
Dear St. Joseph Parishioners and Visitors,

As we gather on this 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time, the First 
Reading is showing us the person of Joshua asking his fellow Israelites to make the 
final decision when he gathered the tribes at Shechem. "You can turn back." Joshua 
told them. "Return to the gods of the culture if you want. But as for me and my house-
hold, we will serve the Lord."

In today's Gospel Jesus also does something similar; he asks us to make a deci-
sion. When he said those astonishing words, "You must feed on my flesh and drink 
my blood..." many turned away. His words were too hard for them. Jesus did not run 
after them. Jesus turned to the twelve and asked, "Will you too leave me?"

The answer of Peter is very clear, "Lord, where can we go? You have the words 
of everlasting life." To follow Jesus means to recognize nothing else in this life will 
really satisfy us.

There is a story told about St. Thomas Aquinas. He was praying one day in the 
chapel in front of the Blessed Sacrament. He was alone and Jesus spoke to him from 
the crucifix. "My son, you have been faithful. Ask me anything you want." Now, St. 
Thomas had chosen poverty so money had no attraction for him. Nor did he look for 
recognition or fame. But he did not say to Jesus, "I am fine, thank you. I don't need 
anything." What he replied was, "It is thee I desire, O Lord, give me Thyself."

In a real sense St. Thomas was making the boldest request. He was asking for 
everything. So was Peter. "Where shall me go, Lord? You have the words of eternal 
life." That's not resignation. What Peter was saying was, "If you command it, Lord, I 
will even eat your flesh and drink your blood."

To accept Jesus, to bet our whole life on Him, has a lot of implications. Some peo-
ple blithely say, "I am a Christian. What more do you want?" We learn from today's 
second reading that Jesus does not come to us alone. He is, so to speak, a married 
man, married to his Holy Church. Of course, during his earthly life he did not mar-
ry, he was a celibate, but not because he despised sexuality. He knew that his destiny 
was to betroth himself to a beautiful bride, the one described in the reading from 
Ephesians. And Jesus himself would form that bride by his death on the cross.

Moreover, Saint Paul speaks about a beautiful relationship between husband and 
wife, "Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the Church. He gave himself up for 
her." Paul is very clear that a husband has to treat his wife with respect because she 
is part of his body.

This Sunday Jesus asks us a very important question, "Will you too leave me?". 
How will I answer today? As the People of God and People of Faith we need to pray 
for the grace to say with Peter, "Where shall we go? You have the words of eternal life."

Have a Blessed Week!

Rev. Rafal Ligenza 
Pastor — St. Joseph Parish
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Lord,Lord,
TO WHOM

SHALL WE GO?
You have the words of

eternal life.eternal life.
      John 6:68


