeney IV
son of Carl Sweeney, III & Elizabeth Dias

One of the caregivers, a nurse by the name of Margie, was particularly curious about
the American missionaries. She wanted to know more about each of us—our families,
our jobs, what it was like to live in the
United States, etc. Likewise, she shared
with us her perspective on family, healthcare, education, and faith, wanting us to
know more about the Jamaican culture.
During a boisterous evening of playing
“Catch-phrase” with the group, Margie
pledged that, someday, she would come to
visit us all in the US.
Fulfilling a Lifelong Dream
continued on page 12
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Hunter John Swindell
son of Christopher Swindell & Tammy Ferro
William Michael Tavares
son of Philip & Lindsey Tavares
Claire Olivia Trainor
daughter of David & Alexia Trainor
Madeleine Marie Varieur
daughter of John & Michaela Varieur
Jonathan Don Wynn
son of Jeffrey & Jacqueline Wynn
Lila Harumi Young
daughter of John & Grace Young

Father Bob prepared dinner at the rectory for Margie and Trish Cirillo.
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Fulfilling a Lifelong Dream continued from page 11

After many years of planning, Margie travelled to the US this
summer, spending time visiting with the missionaries and our
families. She embraced American lifestyle in New England,
sampling our summer fare (burgers, lobster, chowder, clam
cakes, Dunkin’ Donuts iced-coﬀee), boating on a Sunday
afternoon, jumping through four-foot high ocean waves, digging for clams, riding the Crescent Park Carousel, enjoying
a drive through the countryside, and savoring a picnic on the
beach. Margie was up for anything and everything and, as we
enjoyed Margie’s company, we found ourselves re-living many
aspects of our mission trip. Here are a few comments from
the missionaries who opened their homes and their hearts to
welcome Margie.
“I was impressed by her determination and fearlessness as she
undertook this adventure. She had never flown on an airplane
and even had to make a connection and go through customs,”
said Trish Cirillo, who helped Margie organize her trip.
“She had so much faith that all would go well. Margie was
convinced that God had sent her an angel when a young
Jamaican woman helped her navigate the airport. She wanted
to experience all the things that most of us take for granted.
I enjoyed having her around to make me appreciate the many
blessings we have,” said Trish.
Liz Lombardi noted that Margie’s visit rekindled some vivid
memories. “Having Margie around brought me right back
to Blessed Assurance and driving through that gate for the
first time. I can still see all the little faces of the children,
who were so happy we were there!”
“I had this overpowering feeling
of being at the right place when
we first pulled up to the gate at
Blessed Assurance,” said Mary
Lally. “I kept singing in my head,
over and over: ‘Here I am Lord.
It is I Lord. I have heard you
calling in the night.’ I felt like
I had been there before. I felt
peace at Blessed Assurance,
and having Margie here
with us brought back all
those feelings.”
12

Liz commented that Margie is a ‘woman
of strong faith and love,’ even when faith
may be challenged. “Margie had a terrible time with the untimely death of
her grown son, and her rock-solid faith
is helping her remain strong in the face
of grief. She made me see how fortunate I am,
and that I have things that I take for granted each day,”
said Liz.
“Margie simply blended right in, and didn’t ask lots of questions about what to do and how to do something,” continued
Mary. “She tried to be helpful in any way she could. Her
kindness was always present—helping the disabled, taking
time to really listen to others and to have a meaningful
conversation. I loved our discussions about religion… how
sincere she was when saying grace before meals…her
enthusiasm for life …and her laughter,” Mary said.
Ann Marie Thompson’s family described Margie as ‘inspirational, appreciative, and spiritual.’ “When I asked Margie
what I could buy for her she said, ‘I would really like shoes
for church.’ Not shoes for the beach or shoes for dancing or
running… it was shoes for church,” said Ann Marie.
“She is such a spiritual person that I almost felt like her being
here was more of a wake-up call for me than a vacation for
her,” Ann Marie continued. “In the short time I spent with
her, she reminded me of what is important in life—your faith
and your family. You get so caught up with the things in
your life you forget those two simple things. I hope that I can
hold onto that simple lesson that Margie bestowed on me,”
said Ann Marie.
Fulfilling a Lifelong Dream continued on page 16

Above: L–R: Margie, Marilyn Renner, Trish Cirillo, Ralph Cirillo, Dr. Ted Lally, Ann Molak, Mary Lally,
Liz Lombardi, and Tess Riley. Below: Margie at the Crescent Park Carousel. At left: Margie attending
Mass at St. Luke’s with Liz Lombardi.
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Outreach

MARRIAGES
Colin Brody & Kara Meglasson

Parish Outreach continued from page 4

“Currently, our volunteers are mostly the
same people every time. We have around 20
people who regularly volunteer their time for
Parish Outreach, so there is a ton of room
for improvement there. It’s not something
you have to devote your entire life to. Just a
few hours a month can make a diﬀerence in
someone’s life.”
How do you obtain funding for
St. Luke’s Parish Outreach Program?
“We get it where we can. There are some
generous parishioners who donate to Parish
Outreach every year, but we certainly could
do more in the way of gathering needed
funding. Fr. Bob is always so generous, and
has said if we ever need any help, he would
definitely help Parish Outreach. There is
always room for improvement in the way of
fundraising. We’re open to suggestions, and
it would be wonderful to have someone who
would like to take on fundraising.”

What are some of the ways you go about
promoting, or getting the word out about
the services available by Outreach?
“I think in the past this has been one of the
biggest challenges. People don’t know about
Parish Outreach and the fact that we are
looking for people. I know the parish is working on a new website, and I’m hoping to have
a presence there on the website. Also through
email, I would love to get an email list going
where we can reach more families.”

Gregory Lemoi & Melissa Mangione

anything there fits what you are looking for.
The monthly meeting is held at the church
in one of the conference rooms. We haven’t
really established regular meeting hours
yet. We generally work around Fr. Bob’s
schedule. If there are any parishioners who
would like to get involved with Parish
Outreach, they can simply email me at
themckibbinfamily@gmail.com or they can
contact the parish oﬃce.”

Robert H. Martin & Erin A. Kilcline
Kevin McCarthy & Marlene Alves
Michael Messore & Joanna Higgins
Craig Naclerio & Jaymie McCanna
Zachery Robert Quaratella & Sarah Carroll Barry
Dixon Driggs Simmons & Kayla Marie Farrar
David Edward Somerville & Siobhan Barbara
Franco
Adam Nicholas Toman & Kayla Marie Testa

What take-away message do you wish
to impress upon St. Luke’s parishioners
about the Outreach Program?

IN MEMORIAM

“What I have been hearing Fr. Bob say,
and what I believe myself, is that we are the
church! You’re the church, I’m the church …
it’s not a building. It’s a living thing! And,
in order for us to make our church the best it
can be, and most meaningful to our parishioners and the people we interact with, everyone
is encouraged to get involved somehow.
It makes it more meaningful to sit in the pew
and know that you are a part of something
greater. It is putting our faith into action.
When Fr. Bob speaks, he is speaking
to everyone.

How may a parishioner go about getting
involved in Parish Outreach?

“I guess my parting message is that I want
everyone to know they are welcome. Everyone
is welcome to be part of Parish Outreach.
You don’t have to come to a monthly meeting
if that is not your thing. You don’t have to
come to everything. Come to whatever you
can, attend whenever you can, and do
whatever you can. And know we are grateful
for that. There is definitely something for
you to do, and know you are welcome.

“The easiest way to get involved is to just
come to our monthly meeting and see if

“Parish Outreach is not for a certain few
people. It’s for everyone!”

W W W. S T L UKES PARI SH .CO M

Stephen Roger Godaire & Estefany Flores
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Robert Almeida

5/26/2016

Evelyn Alves

10/12/2016

Maryann Bowen

6/4/2016

Elaine Castaneda

10/13/2016

Lorenza Charron

7/1/2016

Gerald Fogarty

4/6/2016

Nancy Grossman

8/29/2016

Marie Hadzima

6/27/2016

Normand Jalbert

6/28/2016

Bonni Kirkwood

8/30/2016

Jane Lemire

5/26/2016

Mary Lou Magee

7/27/2016

William Malinowski

8/11/2016

Theresa Meehan

4/20/2016

Ann O’Brien

8/2/2016

Thomas Phillips

7/18/2016

Lorraine Quinlan

4/27/2016

Beatrice Randall

4/16/2016

Helen Rayner

4/11/2016

Paul Sheehan

10/3/2016

William Welfare

9/17/2016

Mary Wood

7/20/2016

NEW FRIENDS

REACH

Samuel & Erica Adams
David & Carol Allsworth
Christopher Antonelli
Alyson Boss

WANTS YOUR FEEDBACK!

Megan Botelho
Mary Boyle
Robert & Kathryn Carlson
Jeremy & Tracey Cloutier
Jacquline Cottle
Rosa Daly

Do you have a comment on a current or past article
appearing in the St. Luke’s Church Parish REACH newsletter?
Do you have a suggestion for improving the content or quality of
the newsletter?

Tasha Dixey
Michael & Rachel Dunham
Nick & Jenny Ferraro
Philip & Elizabeth Formica
Eric & Shakiris Garcia

REACH wants your feedback—good, bad, or otherwise.
There’s always room for improvement!

Matthew Heffner
Jennifer & Ricardo Janeiro-Massa
Renee Jiacovelli
Emerson & Mylie Leonard

You can reach us (pun intended) by sending an email
to the editor, Joe Lofgren, at
lofgren4@gmail.com.

Stephen MacGillivray
Lisa Mangione
Jeffrey & Elizabeth Martin
Agnes Medeiros
Leigh Montecalvo
Michael & Erin Morocco
Kerryan O’Connor
Joseph & Gail Palazzolo

Christmas Schedule

Jason & Kristie Passalacque
Stephen & Christina Pelletier
Mark Piccerelli
Normand & Jennifer Ricard
James & Katie Ritter
Matthew & Capucine Seadale
Matthew & Kristen Shields

CONFESSIONS

John & Jacqueline Signore, Jr.

Friday, December 23 ~ 4:00 - 6:00 p.m.

Paul & Michelle Slusarz
Paul & Laura Stocker

CHRISTMAS EVE

Philip & Lindsey Tavares

4:00 p.m. ~ 6:00 p.m. Children’s Mass ~ 10:00 p.m.

Carolyn Tilden
John & Michaela Varieur

CHRISTMAS DAY

Robert Weiss

8:30 a.m. ~ 10:00 a.m.

John & Grace Young
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Fulfilling a Lifelong Dream continued from page 12

Before returning to Jamaica, Margie
reflected on her stateside experiences:
“My visit showed me that the missionaries who came to Jamaica as volunteers
for the disabled community did it from
the heart, showing love for others who
are diﬀerent from them,” Margie wrote
in her journal. “These are all busy, working individuals, with families of their
own to love and care for. Yet they made
it their business to put this aside for a

while, to go to another country to lend
a hand to those less fortunate…to build
and to try to promote a better way of
living for these children. It gives me a
diﬀerent perspective of life.
“We may look diﬀerent in complexion
but love doesn’t come in color—it comes
from the heart,” noted Margie. “I am
grateful for the beautiful people in my
life who continue to encourage me.

7:00 a.m.
(Labor Day - Memorial Day)
5:00 p.m.
8:30, 10:00 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.
September through June - 7:00 & 9:00 a.m.
12:00 noon, 7:00 p.m.
No Vigil Mass
No 9:00 a.m. Mass in August

In the end, much like the mission trip, it
was as transformative an experience for
the St. Luke’s missionaries as it was for
Margie!

PARISH STAFF & DIRECTORY

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Daily
Weekend
Saturday
Sunday
Holy Days

These three and a half weeks have been
the happiest time in my life!”

Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament
Every Monday immediately
following the 7 a.m. Mass until
closing prayers at 3:30 p.m.
Adoration and Novena Prayers
are not held on Federal holidays.

Pastor
Administrative Coordinator
Bookkeeper
REACH Editor
REACH Managing Editor
REACH Prod. Coordinator
REACH Photographers
Rectory
Religious Edu.
St. Luke’s School

Fr. Robert F. Hawkins
Ann Marie Beccue
Catherine Carbone
Joe Lofgren
Neil Kiely
Ann Molak
Sal Capirchio,
David Renner, Ann Molak
401.246.1212
401.246.1363
401.246.0990

