
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Today, August 15, we celebrate a beautiful day, the Solemnity of 
the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Today's Solemnity celebrates Mary's Assump-
tion into heaven. It is one of three feasts of Mary that are Holy Days of Obligation for 
Catholics in the United States. January 1 is the feast of Mary, the Mother of God, and 
December 8 is the feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary. The Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary into heaven has long been held as an important Catholic 
belief. The belief was not defined as dogma, however, until 1950 by Pope Pius XII. 
The dogma teaches that Mary, who was without sin, was taken, body and soul, into 
the glory of heaven.

The Gospel for this holy day recalls Mary's actions after the announcement of 
Jesus' birth by the Angel Gabriel. Mary goes to visit her cousin Elizabeth who is also 
with child. Elizabeth greets Mary with full recognition of the roles they and their 
unborn children will play in God's plan for salvation. Mary responds to Elizabeth's 
greeting with her song of praise, the Magnificat. Both women recall and echo God's 
history of showing favor upon the people of Israel. Mary's Magnificat, in particular, 
echoes the song of praise offered by Hannah, the mother of Samuel.

The Gospel for this day reminds us that Mary's Assumption into heaven is best 
understood with regard for the full spectrum of Catholic beliefs about the person of 
Christ and the person of Mary. Only Mary, who was born without stain of original 
sin—the Immaculate Conception—could give birth to Christ, who is fully God and 
fully human. This is called the Immaculate Conception. Because of Mary's role in 
God's plan of salvation, she does not suffer from the effects of sin, which are death 
and decay. Mary is the first to receive the fullness of the redemption that her son has 
won for all of humanity. The Church, therefore, recognizes Mary as the sign of the 
salvation promised to all.

Today, with the universal Church, we affirm our belief that Mary, the Mother of 
God is the perfect model of Christian life; who was preserved from the corruption of 
the grave and who is the Queen of Heaven and Earth.

On this Solemnity, we are also reminded that our destiny lies beyond the grave 
and each day we are being called to eternity. For that reason we said these words in 
our Opening Prayer: “Always attentive to the things that are above, may we merit to 
be sharers of Mary’s glory.”

My Dear Sisters and Brothers, how blessed are we that from the Cross he gave 
Mary to us as our Mother to guide us on our earthly journey and to the ultimate goal 
for which we long.  Just yesterday we celebrated the Feast of St. Maximilian Kolbe 
who offered us this sound advice: “We should let ourselves be guided by Mary and rest 
quiet and secure in her hands. She will watch out for us; provide for us; answer our 
needs of body and spirit and dissolve all our difficulties and worries.” Mary, Queen of 
Heaven and Earth, pray for us today and always.

Have a Blessed Week!

Rev. Rafal Ligenza 
Pastor — St. Joseph Parish
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