
Dear St. Joseph Parishioners and Visitors,
On this 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time the Gospel tells us that Jesus 

sent out his Apostles, in pairs, to preach repentance. Repentance 
is sorrow for sins - a recognition that my sins have hurt me, other 

people and God. Repentance opens up the floodgates of God's grace. When people 
listened and repented, the Apostles then could drive out demons and cure illnesses 
by anointing with oil. (In our glass ambry you see the three oils - one of them is for 
the anointing of the sick.) When we repent and pray, wonderful things can happen 
in our families, our parish and our world.

This is urgent. To underscore the urgency, Jesus sent the Twelve with no food, no 
money, no backpack. The time is short. Make a decision now. Tomorrow is too late. 
Now is the time to repent and pray. We do not know what kind of trials will come, 
but they may come.

Sometimes people ask why we have so many trials and difficulties. Why doesn't 
God just make things smooth for us? If you think about it, the answer is evident. 
God allows trials and difficulties for our greater good - to bring us back to Himself. 
We have to make a choice in this life - either for God or to separate from Him. This 
is fundamental - the basic reason for our existence.

When we get the basics right, other things fall into their place. This applies in our 
lives, our families and our world. If we put God first, if we treat others with dignity, 
then things start to go well. If we don't, things start to turn sour. Pope Benedict 
makes that point in his encyclical - "Caritas in Veritate," (Love in Truth). The reason 
our world economy has gone bad is because we have forgotten the basics. The same 
is true in our individual lives. We may not be able to do much about the global econ-
omy, but each one of us has control of our lives: Do I want to put God first or turn 
away from him? Do I want to treat others with dignity or brush them aside?

Finally, God allows trials and difficulties to come so that we will turn back to him 
and treat others properly. That was the message the Virgin Mary gave to the children 
at Fatima (and other visionaries): Repent and pray. We hear that same message in 
today's Gospel.

 Have a Blessed Week!

Rev. Rafal Ligenza 
Pastor — St. Joseph Parish
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