
Dear St. Joseph Parishioners and Visitors,,

This weekend we celebrate 2021 Divine Mercy Sunday. For many this 
is the conclusion of a nine day novena of prayer that began on Good Friday. At 
3:00pm this Sunday (April 11) we have a beautiful sung version of the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet. It is a short but powerful prayer. One part says: "Eternal Father, I offer you 
the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Your Dearly Beloved Son, Our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of the whole world."

We know that each of us and our entire world needs mercy. We feel a law writ-
ten on our hearts, and we have fallen short. Sometimes people think that Catholics 
made up the idea of sin and have imposed guilt. Non-believers as well as believers 
know that we should treat each other not as means to gratification but that each has 
inner dignity. You've probably heard the saying: we should use things and love peo-
ple. Too often we love things and use people. That's wrong. We know it.

The philosopher Emmanuel Kant called this the categorical imperative. Treat 
people as subjects not objects - as ends in themselves, not means to our own ends. 
Do unto others as you would have them do unto you. We know this principle in our 
hearts, yet we violate it.

If we're going to recover sanity we need to recognize sin, especially our own. 
Only then can we know the joy of the Gospel. For sure, I've been wronged as no 
doubt have you. But more to the point, I have done wrong - and so have you. We all 
have sinned. If you are ready to acknowledge your sins, I have some good news for 
you. Jesus says, "Peace be with you. Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive 
are forgiven them." This applies to the Sacrament of Reconciliation. It also applies 
directly to our lives.

Forgiveness is not cheap grace. It requires accepting responsibility, openness to 
change and the willingness to forgive others. If we forgive one another, God will 
forgive us. As Jesus taught us: Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. We offer mercy because we long for mercy. We thirst for mercy 
because we have become like a dry weary land without water.

Finally, my Brothers and Sisters in Christ, we need mercy, as we learn today, 
because we have strayed from what's deepest in our hearts. In doing so we have hurt 
others, and we have hurt God. To violate the moral law written on the human heart 
is to sin. That's the diagnosis. We want more than a diagnosis; we want the cure. We 
see it on Divine Mercy Sunday. Peace be with you. Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose 
sins you forgive are forgiven them.

Have a Blessed Week!

Fr. Rafal Ligenza 
St. Joseph Parish Administrator
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