
“ BUT WE HOLD THIS TREASURE IN EARTHEN 

VESSELS, THAT THE  SURPASSING POWER 

MAY BE OF GOD AND NOT FROM US.”
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St. Luke’s Mission Statement 
St. Luke’s Parish at its core strives to live out 

the call of stewardship. Simply put, we 
are aware that all we have is a result of our 

gift-giving God. God blesses us with time, 
talent, and treasure. We attempt to respond 

to this God by using creatively what God 
has given to us. Working in partnership 
with God, we advance His kingdom on 

earth. By so doing we witness to God’s 
presence in our midst.

—Corinthians 2:4
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Editor’s Note continued on page 2

editor’s note:

At first glance, the picture on this front page is like many other group photographs 
taken over the years at St. Luke’s Parish.  At the time, this snapshot identified the 
membership of the parish Intercessory Prayer Group.  It was included in a special St. 
Luke’s 50th anniversary commemorative booklet, which was published and distribut-
ed back in 1992.  Although this photo came to our attention only recently after most 
of the articles for this issue were completed, it remarkably fits, albeit unintentionally, 
as an illustration of the key themes offered in this Spring 2017 issue of the St. Luke’s 
Parish REACH newsletter. 

First, the photo epitomizes the main theme of this issue:  Adult Religious Education.  
Throughout the history of our parish, adult parishioners have gathered together to 
form groups dedicated to the mutual enrichment of their Catholic faith.  This tradi-
tion continues today in many of our current ministries.  They include Women’s Bible 
Study, Men’s Bible Study, special events, and self-study options like FORMED. 

A Message from Father Bob



A Message from Father Bob

PONDERING

On many occasions, I have highlighted what 
I want my legacy as pastor to be.  This legacy 
centers around missionary outreach and educa-
tion. This newsletter highlights especially adult 
education. So often we hear the expression “a 
lifetime learner.” This is especially true when it 
comes to religious formation. Certainly homilies 
at Mass nurture both the soul and the mind.  
But beyond homilies, we grow in our faith when 
we watch excellent videos, attend adult educa-
tion classes, and read good articles and books.
        Here at St. Luke’s, we have put together 
an excellent “FORMED” program under the 
leadership of Bill Sweeney. Everything from 
presentations on the sacraments, lives of the 
saints, scripture, and relevant movies are avail-
able at the click of your computer. Ed Sirois is 
an invaluable resource for our adult education 
outreach.  During the soup suppers this Lent, 
he presented a three-part series on Catholic 
Social Teaching.  Father Chris Mahar did an 
excellent presentation on Euthanasia.  
        Our religious formation and school 
teachers attend the conference at Bryant every 
year.  Adult Women’s Bible Study has been a 
staple here for many years.  In February, Marty 
Haugen, an internationally known liturgical 
composer, gave a concert in our parish church.  
During Lent, a free copy of Matthew Kelly’s 
Resisting Happiness was offered to each 
parishioner.  In every sacramental preparation 
program for children there is an adult compo-
nent. These programs only scratch the surface 
of our ongoing efforts.  
        As you read this edition of REACH, notice 
the variety of our adult education offerings.  
Certainly the Church needs to educate the 
young.  I believe this goal is best achieved when 
you educate and form their parents.

Fr. Bob Hawkins 

Next, the picture also typifies our rich 
heritage as an organization.  As part of our 
25th and 50th anniversary celebrations, the 
parishioners-of-the-day took time out to 
preserve their place in St. Luke’s journey as a 
community of God.  In the process, they left 
behind a paper and photo trail documenting 
days gone by.  On this, our 75th anniversary 
as a parish, REACH also pauses to honor 
St. Luke’s past by presenting to you, our 
loyal readers, a concise chronology of key 
events leading us to the present time and the 
parish we all know and love.

Finally, this prayer group started many 
years ago lives on!  Joan Warren reports on 
the recently revitalized St. Luke’s Parish 
Intercessory Prayer Group (see page 18).  
Although the membership level has varied 
over time, the group’s dedicated members 
have nonetheless faithfully persisted in 
meeting regularly, most recently on Satur-
day mornings, to raise up to the Lord each 
submitted prayer intention.  Now, under this 
new prayer group concept, they are harness-
ing the power of the internet to more easily 

and expeditiously disseminate these inten-
tions on a weekly basis to the members, and 
hopefully, to entice other parishioners to join 
the group who may otherwise find it difficult 
to attend scheduled meetings.

We hope that you find this issue of REACH 
both uplifting and inspiring.  I particularly 
wish to stress our inspirational message.  
Father Bob once said to me that “an engaged 
Catholic is an educated Catholic.  Be a life-
time Catholic learner!”  Through our parish, 
we are blessed to have access to the tools and 
services we need to satisfy our quest for a 
quality adult religious learning experience.  
You need only to reach out, and join in.         

Happy 75th Anniversary to all the 
parishioners of our much cherished 
St. Luke’s Parish!  May God bless 
all of you.

Joe Lofgren
Editor, REACH Newsletter
St. Luke’s Parish   

2 SPRI NG 2017

Editor’s Note continued from page 1

MAY
May 6      Rel Ed First Communions
May 7      May Crowning and First 
 Communion Celebration
May 7      St. Luke School First 
 Communion
May 13/14 Rose Sale sponsored by 
 Respect Life
May 21    11:30 Baccalaureate Mass 
 followed by Luncheon

May 27/28  
Summer Mass Schedule in Effect
Saturday:  5:00 p.m.
Sunday:  7:00 a.m. , 8:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m.
                  NO 11:30 Mass    

                

JUNE
Jun. 3/4   HOME Bake Sale
Jun.  10   Rel Ed Teacher Breakfast
Jun. 17    SLS Golf Tournament 
Jun. 17/18 Eucharistic Miracles Exhibition

JULY
Jul. 10-14  First Session of the Rel Ed 
 Summer Program
Jul. 17-21   Second Session of the Rel Ed
 Summer Program

AUGUST
Aug. 6-12 HOME Mission Trip to 
 Orland, ME

         

upcoming events
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continued on next page

REACH recently sat down with George 
Tamer in his office at the ACE Hardware 
store in the center of Barrington to dis-
cuss St. Luke’s Parish’s Men’s Bible Study.  
George is the facilitator of this Church 
ministry, and he leads a group of men in a 
bi-monthly forum organized around the 
reading, discussion, and analysis of Bible 
scripture.  Together, these men support 
and uplift each other as they ‘sharpen’ and 
grow in their faith, and ultimately come to 
embrace their role and responsibilities to their 
families and the community as Christian men.      

George, to the best of your knowledge, 
what is the origin/history of the Men’s 
Bible Study program at St. Luke’s Parish?

“I can’t identify a specific date, but I know it 
has been going on for at least 20 years, on and 
off.  I personally have been doing it for just over 
six years now.  It had fallen by the wayside 
when I picked it up.  Because it was not active 
when I took it over, there was no transition.  I 
started from scratch; there were no guidelines.  I 
asked those involved, ‘What do we want to do?’, 
and I just hit the ground running.”

Why ultimately did you choose to facilitate 
this ministry?

“Interesting question.  God put it on my heart 
for a long time now, the last 15 years or so, 
to get more involved with men.  He put it on 
my heart to do what I can to help men grow 
in their walk with the Lord.  I like the word 
‘mentoring’, and I think we as men have an 
obligation to do mentoring, and we, including 
myself, perhaps have not done a good job on it.  
The more I read my Bible, the more I realized 
that the Holy Spirit was saying to me, ‘George, 
I expect more from you’, and I think I’m 
listening more.  So, to get the ministry going, I 
approached the parish … specifically one of the 
associate pastors, Fr. Matt Glover, just before 
he was leaving.  That’s when I got involved.”

What knowledge or insight do you hope 
that a participant of Men’s Bible Study will 
realize by attending these meetings?

“Every man gets something different.  There is 
no formula.  This isn’t a script where Bill gets 
this, and John gets that.  I’m hoping that the 
men grow in their walk with the Lord,  they 
get back into scripture, and listen to what God 
expects of them.  Men are a tough breed.  It’s 
hard to get men to pray together, and I’m hop-

ing that through this group they can open up 
and share ideas, share questions, and ultimately 
see what God has planned for them … and 
take it seriously.  I most definitely see men tak-
ing it seriously.  You’d be surprised.  Men drop 
by the hardware store all the time just to chat 
with me.  I find some men, not all, are a little 
standoffish when it comes to approaching 
a priest with their problems, questions, and 
concerns, but they may, on some things, feel 
more comfortable approaching a lay person.”

When and how often do you schedule 
Men’s Bible Study?

“Our meetings are scheduled twice a month, 
October through April, on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  The meet-
ings run an hour and a half, and that format 
seems to be working just fine.  The guys are in 
by 7 p.m. and out by 8:30 p.m.  We keep the 
meetings very punctual, so I’m not tying up 
people.  I respect their time.”

Please describe a typical meeting topic/
agenda?

“We have a fallback agenda which I tend to 
use.  Whatever the scripture reading is for the 
following Sunday, we read those scriptures.  

men’s  bible  study
q&a session with george tamer, facilitator

March 21, 2017

Iron is sharpened by iron;
one person sharpens another.

Proverbs 27:17

A D U LT
R E L I G I O U S

E D U C A T I O N

“Human beings learn from each other and grow in wisdom by conversing.”  
Endnote to Proverbs 27:17, New American Bible, Revised Edition, 9 March 2011
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Men’s Bible Study continued from page 3

We try to go over the scriptures in a different 
way. We identify who the speaker is, what was 
the setting for the scripture reading, what the 
speaker is saying biblically, but most impor-
tantly, how does it fit in our life schedule every 
day.  That is the general format, however, from 
time-to-time, we may have a guest speaker 
come in, we may discuss an interesting book 
which someone has read, or we may have a 
dialogue on a personal issue or event that is on 
the heart of someone and then apply it bibli-
cally. The best sessions are when all the guys are 
engaged and asking questions.  I find the two 
most common questions asked by the men dur-
ing these meetings are: What does God expect 
from me?  How does this scripture apply to me 
in my life today?” 

What is the demand on the time of 
the members?  Must they prepare for 
a meeting?

“No preparation whatsoever.  Just show up.  
We make it as easy as possible.  If you have an 
issue or concern that you want to talk about, get 
ahold of me.  No homework.  No writing notes.  
I like them to bring their Bibles.  If they don’t, 
we have a handout of the scriptures that we are 
going to talk about.  But, there is absolutely no 
preparation other than getting in your car and 
getting to the church.”

During a typical meeting, how would you 
characterize the interaction between the 
men?  Lively?  Subdued? 

“This group that we have right now has been 
together for a few years.  I think the guys are 
very comfortable with one another.  One thing 
that happens is you develop some camaraderie 
with the other men over time.  Now, in the be-
ginning, I think some guys are a little reluctant 
to share.  Some people don’t want to admit they 
are having this particular issue, but when they 
hear someone else say it, then they will open up.  
Whatever we discuss, stays in the room.  We 
are not discussing anything that is a secret.  It’s 
all in the Bible and what God has to say.  For 
example, and this is just hypothetical, someone 
may admit to having a temper in dealing with 

their spouse, and he doesn’t want everyone to 
know he has a temper.  Our approach then is 
to discuss it from a biblical standpoint, but only 
within the privacy of the group setting.  We 
always open in prayer, and we close in prayer.  
Usually, the first few minutes are a warmup 
period as guys are arriving.  We may talk cur-
rent events, or sports, just to loosen everyone 
up, but after that, we get right to the subject at 
hand, we close in prayer, and the guys are out 
of there on time.  We are not there to waste 
anyone’s time.”

On average, how many men attend each 
meeting?

“We have an average of from 10 to … the most 
I have had at one time, is 18 men.  It’s a nice 
comfortable group, not an auditorium type of 
situation.  So, in general, I would say it is an 
intimate group of 10 to 18 men on average.” 

Are you happy with that level of atten-
dance?

“I don’t look for quantity.  I look for quality.  If 
we get one man to show up and we are able to 
help him in some way, or he can help us … this 
isn’t a one-way conversation.  It’s men helping 
each other.  The Bible says in Proverbs 27:17, 
it’s iron sharpens iron.  It’s one man trying to 
help another man.  That is what we are trying 
to do here.  All men are strongly encouraged 
to attend.  I don’t worry about the size of the 
group.  If the group gets too large, say 40 men 
show up, we would break it up into two groups, 
because I think men like smaller groups.  This 
should be on every Christian man’s bucket list.  
We don’t get do-overs in life.  It’s a time to get 
closer to God other than a prayer at home, and 
some serious Bible study.”

Why is the focus of the meetings only on 
men?  Why not open the meetings up to 
everyone?

“Let me say first off, I’m trying to keep the 
Bible study at the adult level, 21-years or older, 
since many of the topics we discuss require a 
certain level of maturity.  Having said that, 

getting younger men to attend is a problem for 
some reason.  I would say the youngest man 
we have attending is about 40 years old, and 
the oldest gentleman we have is 82, I believe.  
Anyway, I would love for younger men to join 
in and add their point of view to the discussion.  
But, getting them to show up is another thing 
altogether.  I know they’re busy and many have 
young families, but … you know what I mean.   

Second, the subjects we discuss are primarily 
focused on men’s issues.  I think many of the 
problems we have in the world today is because 
men are not taking on any responsibilities as 
a Christian man.  We have some very serious 
issues with men, like fatherless homes, men not 
knowing or even caring about scripture, or even 
them just going to Church.  So, here’s a good 
example.  Most often its the wife who will bring 
the kids to Church, but if she doesn’t, the hus-
band rarely steps up to bring them to Church.  
There are many issues like these which men 
must address, and I hope they will be willing to 
share some ideas and do some serious reflection 
on themselves in a men’s only setting.  

Finally, it’s not that we are excluding women, 
but I find on average that if we had a group of 
women in the Bible study, there are some men 
who will not be willing to discuss these types of 
issues in front of women.  Men need a forum.  
Don’t get me wrong.  I think it would be great 
idea to have an occasional joint Men’s and 
Women’s Bible Study to get both perspectives.”

How do you communicate with the men of 
the parish concerning upcoming meetings 
and other items of interest?

“It’s put out in the Church bulletin several 
times a month.  There is an email that goes 
out each month to every parishioner that is on 
the Church’s emailing list.  We have a separate 
emailing list for just the men that have signed 
up for the Bible study group.  Many of the guys 
know me in town and they know where to find 
me in the hardware store.  Or, they can just call 
the parish.  We welcome all men, even guests 
from out-of-town.  We even have some showing 
up from other parishes.”
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Is there a process for joining the Bible 
study, or is it just a matter of showing up? 

“No applications, no fees, no background 
checks.  Just show up.  You don’t have to have 
continuity, you don’t have to come every week.  
If you just want to try it or see what it is like, 
just come by.  No pressure, no questions asked.  
It couldn’t be any easier.  However, although 
I do think it is easy, I still find some men are 
fearful.  For some reason, when you put the 
word ‘bible” in front of anything, some men get 
frightened.  The fear is they haven’t read their 
Bible, that this will be like some college course 
and that we are going to test you or give you 
some kind of exam.  It’s nothing like that.  

I think also men are often reluctant to get 
together in a group and talk about religious 
subjects.  Then there are those who may think 
that Bible study is boring.  On the contrary, I 
strive to make each session NOT boring.  We 
talk about historical figures in the Bible, the 
ancient setting of the scripture reading, we 
have visual aids, videos, guest speakers, special 
sessions on a topic or problem someone has 
brought up, etc.  We mix it up.  I think it’s fun, 
and I think those who attend are having fun as 
well.  To sum it up, I try to add some context 

to scripture, make it real, and then we explore 
together how it applies to our lives today.  How 
can we be better men?”

If someone in the parish wishes to learn 
more about Men’s Bible Study, should they 
contact you directly?  If so, what is the best 
way to get in contact with you?

“Anyway that they are comfortable.  Email, 
write, pigeon carry, call me up, stop by the 
store, stop by the Church.  You should never feel 
uncomfortable or embarrassed to get involved 
in our Bible study, really.  I’m serious.  Here’s 
my email address:  gt48@comcast.net.  Most 
people do email these days, so I suggest starting 
with that.”

For a man considering joining Men’s Bible 
Study, what is your take-away message to 
that person?

“If after reading this article, and you’re thinking 
about it, then the Holy Spirit has put a thought 
in your mind.  Stop thinking.  Come by, you 
have nothing to lose.  God has something more 
important for you, and perhaps we, the group 
of men, can help you discover what God has 
planned for you.”

IN  MEMORIAM

Edward Alexander 4/7/2017

Raymond Alexander 11/19/2016

Robert Burns 2/15/2017

Maryann Cardente 10/22/2016

Roger Cournoyer 12/19/2016

Edward Creamer 12/22/2016

Elaine Dolan 11/21/2016

Geoffrey Higginbotham 2/28/2017

Daniel MacPhee 12/12/2016

Carmena Maddock 10/30/2016

Florence McCaffrey 1/4/2017

Anthony Memmolo 3/25/2017

Martha Peck 12/18/2016

Theresa Peck 2/1/2017

Barbara Rainey 12/13/2016

Carol Riegler 1/17/2017

Esther Rooney 12/12/2016

John Sewall 2/21/2017

Catherine Single 2/28/2017

Stanley Steliga 2/17/2017

Jean Sternberg 10/26/2016

CHRISTENINGS

Wyatt MacGregor Bickford

     son of Noah and Caitlin Bickford

Angelo Joseph Caliri

     son of Frank and Stefanie Caliri

Lila Catanzaro

     daughter of Anthony Catanzaro and 

     Katherine LeBlanc

Penelope Marie O’Brion

     daughter of Kevin and Joelle O’Brion

Ellie Margaret Ritter

     daughter of James and Katie Ritter

Jameson Sergio Sousa

     son of Sergio and Tiffany Sousa

Theia Olivia Tysvaer

     daughter of Kyle and Melissa Tysvaer

Giuliana Catherine Williams

     daughter of Kenneth and Allison Williams

Sadie Elizabeth Wojcik

     daughter of Glenn and Cari Wojcik

REACH Us
Do you want to reach us with
a comment?

Do you have a comment on a 
current or past article appearing in 
the St. Luke’s Parish REACH 
newsletter? Do you have a sugges-
tion for improving the content 
or quality of the newsletter?

REACH wants your feedback — 
good, bad, or otherwise.  There’s 
always room for improvement!   

Write to the editor, Joe Lofgren, 
at lofgren4@gmail.com. 

REACH Others
Do you want to reach others with
a comment?

Your feedback is great — it helps 
us to focus on continuous improve-
ment of the REACH product. 
But better yet—how about joining 
us?  REACH could always use 
more writers!      

Whether you have the talent to 
compose an epistle, like St. Paul, or 
you are just looking to exercise your 
writing skills, REACH can use you.  
Interested?    

Write to the editor, Joe Lofgren, at 
lofgren4@gmail.com. 
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The Women’s Bible Study meets from 
October through mid-May on Wednes-
days in the Church Hall Conference 
Room from 9:30-11a.m.

For the past few years, we have studied the 
Acts of the Apostles to better understand 
the early Christian Church.

This past year, we have concentrated on St. 
Paul’s Letters to the Churches.  A DVD 
entitled From Christ to Constantine was 

incorporated into our study.  This DVD 
focused on a geographical journey of St. 
Paul’s ministry and enlightened us regard-
ing the establishment of the early Chris-
tian Church.

Each year, Father Bob instructs us in a 
two-week Lenten series.  Father Collins joins 
us for a question and answer session each 
May, when we also celebrate his birthday.
If you are interested in joining our study 
group but are unable to attend every week, 

please do not hesitate to join us at any 
time.  No written homework is required 
and Bibles are provided.

For a schedule of our meetings, or if you 
have any questions, please contact Beverly 
Sousa at 401-246-1731.

women’s  bible  study
by beverly sousa, facilitator

special  events
from time to time, when opportunity presents itself, st. luke’s parish hosts special events to augment its familiar adult re-
ligious education programs.  these eclectic events offer parishioners a variety of spiritual growth experiences which are 
both inspirational and entertaining in their presentation.  reach has selected for your perusal in this issue only a small 
sample of special events held recently in our parish, which, hopefully, will whet your interest enough to entice you into 

attending similar parish-sponsored functions in the future.

Missionary Image of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe
On Sunday, 24 January 2016, a Mission-
ary Image of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
visited St Luke’s Parish here in Barrington.  
This Missionary Image is one of only four 
digital copies authorized to travel through-
out the world to proclaim the visitation of 
Our Lady to a simple farmer, Juan Diego, 
in Mexico City back in December 1531.  
The original Miraculous Image, which ap-

peared miraculously on the tilma (cloak) 
of Juan Diego, is on permanent display 
within the Basilica of Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe in Mexico City.  During this stop 
on the image’s missionary tour, a number 
of parishioners (see photo) gathered to 
worship Our Lady and view a 50-minute 
video describing this Marian Apparition.  
The Missionary Image of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe is presented periodically in the 
area, most recently at St. Martha’s Church 
in East Providence this past February.

Fr. Michael Gaitley’s Marian 
Consecration Retreat
In late 2016, from 5 November through 
8 December, the Solemnity of the Im-
maculate Conception, the Parish Stew-
ardship Committee, led by Bill Sweeney, 
sponsored the Marian Consecration of 12 

parishioners here at St. Luke’s Parish.  The 
33 day-retreat followed the guidelines pre-
sented in Fr. Michael Gaitley’s book: “33 
Days to Morning Glory:  A Do-It-Yourself 
Retreat In Preparation for Marian Conse-
cration.”

Consecration means to set aside for a 
sacred purpose.  Mary’s life was dedicated 
to the sole purpose of serving the Lord 
so, by following her example, we, too, can 
completely give ourselves to Christ.

continued on next page

A D U LT
R E L I G I O U S

E D U C A T I O N
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At the conclusion of the retreat, the partic-
ipants were consecrated “to Jesus through 
Mary.”  Jesus came into the world through 
Mary and for us to always be assured of be-
ing close to Jesus, even closer than before, 
we should go through Mary.

The retreat included individual daily 
meditations focusing on four leading 
Marian Saints:  St. Louis de Montfort, St. 
Maximillian Kolbe, St. Theresa of Cal-
cutta, and St. John Paul II.  In addition, the 
participants met each week at St. Luke’s 
Parish Hall for 90 minutes on a Saturday 
or Sunday to discuss and reflect on the 
meditations of the prior week.

Signs
When Jesus walked the earth, He used 
“signs” to prove His divinity, many of them 
recorded in the New Testament.  Since 
then, the Lord has presented to us many 
additional signs to enrich and deepen our 
faith.  

On Saturday, 4 March 2017, Deacon Dom 
DiOrio conducted a 2-hour presentation 
at St. Luke’s Church Main Hall to learn 
about these signs, some of which are hap-
pening in our midst even today.  

These past and current signs include 
Eucharistic Miracles (some in nearby Mas-
sachusetts), apparitions, relics and their 
associated miracles (even in Rhode Island), 
unexplained miracles, incorruptible saints’ 
bodies, and Near-Death Experiences.

Over 40 people, mostly from St. Luke’s 
but also some from surrounding parishes, 
attended this fascinating examination of 
signs, which are a testimony to the active 
presence of God in our lives today.

Special Events continued from page 6

A few days ago, my husband asked me what I sought from God.  Some may answer 
peace ... others love.  I quickly answered ... to know!  Specifically, I wanted to know 
if God was real!  If so, I yearned to know more about Him as the living Word.  I 
spent decades as a Protestant attempting to piece together God’s plan through Sola 
Scriptura.  I learned much, but still found gaping holes.  In 2005, my quest “to know” 
led me to revert to my Catholic roots.  Through continued Bible study, I have had 
glimpses of God’s eternal plan and his Merciful Love toward all creation, including 
me!

At St. Luke’s, I led the women’s bible study.  I loved sharing the differences between 
what I had learned in Protestantism verses that of Catholic teaching.  Insights 
recently learned through St Luke’s FORMED.org’s resources have left me in awe!  
Specifically, in  Lectio: Eucharist, the Eucharistic reality began, not in the upper 
room, but in Genesis.  In Lectio: Prayer, there is the simplicity and complexity of 
Lectio Divina.  In Divine Mercy, I learned the history of Maximillian Kolbe’s spread-
ing of Divine Mercy to John Paul II’s designation of Divine Mercy Sunday.  And 
currently, Lectio: Peter reveals how a simple fisherman became the first pope.  It’s 
hard to choose which study I loved more!  
 
This past Christmas, I had a special connection to my studies, while my husband 
and I had the opportunity to visit Rome.  Hidden there among the historic sites are 
many connections to Holy Scripture and Catholic Tradition.  We visited St. Peter’s 
Basilica, worshipping at Christmas Eve Mass with the 266th Pope.  Beneath St. Pe-
ter’s Basilica is the Scavi Tour (excavation site), where we viewed the remnants of St. 
Peter’s bones.  We toured the Coliseum where so many Christians were martyred.  
And, we visited the Sant’Andrea della Fratte Basilica, where in 1842 the Blessed 
Virgin Mother appeared to Alphonse Ratisbonne and where Maximillian Kolbe 
preached his first Mass. 

Upon my return home, with my interest piqued, I wanted to know even more about 
Rome’s Catholic roots.  As I continued our Lectio: Peter Bible study, I learned that 
Tradition tells us that St. Peter met Roman Senator Puden in Rome.  Above the 
Scavi of St. Puden’s home is Saint Pudenziana Basilica (relics of the 3,000 martyred, 
hidden by St. Puden’s daughter Prudenziana, are still in the cistern at the basilica).  
It was only after viewing my Rome pictures that I realized, unknown to me, that I 
not only walked right past them, but had pictures of them. 
 
I have enjoyed “my journey to know”!  Blending Scripture and Tradition has deep-
ened my understanding of and love for God, and enriched my Catholic faith.  Have 
you started your journey “to know”?     

BY PA M  F U L L E R 

Reflection on Adult Religious Education

A D U LT
R E L I G I O U S

E D U C A T I O N
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icatholic
who doesn’t have access to the internet 
these days?  granted, we all know one or 
two tech-challenged people who, for one 
reason or another, have shied away from 
embracing the power of automation.  but, 
for the most part, we 21st-century catho-
lics are pretty computer-savvy.  

yet, how often do you use your smart 
phone, tablet, or pc as an instrument to 
enhance and enrich your catholic faith?

let icatholic help you out there.  start-
ing with this issue, reach will seek to 
identify specific internet resources 
which are readily available to the on-line 
catholic.  we encourage you to take some 
time to explore these valuable informa-
tion tools, and discover what they have 
to offer you in the way of spiritual self-
enrichment.  we do believe you will find 

the effort well worth your time.

FORMED.org
FORMED.org is a revolutionary online 
platform featuring the best Catholic videos, 
audio talks, eBooks and movies from trusted 
partners like the Augustine Institute, St. Paul 
Center, Marian Fathers, Lighthouse Catho-
lic Media, Ignatius Press and Word on Fire.  
Catechism and Personal Faith Formation are 
at the fingertips of every parishioner.  Visit 
FORMED.org to learn about these resources 
delivered to you by the Augustine Institute.

Access free at www.formed.org.  To register, 
use St. Luke’s Parish code fd25b1.

massexplainedapp.com
The Mass Explained iPad-only app is a 
multimedia learning experience focusing on 
the Catholic Mass—more specifically, the 
Ordinary Form of the Roman Rite, the Mass 
with which most Catholics are familiar. It 
explores the roots of each section of the liturgy 

with its unique prayers and gestures. Packed 
with scriptural references, quotes from the 
Church Fathers, the Catechism and excerpts 
from councils and encyclicals, the publication 
is scholarly yet totally approachable and thor-
oughly entertaining.

In addition to the hundreds of photographs, 
drawings, charts and graphs that make for a 
visually stunning user experience, the Mass 
Explained iPad app contains several interactive 
elements.  Note: there is a $24.99 fee for this 
300 page app, but it is rich in content and well 
worth the price.

rosary-center.org 
The rosary is Our Lady’s Favorite Prayer.  In 
recent times the Mother of God has appeared 
in various parts of the world and asked for the 
recitation of the Rosary, the prayer she gave to 
the world centuries ago. It is her favorite prayer 
for it is essentially a meditation on the life of 
her Divine Son. The Rosary is a combina-
tion of vocal prayer (the Our Fathers & Hail 
Marys) and of mental prayer, namely, reflection 
on important events in the life of Christ and 
His Mother.

The web site is administered by the Rosary 
Confraternity of the Catholic Church, a world-
wide movement of prayer for peace, located in 
Portland, Oregon.

centrefordivinemercy.org/3-oclock-prayer-
chaplet
Praying the Chaplet of the Divine Mercy takes 
only a few short minutes but yields many great 
benefits. By praying this simple prayer, we are:
• Acknowledging God as our Merciful Savior
• Acknowledging God as our source of life
• Acknowledging our own sinfulness
• Interceding for the world
• Praying for God’s saving help
• Remembering that JESUS’ passion and 

resurrection opened up a whole avenue of 
Mercy for us.
  
This 3 O’Clock prayer (see below) can be 
prayed on its own or in conjunction with the 
Chaplet for the Divine Mercy. For a brief 
moment, pause and remember what JESUS 
did for each one of us. He died, so that we 
may live. And at this hour of Mercy, pause 
for a brief moment to give thanks for His self 
donation.

“You expired, O Jesus, but the source of life 
gushed forth for souls and an ocean of mercy 
opened up for the whole world. 

O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine Mercy, 
envelop the whole world and empty Yourself out 
upon us.
 
O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the 
Heart of Jesus as a fount of mercy for us, I trust 
in You.

Amen.”

ccc.usccb.org
“The Catechism of the Catholic Church … is a 
statement of the Church’s faith and of catholic 
doctrine, attested to or illuminated by Sacred 
Scripture, the Apostolic Tradition, and the 
Church’s Magisterium.  I declare it to be a sure 
norm for teaching the faith and thus a valid 
and legitimate instrument for ecclesial com-
munion.  May it serve the renewal to which 
the Holy Spirit ceaselessly calls the Church of 
God, the Body of Christ, on her pilgrimage to 
the undiminished light of the Kingdom!” 
 
Saint Pope John Paul II, Catechism of the Catho-
lic Church, The Doctrinal Value of the Text, page 
5.

A D U LT
R E L I G I O U S

E D U C A T I O N
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rhode island catholic
by joe lofgren

rhode island catholic (issn 1938-8675) 
is the official newspaper published 
weekly by the diocese of providence, 
at the rhode island catholic, one ca-
thedral square, providence, ri 02903, 
48 issues per year, except the first and 
third week of july, the first or second 
week in august, and the last week in 
december.

editorial/business offices:
one cathedral square
providence, ri 02903
phone: 401-272-1010
fax: 401-421-8418
web: www.thericatholic.com

publisher
the most rev. thomas j. tobin,
bishop of providence

editor
rick snizek
rsnizek@thericatholic.com

When I was child many years ago growing 
up in Rhode Island, my parents subscribed 
to The Providence Visitor, which was always 
readily available for reading among the 
usual display of newspapers and magazines 
scattered on our coffee table in the “TV 
room.”  The Providence Visitor was my
family’s source for what was “going on” 
around the Diocese of Providence, and 
for what was the latest Catholic news 
and opinions offered by our local Catholic 
religious and lay leaders.

Three decades and many interstate moves 
later (one of them international), I find 
myself, by the grace of God, full-circle and 
back in Little Rhody.  It didn’t take me 
long to reconnect with the “wicked cool” 
slang and habits of my youth, including my 
own subscription to my family’s tried-and-
true Catholic newspaper, The Providence 
Visitor, now Rhode Island Catholic.

And what a bargain it still is!  For $30, the 
price of the typical lunch-for-two these 
days, I get an entire year of local Catho-

lic news, opinions, and calendar events 
delivered to my home every Friday.  In this, 
only my second year as a subscriber, Rhode 
Island Catholic has already led me to sev-
eral truly inspirational events sponsored by 
St. Luke’s Parish and local other parishes, 
which have deepened and enriched my 
understanding of my own Catholic faith.  
I personally gravitate to the newspaper’s 
opinion section, including the familiar 
thought-provoking contribution from our 
Bishop Thomas Tobin.  Even the ads are 
full of relevant information on the activi-
ties and offerings of local organizations, 
which support and share in our Catholic 
faith and heritage.

Rhode Island Catholic is the weekly 
newspaper for the active informed local 
Catholic.  $30 a year—think about it!  It’s 
really a small price to pay for a powerful 
resource that will certainly challenge and 
inspire you to know God confidently, to 
trust in Him unconditionally, and to love 
Him wholeheartedly.   

TWO FREE  MOVIES  AT   ST.  LUKE’S  FORMED.ORG

Access Free, on any internet device, at www.formed.org
At Home page, scroll down to Register and enter St. Luke’s parish code fd25b1, once registered, LOGIN and key on Videos and scroll down 
to category Documentaries, then key on one of the above movie icons. Need help— Bill Sweeney wds27j@aol.com

A D U LT
R E L I G I O U S

E D U C A T I O N



10 SPRI NG 2017

“A parish is a definite community of the Christian faithful 
established on a stable basis within a particular church; 
the pastoral care of the parish is entrusted to a pastor as its 
own shepherd under the authority of the diocesan bishop.  
It is the place where all the faithful can be gathered together 
for the Sunday celebration of the Eucharist.  The parish 
initiates the Christian people into the ordinary expression 
of the liturgical life: it gathers them together in this celebra-
tion; it teaches Christ’s saving doctrine; it practices the 
charity of the Lord in good works and brotherly love.  ‘You 
cannot pray at home as at church, where there is a great 
multitude, where exclamations are cried out to God as from 
one great heart, and where there is something more: the 
union of minds, the accord of souls, the bond of charity, the 
prayers of the priests.’”  
Catechism of the Catholic Church, paragraph 2179

A search on ‘parish’ using the popular web site Wikipedia 
informs us that within the 195 geographical dioceses and 
archdioceses today (excluding the Archdiocese for the 
Military Services), there are approximately 17,900 local 
Catholic parishes in the United States.  Not lost in that 
rather large number is the unique character of each indi-
vidual parish.  Each parish plays a vital role in the spiritual, 

intellectual and social growth of the community to which 
it serves.  Each parish has a story to tell.  Our parish, St. 
Luke’s Parish in Barrington, Rhode Island, is no exception.   

Seventy-five years ago this year, our parish, a fledgling 
mission chapel attached to another parish in a neighboring 
town, blossomed into a parish unto itself.  Just imagine for 
one moment the emotions displayed on that late September 
day in 1942 when Fr. John Kelly, our first pastor, celebrated 
the first two Masses on behalf of his new parishioners.  
Put yourself in the place of those attending these first two 
services.  Many sitting there were most certainly responsible 
for working through the long, tedious process of petitioning 
for a new parish.  Do you think they would be pleased with 
what has become of their St. Luke’s Church over the course 
of three-quarters of a century?  We believe they would. 

In pursuit of our parish story, REACH interviewed several 
long-time parishioners and scoured through numerous 
pages of commemorative pamphlets and newspaper articles 
to chronologically outline the historical narrative that is 
uniquely St. Luke’s.  The details of our findings begin on 
the next page.

Saint Luke’s Parish
CHRONOLOGY 

OF
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Early 1900s
People of West Barrington and Bay Spring trekked to Sunday Mass at St. Brendan’s Church in 
Riverside, RI along the tracks of the Consolidate Railroad, which winded through Barrington to 
the church, the very route of today’s popular bike path. Publication, 1942-1992, 50 Years, St. Luke’s 
Parish.

October 1923
One acre of land on Washington Road, Barrington, RI was purchased for a future church.  Property 
records indicate the land was part of the Drownville Plat, Plat No. 17, Lot No. 19, and it was sold 
to St. Brendan’s Church by Jarvis S. Horton.  The address of the present church is 108 Washington 
Road. Publication, 1942-1992, 50 Years, St. Luke’s Parish. Barrington Property Record 13.

1934
A group of Catholics living in West Barrington and the Bay Spring Area submitted to Most Rev. 
Francis P. Keough, Bishop of Providence, a petition for a church in their section of the community. 
Publication, 1942-1967, 25 Years, St. Luke’s Parish Silver Jubilee.

September 1936
Joseph M. Mosher, Sr., architect, presented architectural plans for a Mission Church at West Bar-
rington, RI in association with St. Brendan’s Parish. Publication, 1942-1992, 50 Years, St. Luke’s 
Parish.

7 October 1936
Rev. John A. Toohey, Pastor of St. Brendan’s Church, blessed the ground to begin construction 
of St. Luke’s Mission Church.  The architect, Joseph M. Mosher, Sr., designed a Norman Gothic 
structure, 40(w) x 90(l) feet, with a seating capacity of about 300.  The cost — approximately 
$25,000.  Bishop Keough gave the exquisite rose-stained glass window above the altar.  A church 
in Providence provided the original three altars.  Parishioners donated the Stations of the Cross.  
Publication, 1942-1967, 25 Years, St. Luke’s Parish Silver Jubilee. Publication, 1942-1992, 50 Years, 
St. Luke’s Parish.

15 August 1937
On Sunday, the Feast of the Assumption, Bishop Keough officiated at the dedication of the new 
chapel.  Part of the ceremony included the laying of the cornerstone which contained parish records, 
history, and other memorabilia.  Today, see the cornerstone located behind the access ramp, with 
“1936” etched on it.  Publication, 1942-1967, 25 Years, St. Luke’s Parish Silver Jubilee. Publication, 
1942-1992, 50 Years, St. Luke’s Parish.

1942
The parish served 200 families. Publication, 1942-1992, 50 Years, St. Luke’s Parish.

17 September 1942
Bishop Keough announced the erection of the Mission Church to the status of “parish” under 
the title of St. Luke’s Church, Barrington. Publication, 1942-1967, 25 Years, St. Luke’s Parish 
Silver Jubilee.

75 YEARS AGO THIS 

YEAR,  OUR PARISH, 

A FLEDGLING 

MISSION CHAPEL 

ATTACHED TO 

ANOTHER PARISH 

IN A NEIGHBORING 

TOWN, BLOSSOMED 

INTO A PARISH 

UNTO ITSELF. 
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17 September 1942 - 1949
Rev. John A. Kelly, first pastor.  With no rectory at the time, he rented a house from a parishioner at 
337 Washington Road.  Father Kelly’s sister Mary was his housekeeper.  He later transferred to the 
pastorate of St. Thomas’ Church, Manton. Publication, 1942-1967, 25 Years, St. Luke’s Parish Silver 
Jubilee.

27 September 1942
Rev. John A. Kelly, the first pastor, celebrated the first two Masses of the new parish.
Publication, 1942-1992, 50 Years, St. Luke’s Parish.

Summer 1943
St. Luke’s held its first Country Fair.
Publication, 1942-1967, 25 Years, St. Luke’s Parish Silver Jubilee.

May 1944
Bishop Keough confirmed the first class at St. Luke’s Church: 52 candidates.
Publication, 1942-1967, 25 Years, St. Luke’s Parish Silver Jubilee.

August 1944
St. Luke’s held its second Annual Fair, with the main attraction being war bonds.
Publication, 1942-1967, 25 Years, St. Luke’s Parish Silver Jubilee.

1949 - 1955
Rev. Anthony S. Cotter, pastor.  He was called the “Father of modern CYO” in the diocese.  The rec-
tory stands in his memory. Publication, 1942-1967, 25 Years, St. Luke’s Parish Silver Jubilee.

1950s
The parish had a stable, vibrant population during the winter and an ever-expanding summer 
resident population, which necessitated using the basement for overflow crowds at Sunday Masses.
Publication, 1942-1992, 50 Years, St. Luke’s Parish.

1950
First Communions = 30; Confirmations = 0; Marriages = 12. 
Publication, 1942-1992, 50 Years, St. Luke’s Parish.

1952
Construction of a permanent rectory.
Publication, 1942-1992, 50 Years, St. Luke’s Parish.

1954
Baptized = 84; Deaths = 6.
Publication, 1942-1992, 50 Years, St. Luke’s Parish.

23 August 1954
The Sisters of the Cross and Passion took up residence in the parish.  Architectural records indicate 
the nuns lived in the house, built in 1936, located on church property at 106 Washington Road.
Publication, 1942-1992, 50 Years, St. Luke’s Parish. Architectural Records, Blount, Bennett Architects, 
Ltd., 3 November 1994.
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8 September1955 - May 1972 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Joseph P. O’Gara, pastor.  His sister, Evelyn Gallo, served as his housekeeper.  Ac-
cording to the referenced “25 Years” publication, curates to Msgr. O’Gara included Rev. James P. 
Hynes, Rev. Vincent P. Crawford, Rev. William Brennan, and Rev. Paul J. Bolton.  In addition, the 
St. Luke’s Church Baptismal Register identifies the following additional priests supporting the 
parish during this period:  Revs. Edward J. Cast, Clyde Walsh, Francis X. Roque, John W. Struck, 
Austin Smith, Dominic Lunghi, Joseph D. Schenick, and Norman F. Berard.  Publication, 1942-
1967, 25 Years, St. Luke’s Parish Silver Jubilee. Church Baptismal Register.

Early 1956
Msgr. O’Gara obtained 16,000 sq. ft. of land situated at the corner of Pine and Smith Avenue, along 
with the purchase of a residence and 29,000 sq. ft. of additional land on Waldron Avenue extending 
to Crown Avenue.  St. Luke’s Church then owned 48,000 sq. ft. of land destined to become a school, 
auditorium, and adjoining play-yard. Publication, 1942-1967, 25 Years, St. Luke’s Parish Silver Jubilee.

15 October 1957
Feast of St. Luke, Msgr. O’Gara turned the first spadeful of dirt at the groundbreaking ceremony for 
the new two-story, 10-room school, which would include a well-stocked library.  The architect for 
the school building was Joseph M. Mosher, Jr.  The project included an addition to the convent at 
106 Washington Road to provide adequate living quarters for the faculty of nuns. Publication, 
1942-1967, 25 Years, St. Luke’s Parish Silver Jubilee. Architectural Records, Blount, Bennett Architects, 
Ltd., 3 November 1994.

1958
The parish, with two full-time priests, served 800 families constituting 2800 souls.  Seven Sunday 
Masses were held to accommodate the number of parishioners.  The pastor was assisted by the 
curate, Rev. James P. Hynes, and by the Columban Fathers of Bristol.
Publication, 1942-1967, 25 Years, St. Luke’s Parish Silver Jubilee.

Prior to September 1958
Religious Education classes held in the transept of the church after the 9 am Sunday Mass, parti-
tioned off from the altar by a folding chair. Publication, 1942-1992, 50 Years, St. Luke’s Parish.

September 1958
St. Luke’s School (SLS) opened.  225 children attended in five grades.  It was staffed by the Sisters 
of the Cross and Passion, with Sister Mary Gonzaga, C.P., SLS Principal.  Within three years, the 
school occupied eight grades. Publication, 1942-1967, 25 Years, St. Luke’s Parish Silver Jubilee.

3 September 1958
Msgr. O’Gara celebrated Mass in the new auditorium chapel of the new school.
Publication, 1942-1967, 25 Years, St. Luke’s Parish Silver Jubilee.

5 October 1958
The Most Rev. Russell J. McVinney, Bishop of Providence, dedicated
St. Luke’s School. Publication, 1942-1967, 25 Years, St. Luke’s Parish 
Silver Jubilee.

C H R O N O L O G Y  O F  S A I N T  L U K E ’ S  P A R I S H
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1960s
1961
Parish was given two curates to assist the pastor. Publication, 1942-1967, 25 Years, St. Luke’s 
Parish Silver Jubilee.

1962
First graduating class of St. Luke’s School. Publication, 1942-1967, 25 Years, St. Luke’s Parish Silver Jubilee.

1963
Msgr. O’Gara noted that in the past 20 years, the parish had grown from 200 to 975 families.
Barrington Times, 5 September 1963. Publication, 1942-1992, 50 Years, St. Luke’s Parish.

1964
First Communions = 138; Confirmations = 295; Marriages = 27.
Publication, 1942-1992, 50 Years, St. Luke’s Parish.

1967
The parish, with three full-time priests, served 1200 families constituting 4600 souls, and included 
the following active organizations:  Men’s Club, Legion of Mary, Rosary and Altar Guild, CCD 
(grades one through 12), St. Luke’s Choir (Elementary School), Art Lesson Groups (Elementary 
School), Cancer Dressings Group (women), Teachers Aides, CYO, St. Vincent de Paul, Nocturnal 
Adoration, NCCW Affiliation (East Providence - Bristol County), Piano Lesson Groups (Elemen-
tary School), Library and School Lunch Hour Volunteers (women).
Publication, 1942-1967, 25 Years, St. Luke’s Parish Silver Jubilee.

18 September 1967
A concelebration of the Mass, with seven priests saying Mass in unison with the Most Rev. Bernard 
M. Kelly, Auxiliary Bishop of Providence and former curate of St. Luke’s Church, marked the 25th-
Year Jubilee Celebration for the Parish. Publication, 1942-1967, 25 Years, St. Luke’s Parish Silver Jubilee.

1970s
1970
Registered families = 1,200; First Communions = 135; Confirmations = 103.
Publication, 1942-1992, 50 Years, St. Luke’s Parish.

1972
St. Luke’s Parish Council was formed. Publication, 1942-1992, 50 Years, St. Luke’s Parish.

1976 - present
Stephen P. Kirby serves as Director of Music, organist, choir director, and soloist.
Publication, 1942-1992, 50 Years, St. Luke’s Parish.

October 1977
The parish made last mortgage payment on original church building.
Publication, 1942-1992, 50 Years, St. Luke’s Parish.

1979
Baptized = 63; Deaths = 30. Publication, 1942-1992, 50 Years, St. Luke’s Parish.
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1980s
1980
Registered families = 1,456; First Communions = 93; Confirmations = 111.
Publication, 1942-1992, 50 Years, St. Luke’s Parish.

1987
Mrs. Margaret (Peggy) Halpin became the first lay principal of St. Luke’s School.  Successors to 
Mrs. Halpin include Marycarol Gentile (2003), Julia Signore (2004-2007), and Mrs. Maureen 
Jannetta, whose tenure as SLS Principal ran from 2007 to 2016.  She was succeeded by current 
Principal, Mrs. Patricia (Trish) M. Bartel, who began her tenure with the 2016-2017 academic year.
Publication, 1942-1992, 50 Years, St. Luke’s Parish.

1988
St. Luke’s Contemporary Choir (Folk Group) was founded, with Director David Lauria, and 
included a blending of vocal harmonies, guitars, piano and percussion.  The group explored the 
modern sounds of the church at the 10:15 a.m. Mass in the St. Luke’s School Hall every Sunday.  
Many of the musicians involved were veterans of the Christian acoustic music movement and were 
members of the previous choir, headed for years by Christine Kavanagh.  
Publication, 1942-1992, 50 Years, St. Luke’s Parish.

1990s
1990
The parish, with two full-time priests and one in-residence, served over 1700 families.
Publication, 1942-1992, 50 Years, St. Luke’s Parish.

1972 - June 1991
Rev. Msgr. Oscar Ferland, pastor.  He considered his greatest accomplishments the school (received 
the diocese’s highest rating academically), and the religious education program (garnered a stel-
lar rating from the diocese).  Curates included Rev. Clifford J. Cabral and Rev. Gerald W. Hussey.  
Claire Lemieux worked as the cook and housekeeper for 18 years.  During this time, Rev. Raymond 
Collins, a friend of Father Ferland, started his long-standing ministry of supporting St. Luke’s Par-
ish by presiding over weekend Mass services per request of the pastor.  Also, Ann Marie Beccue, our 
present Parish Administrator, began her ministry when Father Ferland hired her in 1990. 
Providence Journal-Bulletin, Thursday, 11 July 1991, East Bay II Section, page 1.

1991
1,800 families and two priests.
Providence Journal-Bulletin, Thursday, 11 July 1991, East Bay II Section, page 2.

June 1991-2005
Rev. William Jenkinson, pastor. Curates included Rev. Henry Bodah and Rev. David C. Procaccini, 
while Rev. Robert  McManus was in residence. Publication, 1942-1992, 50 Years, St. Luke’s Parish.

1992
Bishop Ryan confirms 58 children and four adult candidates at St. Luke’s Church.  Almost 700 
children enrolled in Religious Education, a.k.a. CCD, in grades Pre-Kindergarten through 10th 
grade Confirmation.  Active parish organizations included:  St. Vincent De Paul Society, Interces-
sory Prayer Group, Seniors — The Young at Heart, Religious Education Board, Home and School 

C H R O N O L O G Y  O F  S A I N T  L U K E ’ S  P A R I S H



Association, Grieving Committee, Legion of Mary, Liturgy Committee, Adult Choir, Contemporary 
Choir, and CYO.  Ministries included Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors. 
Publication, 1942-1992, 50 Years, St. Luke’s Parish.

3 November 1994
Letter to the Town of Barrington details plans and architectural drawings for the house at 106 
Washington Road to be converted from a convent (vacant at the time) to St. Luke’s Day Care.
Architectural Records, Blount, Bennett Architects, Ltd., 3 November 1994.

1996
Expansion of the church was being actively discussed. Parish History of St. Luke’s Parish (2 pages).
Barrington Times, 21 November 2000, pages 1 and 9.

November 1996
The parish presented a conceptual program for church expansion, agreed to by the Parish Building 
and Grounds Committee and the Parish Pastoral Council, to the Diocese Building Commission.
Parish History of St. Luke’s Parish (2 pages).

December 1997
Diocese approved the conceptual program for church expansion, and authorized the parish to pro-
ceed with detailed planning. Parish History of St. Luke’s Parish (2 pages).

Spring 1998
The church was closed for renovation preparation.  Work included asbestos abatement and preser-
vation of the original stained glass windows. Parish History of St. Luke’s Parish (2 pages).

25 September 1999
A construction project began to renovate St. Luke’s Church under the management of Blount and 
Bennett Architects Ltd.  The addition would add two wings on either side of the old seating area, as 
well as an ornamental bell tower.  The project cost $2.6 Million, and included increased seating from 
260 to 575, infrastructure improvements, lighting and air conditioning, and a new sprinkler system. 
Barrington Times, 21 November 2000, pages 1 and 10.

1998-2000
During renovations, St. Luke’s held Mass wherever it could — the school gym, the Carmelite Mon-
astery, and Holy Angels Church on Maple Avenue. Barrington Times, 21 November 2000, pages 1 and 11.

2000s
19 November 2000
Bishop Robert E. Mulvee of the Diocese of Providence, the pastor, Rev. William R. Jenkinson, and 
associate pastor, Rev. David F. Gaffney, celebrated Mass to dedicate the newly renovated St. Luke’s 
Church.  Barrington Times, 21 November 2000, pages 1 and 11.

28 May 2005
St. Luke’s beloved paster, Rev. William R. Jenkinson, entered into eternal life. Parish Records.
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“YOU CANNOT PRAY 

AT HOME AS AT 

CHURCH, WHERE 

THERE IS  A GREAT 

MULTITUDE,  WHERE 

EXCLAMATIONS 

ARE CRIED OUT 

TO GOD AS FROM 

ONE GREAT HEART…”

—Catechism of the Catholic Church



2005 - present
Rev. Robert Hawkins, pastor.  Curates included Rev. Matt Glover, Rev. Luke Willenberg and Rev. 
Scott Carpentier.  The parish sponsors two annual mission trips: 1) Jamaica - Blessed Assurance 
Apostolate, Montego Bay;  and 2) Maine - H.O.M.E. Mission, Orland, Maine. Parish Records.

Spring 2011
Registered families = over 2,100; Baptisms = approximately 45 children; First Communion = over 
100 children; Marriages = about 10-15; Active Ministries = over 40.
REACH, Spring 2011, Issue No. 11.

2017
75th Diamond Anniversary of St. Luke’s Parish. Parish Records.

So, there you have it, as best as we can piece it together — the historical progression of our own 
St. Luke’s Parish.

REACH thanks Barbara Mosher, Lillian Affleck, Mary Nolan, and Joe Blount for agreeing to share 
with us their recollections and reflections on the history of our parish. Their participation in this 
project saved us both time and energy in discovering and documenting the historical events we 
present in this article. What we are not presenting from these interviews, however, are the many 
heartwarming and amusing anecdotes they shared about our parish community. Those stories are 
probably best left as folklore told in different settings among friends.

Finally, in our research, it seemed to us that one caption in particular most appropriately captured 
the general consensus of opinion from the parishioners of St. Luke’s Parish — past and present.  It 
appears on page 4 of the parish’s Silver Jubilee pamphlet beneath the photo of Bishop Keough, et. 
al., dedicating the new Mission chapel back in 1937.  It reads: 

 “How awesome is this place!  This is none other than the house of God; this is the gate of 
   heaven.”  Genesis 28-17

“HOW AWESOME 

IS THIS PLACE!  

THIS IS  NONE OTHER 

THAN THE HOUSE 

OF GOD; THIS IS  THE 

GATE OF HEAVEN.”

Genesis 28-17
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We know prayer is powerful.  For some it 
is very personal and private. As Chris-
tians, we know the power of prayer and 
the strength praying together as a faith 
community can have.

Earlier this year, the intercessory prayer 
group took on a new approach to the way 
they pray and welcomes others to join in 
the glad adoration to be sure the prayers 
of our community are offered up to the 
Lord.

You may have noticed a prayer intention 
binder in the vestibule at the entrance 
to the church. Parishioners are asked to 
write their prayer intentions during the 
week and over the weekend. On Monday 
mornings at the 7 am Mass, the prayers 
are offered and those in the prayer group 
pray throughout the week by reciting a 
daily prayer asking the Blessed Virgin 
May to present our petitions to the Lord. 

The group is known as “To Jesus through 
Mary.”  The group prayer partnership 
helps to target prayer in a more strategic 
way and takes us beyond praying for just 
our own needs.  We are able to ‘stand 
in the gap’ and pray for a wider range 
of prayer concerns as we partner with 
others.

Parishioner Joe Lofgren leads the prayer 
group by sending out emails derived from 
the prayer book to the group.

Bambi Simone, a faithful member of the 
intercessory prayer group said the new 
method is working out well.

“There are several people receiving the 
emails from Joe and he updates the prayer 
intentions weekly. It seems to be working 
very nicely and we always welcome new 
prayers and adorers,” Mrs. Simone said.

Some of the intentions that are prayed 
for include: Spiritual health and finding a 
job, protect the unborn, for the conver-
sion of the world, pray for a full recovery 
for someone in intensive care. All the 
intentions are anonymous.

The form of prayer can vary, including a 
rosary, a short intercessory prayer in your 
own words, or other forms of prayer.

Prayer is a universal call.  Prayer is a vital 
part of the Christian faith.  Our prayers 
are ways we advance the kingdom of 
God in the world because God moves 
in situations and circumstances because 
of our faithfulness to pray and intercede 
according to His will. 

The power of prayer—is something 
God invites us to use as we seek not 
only personal transformation, but the 
transformation of the world as well. An 
intercessor is one who takes up a “burden” 
that goes far beyond his or her own needs 
and intentions.

Those who take up the call to interces-
sion come to learn, in a deeper way, that 
the sufferings of the present time cannot 
compare to the joy that will come as 
God’s purposes unfold. They learn to 
trust in the Lord, because they have expe-
rienced in prayer how infinitely compas-
sionate God is. Intercessors participate in 
God’s magnificent plan to raise humanity 
to share in divine life. 

Prayer is a spiritual discipline and with 
the prayer group, it provides us also with 
accountability to be disciplined in the 
ways of God.  Praying continuously is 
hard work, so why not elicit
 some help!
To join the St. Luke’s Parish Interces-
sory Prayer Group, email Joe Lofgren at 
lofgren4@gmail.com
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Intercessory Prayer Group
Prayer group looks for new members, your prayers

BY J OA N  D. WAR R E N

“Have faith in God…Therefore I tell you, all that you ask for in prayer, 
believe that you will receive it and it shall be yours.” Mark 11:22,24



NEW  FRIENDS

Dan & Darci Acomb

Jason & Jennifer Andreozzi

David & Tina Borges

Anthony Catanzaro

Bruce & Kristen Ciummo

Jonathan & Justine Currie

Christopher Field

Paul & Margaret Gilbert

David & Nancy Iacono

Jason Kalin

Justin & Laurence Mann

Jarred & Vanessa Marszalek

Andrew & Maricris Mayes

George Murphy

Ivers & Patricia Norton

Fernando & Jennie Nunes

Michael & Kelly O’Connell

Maria Polverino

Michael & Kelley Richardson

Paul & Sara Secondi

Joseph & Rebecca Sousa

Melissa Sullivan

Trevor Swanson

Jamie Testa

Sean & Kathryn Wieland

Kenneth & Allison Williams

 
  

St. Luke’s School 
Comings and Goings Roundup
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October
All School Flu Clinic
Grades K and 1 Field Trip—
    Four Town Farm
All School Vision Screening
Boston Museum of Science (2 Day 
    On Campus Visit) K-8
Pastor Appreciation Day
Student Council Induction Mass
8 Week Karate Program Began
Pre-School Family Night
Preschool-Gr. 3 Harvest Festival
Rock-n-Bowl Gr. 4 & 5

November
Middle School Dance
St. Luke’s School Open House
Three Day Book Fair
Diocesan Youth Conference at Chancery 
    Gr. 6,7 & 8
Trot Off Your Turkey Pep Rally and 
    T-Shirt Unveiling
Thanksgiving Feast Gr. 2 & 3
Trot Off Your Turkey Race/Fundraiser
Weekly All School Advent Prayer 
    Gatherings Began

December
NYC Trip Gr. 8
Catholic High Schools Entrance Exam
Haffenraffer Museum On Campus Visit
Rite of Calling for First Communion Gr. 2
Middle School Christmas Dance
Trinity Rep Christmas Carol Gr. 6
‘Girls Night Out’ Fundraiser
Preschool Family Christmas Celebration
Christmas Pageant

January
All School Spelling Bee Competition
STAR Testing
Middle School Dance
First Reconciliation Gr. 2
NEED (National Energy Education Devel-
opment) begins 10-week program
Invention Convention Gr. 6
Science and History Fairs Gr. 7 & 8
Catholic Schools Week Kick-Off Mass
St. Luke’s School Open House
Catholic Schools and Spirit Week 
    Celebrations
6 Week Yoga Program Began

February
Drama Club Begins….Performance of 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory Friday, 
     May 5
NEED All School Carnival
Dental Screening Gr. K-6
Katie Brown Educational Program—5 
Days Gr. 5-8
Gr. 8 Pasta Supper Fundraiser for NH 
Graduation Retreat

March
Ash Wednesday Mass
Weekly All School Lenten Prayer 
   Gatherings Began
Movie Night Preschool-Gr. 3
Sew-a-Thon (2 Days) Make Receiving 
Blankets and Burping Cloths for 
    Gabriel Project
Student Led Portfolio Presentations to 
Parents Gr. 4-8

Ongoing
Homework Club
Popcorn Days
Gr. 7 Monthly Participation Young at 
    Heart Club
Dress Down Days…Charity Recipient 
    Chosen by Each Grade: Amos House, 
    RI Food Bank, Gabriel Project, East 
    Bay Food Pantry, Jeanne Jungan Home, 
    Make-a-Wish
CAMP (Before and After School Program)
Instrument Lessons; Strings, Horns, 
    Percussion and Piano
Band
Math Club

by Neil Kiely



New Friends
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