
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Happy Easter 2021! As your Spiritual Father since January 2019 many blessings 
to all of you and your loved ones on this very special Day of the Resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ! Special welcome to my St. Joseph Parishioners, Visitors and Stu-
dents home with your families.

In today's Gospel we see the empty tomb: at first a shock for the disciples, espe-
cially those closest to Jesus: Peter, John and the holy women Jesus had healed. They 
thought the worst - not only had their Savior died, but now someone had taken his 
body. It seems to rub salt in a wound, but it turns out to be the first clue in the great-
est detective story ever.

The tomb is empty. To unravel this mystery I invite you to read chapter 12 of The 
Case for Jesus (the book I have mentioned a few times in my previous Sunday reflec-
tions). Dr. Brant Pitre starts by asking: What is the resurrection? Does it just mean 
that Jesus' soul went to heaven or did his body actually arise? After answering that 
question he considers the evidence beginning with the empty tomb.

Now, I'm not here to argue anyone into the faith. What I ask you do is join me 
in exploring this mystery: that Jesus who died and was buried rose on the third day, 
according to the Scriptures. We have 50 days between today and May 23 - Pentecost 
Sunday. We can't take it all in at once. Keep coming back. Keep coming to Mass.

For today it's enough to simply contemplate the empty tomb. Empty yourself of 
what is harmful and negative. St. Paul tells us to get rid of the old leaven - the yeast 
of malice. At Passover time Jewish people would scour their homes to remove every 
particle of yeast and leavened bread. Like them we want to make a new beginning. 
Get rid of those stockpiles of anger, guilt and resentment.

Easter is victory for every person with an open, believing heart. On the other 
hand, for one person Easter was a total defeat – satan. He thought his lies and rage 
had won out. When they closed Jesus' grave with a huge stone, his triumph seemed 
complete. He could now forget Jesus forever. But then Jesus has risen after 3 days. 
The empty tomb indicates the turning point of human history.

As our Psalm says, "This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad 
in it."

Have a Blessed Easter Sunday 2021!

Fr. Rafal Ligenza 
St. Joseph Parish Administrator
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