
Dear St. Joseph Parishioners and Visitors,

On this Fourth Sunday of Advent 2020 (and the last one before Christmas!) you prob-
ably noticed that, here at St. Joseph Catholic Church, we have lit all four candles of 
our Advent. Today our three readings are calling us to prepare our hearts for Jesus.

 God made us male and female. There's a great mystery in all this. But also mar-
velous gifts in both masculinity and femininity. It should not surprise us, then, that 
parallel to John the Baptist (about whom the Gospel spoke last weekend) we have 
a woman who is the supreme Catholic and Christian disciple, the most beautiful 
example of self-giving and humility. You know who I mean: Mary!

 Apart from Jesus, Mary has the greatest role in our salvation. She held God-
made-man in her womb. Just as we genuflect before the tabernacle because it con-
tains Jesus' body, so we would genuflect before Mary - not because she is God or a 
goddess, but because she carries God Incarnate within her.

 But does Mary say, "Look at me"? Not at all. She says, "I am the handmaid of the 
Lord." Then she rushes to Elizabeth, six-months pregnant with John. Elizabeth is 
beyond child-bearing age. What joy to see her young cousin come to her! Mary is a 
humble servant. She focuses not on herself, but on others.

 Early Christian writers call Mary the New Eve. Just as Christ is the New Adam 
so Mary is the New Eve. Eve is our common mother; we all descended from her. 
Mary is the mother of all the baptized. What is the difference between Mary and 
Eve? Well, Eve tried to find happiness apart from God, and she brought misery into 
the world. Mary on the other hand sought happiness only in doing God's will. Her 
"yes" as we hear in today's Gospel begins a process of restoration and redemption. 
Redemption means somehow buying back human misery and converting it into 
something better than what we could have hoped for. Redemption changes misery 
into mercy.

 Finally, Mary gives the supreme example of a disciple of Jesus. Of all humanity, 
she alone sought happiness only in God's will. We tend to look at God as a compet-
itor. As human beings, we fear that if we give ourselves to Him, we will lose some-
thing. But Mary saw the truth - and lived it: whatever we give to God we will receive 
back in a way that will surprise and delight. We ask her motherly intercession so that 
in some measure we can say, "May it be done to me according to your word."

Have a Blessed 4th Week of Advent!

Fr. Rafal Ligenza 
St. Joseph Parish Administrator
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To All from St. Joseph Parish Staff!


