
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readings for Funerals 
 
 

Old 
Testament 
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A reading from the Book of the prophet Isaiah (35:3, 6-10) 
 

Strengthen the hands that are feeble, make firm the knees that 
are weak. 
The lame leap and dance and those who cannot speak will 
shout for joy. 
 
The burning sands will become pools, and the thirsty ground, 
springs of water. 
 
No lions will be there, no fierce animals will pass that way. 
Those whom the Lord has rescued will travel home by that road. 
They will reach Jerusalem with gladness, singing and shouting 
for joy. They will be happy forever, forever free from sorrow and 
grief.  
 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
 

 
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah (49:8, 13-15) 

 
The Lord says: When the time comes to save you, I will show 
you favor and answer your cries for help. 
Sing out, O heavens and rejoice O earth, break forth into song, 
you mountains, for the Lord comforts His people and shows 
mercy to His afflicted. 
 
But Zion said, “The Lord has forsaken me; my Lord has 
forgotten me.” 
Can a mother forget her infant, be without tenderness for the 
child of her womb? 
 
Even should she forget I will never forget you.     
See, upon the palms of my hands I have written your name. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
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A reading from the Book of the prophet Ezekiel (34: 11-12, 15-16) 
 

Thus says the Lord God:   I myself will look after and tend my 
sheep.   As a shepherd tends his flock when he finds himself 
among his scattered sheep, so will I tend my sheep.   I will 
rescue them from every place where they were scattered when 
it was cloudy and dark. 
 
I myself will pasture my sheep, I myself will give them rest, says 
the Lord God.   The lost I will seek out, the strayed I will bring 
back, the injured I will bind up, the sick I will heal, shepherding 
them rightly. 
 
The Word of the Lord 

 
 

 

A reading from the Book of Proverbs (31:10-18) 
 

The woman of character, where is she to be found? 
She is more precious than a jewel. 
She brings only good, not evil, all the days of her life. 
She gets up while it is still dark and feeds her household. 
She is full of energy and her arms show her strength. 
She knows her work is successful, and at night her lamp is 
undimmed. 
She puts her hand to the distaff, and her fingers ply the spindle. 
She reaches out her hand to the poor, and extends her arms to 
the needy. 
She is strong and dignified and looks with confidence to the 
future. 
She keeps an eye on her household and is never idle. 
May she enjoy the fruits of her labor, and may all praise her for 
her works. 
 
The  Word of the Lord. 
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A reading from the Book of the prophet Isaiah (58:6-9, 11) 
 

This is the fasting that I wish:  
 
Releasing those bound unjustly, untying the thongs of the yoke; 
Setting free the oppressed, breaking every yoke. 
Sharing your bread with the hungry, sheltering the oppressed 
and the homeless; 
Clothing the naked when you see them, and not turning your 
back on your own. 
 
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your wound 
shall quickly be healed. 
Your vindication shall go before you, and the glory of the Lord 
shall be your rear guard. 
 
Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer.   You shall call for 
help and he will say; Here I am! 
 
If you remove from your midst, oppression, false accusation and 
malicious speech, the Lord will guide you always and give you 
plenty, even on the parched land. 
 
He will renew your strength, and you shall be like a watered 
garden, like a spring whose water never fails. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
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A reading from the Book of the prophet Isaiah (61:1-3) 
 
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has 
anointed me. 
He has sent me to bring glad tidings to the lowly, to heal the 
brokenhearted, 
To proclaim liberty to the captives and release to the prisoners,  
To announce a year of favor from the Lord and a day of 
vindication by our God, to comfort all who mourn. 
To place on those who mourn in Zion a diadem instead of 
ashes, 
To give them oil of gladness in place of mourning, a glorious 
mantle instead of a listless spirit. 
 
They will be called oaks of justice, planted by the Lord to show 
his Glory. 
 
The Word of the Lord 

 
 

 
A reading from the Book of the prophet Isaiah  (52:7-10) 

 
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who 
brings glad tidings, announcing peace, bearing good news, 
announcing salvation, and saying to Zion, “Your God is King!” 
 
Hark!  Your watchmen raise a cry, together they shout for joy,  
For they see directly, before their eyes, the Lord restoring Zion.  
Break out together in song, O ruins of Jerusalem!  For the Lord 
comforts his people, he redeems Jerusalem.  The Lord has 
bared his holy arm in the sight of all the nations.  All the ends of 
the earth will behold the salvation of our God. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
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A reading from the Book of the prophet Isaiah (25: 6a, 7-9) 
 

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will provide for all peoples. 
 
On this mountain he will destroy the veil that veils all peoples, 
the web that is woven over all nations; he will 
destroy death forever. 
 
The Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces; the 
reproach of his people he will remove from the whole earth; for 
the Lord has spoken. 
 
On that day it will be said: 
“Behold our God, to whom we looked to save us! 
This is the Lord for whom we looked; 
Let us rejoice and be glad that he has saved us. 
 
The Word of the Lord 

 
 

 
A reading from the Book of Zephaniah (3:14-18) 

 
Shout for joy, O daughter Zion!   Sing joyfully, O Israel! 
Be glad and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! 
 
The Lord has removed the judgment against you; he has turned 
away your enemies. 
The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst, you have no 
further misfortune to fear. 
He will rejoice over you with gladness and renew you in his 
love.   
He will sing joyfully because of you, as one sings at festivals. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
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A reading from the Book of Ecclesiastes (3:1-11) 

 
There is an appointed time for everything, and a time for every 
affair under the heavens. 
 
A time to be born and a time to die; 
a time to plant and a time to uproot the plant. 
 
A time to weep and a time to laugh;   
a time to mourn and a time to dance. 
 
A time to scatter stones and a time to gather them. 
 
A time to embrace and a time to be far from embraces. 
 
A time to seek and a time to lose; 
a time to keep and a time to cast away. 
 
The Word of the Lord 

 
 

 
A reading from the book of Sirach (2:1-9) 

 

When you come to serve the Lord, prepare yourself for trials. 
 
Be sincere of heart and steadfast, undisturbed in time of 
adversity. 
Cling to him, forsake him not, thus will your future be great. 
 
Accept whatever befalls you, in crushing misfortune be patient.   
In fire, gold is tested, and those worthy in the crucible of 
humiliation. 
Trust in God and he will help you, make straight your ways and 
hope in him. 
  
The Word of the Lord 
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A reading from the Book of Wisdom (3: 1-6,9) 

 
The souls of the just are in the hand of God and no torment 
shall touch them. 
 
They seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead;  
and their passing away was thought an affliction and  
their going forth from us, utter destruction. 
 
But they are in peace. 
 
For if, before us indeed, they be punished, yet is their hope full 
of immortality. 
 
Chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed, because 
God tried them and found them worthy of himself. 
 
As gold in the furnace, he proved them, and as sacrificial 
offerings he took them to himself. 
Those who trust in him shall understand truth, and the faithful 
shall abide with him in love; 
 
Because grace and mercy are with his holy ones, and his care 
is with his elect. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
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A reading from the Book of Wisdom (4:7-15) 

 
The just man, though he dies early, shall be at rest. 
For the age that is honorable comes not with the passing of 
time, nor can it be measured in terms of years. 

 
He who pleased God was loved; 
he who lived among sinners was transported – 
Snatched away, lest wickedness pervert his mind or 
deceit beguile his soul. 
 
Having become perfect in a short while, he reached the fullness 
of a long career; for his soul was pleasing to the Lord, therefore 
he sped him out of the midst of wickedness. 
 
But the people saw and did not understand, nor did they take 
this into account. 
 
Because grace and mercy are with his holy ones, and his care 
is with his elect. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
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Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 23 
 

Response:        The Lord is my shepherd; there is  
       nothing I shall want. 
 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want, 
    In verdant pastures he gives me repose; 
Beside restful waters he leads me; 
    he refreshes my soul. 
 
Response: … 
 
He guides me in right paths 
    for his name’s sake. 
Even though I walk in the dark valley 
    I fear no evil; for you are at my side 
With your rod and your staff 
    that give me courage. 
 
Response: … 
 
You spread the table before me 
    in the sight of my foes; 
You anoint my head with oil: 
    my cup overflows. 
 
Response: … 
 
Only goodness and kindness  
    follow me all the days of my life; 
And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 
    for years to come. 
 
Response: … 
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Prayer of the Faithful 

Presider:  
  
God, the almighty Father, raised Christ his son from the dead; 
with confidence we ask him to save all his people, living and 
dead. 
 
Reader: 
For N…, who in Baptism was given the pledge of eternal life, 
may (he/she) now be admitted to the company of the saints.    
We pray. 
 
Response:  Lord hear our prayer. 
 
Reader: 
For N … who ate the body of Christ, the bread of life, may 
he/she be raised up on the last day. We pray. 
 
Response:   Lord hear our prayer. 
 
Reader: 
For the family and friends of N … may they be consoled in their 
grief by the Lord who wept at the death of his friend Lazarus.   
We pray. 
 
Response:   Lord hear our prayer. 
 
Reader: 
For all of us assembled here to worship in faith, may we be 
gathered again together in God’s kingdom.  We pray. 
 
Response:   Lord hear our prayer. 
 
Presider:     (He will use one from his book.) 
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Readings for Funerals 
 

New 
Testament 
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A reading from the first letter of John (3:1-2) 

 
See what love the Father has bestowed on us that we may be 
called the children of God.   Yet so we are.   The reason the 
world does not know us is that it did not know him.   Beloved, 
we are God’s children now; what we shall be has not yet been 
revealed.   We do know that when it is revealed we shall be like 
him for we shall see him as he is. 
 
The Word of the Lord 

 

 
 

A reading from the second letter of Paul to Timothy (4:6-8) 

 
I am already being poured out like a libation, and the time of my 
departure is at hand.  I have competed well; I have finished the 
race; I have kept the faith.    From now on the crown of 
righteousness awaits me, which the Lord, the just judge, will 
award to me on that day, and not only to me, but to all who have 
longed for his appearance. 
 
The Word of the Lord 

 

 
 

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans (8:14-17) 

 
Everyone led by the Spirit of God is a child of God. 
The spirit you received is not the spirit of slaves bringing fear 
into your lives again; it is the spirit of adoption, and it makes us 
cry out, “Abba Father!” 
 
The spirit itself bears witness with our spirit that we are children 
of God.    And if we are children, we are heirs as well; heirs of 
God and joint heirs with Christ, sharing his sufferings so as to 
share his glory. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
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A reading from the letter of Paul to the Galatians (6:7-10) 

 
Make no mistake – God is not mocked.   A person will reap only 
what he sows, because the one who sows for his flesh will reap 
corruption from the flesh, but the one who sows for the spirit will 
reap eternal life from the spirit.    Let us not grow tired of doing 
good, for in due time we shall reap our harvest, if we do not give 
up. 
So then, while we have the opportunity let us do good to all, but 
especially to those who belong to the family of faith. 
 
The Word of the Lord 

 

 
 

A reading from the 2nd letter of Paul to the Corinthians 
(5:1-9) 

 
We know that if our earthly dwelling, a tent, should be 
destroyed, we have a building from God, a dwelling, not made 
with hands, eternal in heaven.  For while we are in the tent we 
groan, longing to be further clothed with our heavenly 
habitation. Now, the one who has prepared us for this very thing 
is God, who has given us the Spirit as a first installment. 
 
So we are always courageous, although we know that while we 
are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, for we walk 
by faith, not by sight.   Therefore, we aspire to please him, 
whether we are at home or away. 
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
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A reading from the first letter of Peter (1:3-4, 6-9) 

 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, 
in his great mercy gave us a new birth to a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance 
that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for 
you. 
In this you rejoice, although now for a little while you may have 
to suffer through various trials, so that the genuineness of your 
faith, more precious than gold that is perishable even though 
tested by fire, may prove to be for praise, glory, and honor at 
the revelation of Jesus Christ.   Although you have not seen him 
you love him; even though you do not see him now yet believe 
in him, you rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, as 
you attain the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
 
The Word of the Lord 

 

 
 

A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Corinthians 
(4:14; 5:1) 

 
So death is at work in us, but life in you.   Since, then, we have 
the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, “I believed, 
therefore I spoke,” we too believe and therefore speak, knowing 
that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with 
Jesus and place us with you in his presence. 
 
For we know that if our earthly dwelling, a tent, should be 
destroyed, we have a building from God, a dwelling not made  
with hands, eternal in heaven. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
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A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans (6:5-9) 

 
If we have grown into union with him through a death like his, 
we shall also be unified with him in the resurrection. 
 
We know that our old self was crucified with him, so that our 
sinful body might be done away with, that we might no longer be 
in slavery to sin. 
 
If then, we have died with Christ; we believe that we shall also 
live with him.   We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies 
no more; death no longer has power over him. 
 
As to his death, he died to sin once and for all; as to his life, he 
lives for God. 
 
The Word of the Lord 

 

 
 

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians 
(13:1-8) 

 
If I speak in human and angelic tongues but do not have love, I 
am a resounding gong or a clashing cymbal.   If I have the gift of 
prophesy and comprehend all mysteries and all knowledge and 
if I have all faith so as to move mountains but do not have love, 
I am nothing.    
If I give away everything that I own, and if I hand my body over 
so that I may boast but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
 
Love is patient; love is kind.   It is not jealous or pompous.   It is 
not inflated, it is not rude, and it does not seek its own interests.   
It does not rejoice over wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth.    
Love bears all things, believes all things, and endures all things. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
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A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians 
(15:20-23) 

 
Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those 
who have fallen asleep.         
 
For since death came through a human being, the resurrection 
of the dead came also through a human being.   For just as in 
Adam all die, so too in Christ shall all be brought to life, but 
each one in proper order;  Christ the first fruits; then, at his 
coming, those who belong to Christ. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
 

 
 
 

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Thessalonians 
(4:13-18) 

 
We do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, about 
those who have fallen asleep, so that you may not grieve like 
the rest, who have no hope.   For if we believe that Jesus died 
and rose, so too will God, through Jesus, bring with him those 
who have fallen asleep.   Indeed, we tell you this, on the word of 
the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of 
the Lord, will surely not precede those who have fallen asleep.   
For the Lord himself, with a word of command, with the voice of 
an archangel and with the trumpet of God, will come down from 
heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first.   Then we who are 
alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air.   Thus we shall always be 
with the Lord.   Therefore, console one another with these 
words. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
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A reading from the second letter of Paul to Timothy (2:8-13) 
 

Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of 
David; such is my gospel, for which I am suffering, even to the 
point of chains, like a criminal.   But the word of God is not 
chained.   Therefore, I bear with everything for the sake of those 
who are chosen, so that they too may obtain the salvation that 
is in Christ Jesus, together with eternal glory.   This saying is 
trustworthy: 
 
 If we have died with him we shall also live with him; 

if we persevere we shall also reign with him. 
But if we deny him he will deny us 
If we are unfaithful he remains faithful,  
for he cannot deny himself. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 

 
 

A reading from the Book of Revelation (14:13) 
 

I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write this: Blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord from now on.”   “Yes,” said the Spirit, 
“let them find rest from their labors, for their works accompany 
them.” 
 
The Word of the Lord 

 

 
 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians (3:20-21) 

 
Our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we also await a savior, 
the Lord Jesus Christ.   He will change our lowly body to 
conform with his glorified body by the power that enables him 
also to bring all things into subjection to himself. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
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A reading from the book of Revelation (21:1:5a, 6b-7) 

 
I saw a new heaven and a new earth.   The former heaven and 
the former earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.   I 
also saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband.  I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, 
God’s dwelling is with the human race.   He will dwell with them 
and they will be his people and God himself will always be with 
them as their God.   He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and 
there shall be no more death or mourning, wailing or pain, for 
the old order has passed away. 

 

The Word of the Lord 
 

 
 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans (6:3-4, 8-9) 

 
Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death?     We were indeed buried with 
him through baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might 
live in newness of life.   If, then, we have died with Christ, we 
believe that we shall also live with him.    We know that Christ, 
raised from the dead, dies no more; death no more has power 
over him. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
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A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Romans 
(14: 7-9, 10b-12) 

 
None of us lives for oneself, and no one dies for oneself.   For if 
we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord.   
So then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.   For this is 
why Christ died and came to life, that he might be Lord of both 
the dead and the living.   For we shall all stand before the 
judgment seat of God, for it is written: 
  
 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bend  
 before me, 
 and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
 
So then each of us shall give an account of himself to God. 
 
The Word of the Lord 

 

 
 


