
Dear St. Joseph Parishioners and Visitors,

Today's Feast of the Holy Family focuses our attention on the fundamental unit 
of our civil society and our Church. Throughout the centuries people have taken for 
granted that the union of husband and wife (together with their children) consti-
tutes a family. For that reason, we refer to Joseph, Mary and Jesus as the Holy Family.

In the first book of the Bible, we read how God creates the universe, then the 
plants and animals. Finally, he creates man in his own image and likeness. He gives 
our first parents the command to "be fruitful and multiply." When God creates the 
woman from man's side, the man exclaims, "This one at last is bone of my bone and 
flesh of my flesh." Then the Bible says, "For this reason a man leaves his father and 
mother and clings to his wife and the two become one flesh."

When they asked Jesus if a man can divorce his wife, he says, "Moses allowed 
divorce because of your hardness of heart, but in the beginning God made them 
male and female - and for that reason a man leaves his father and mother and joins 
himself to his wife and the two become one flesh." Then Jesus adds, "Let no man 
separate what God has joined."

In many other ways Jesus showed the sanctity of marriage. For example, he cared 
so much for young married couples that he did his first miracle to rescue a wedding 
reception. And when he met a woman who had been involved in a series of marriag-
es, he told her that the one she has now is not her own. (The woman, God love her, 
did not take offense; she said, "This man must be a prophet.") Jesus used nuptial im-
agery to explain his mission. He prohibited his disciples from fasting because, "the 
wedding guests do not fast when the bridegroom is with them."

The Church has consistently taught the beauty and sanctity of marriage. For ex-
ample, St. John Chrysostom suggested that young husbands should say this to their 
wives: "I have taken you in my arms, and I love you, and I prefer you to my life itself. 
For the present life is nothing, and my most ardent dream is to spend it with you in 
such a way that we may be assured of not being separated in the life reserved for us...I 
place your love above all things, and nothing would be more bitter or painful to me 
than to be of a different mind than you." (Quoted in the Catechism 2365)

Brothers and Sisters, Holy Family Sunday is a good opportunity to reflect on the 
dignity of marriage and family - as foundational both to human society and to the 
Church – and to pray for all our married couples.

Have a Blessed New Year 2021!

Fr. Rafal Ligenza 
St. Joseph Parish Administrator
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