
Dear St. Joseph Parishioners and 
Visitors,

On this 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
we celebrate World Day for Grand-
parents and Elderly. Pope Francis 
has decided to institute a Church-
wide celebration, starting this year. 
It will be held on the fourth Sunday 
of July, close to the liturgical memo-

rial of Saints Joachim and Anne, the grandparents of Jesus. Recalling the upcoming 
feast of the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple – when the elderly Simeon and Anna 
encountered the child Jesus and recognized Him as the Messiah – Pope Francis said, 
“the Holy Spirit even today stirs up thoughts and words of wisdom in the elderly.” 
The voice of the elderly “is precious,” he said, “because it sings the praises of God and 
preserves the roots of the peoples.” The elderly, he continued, “remind us that old age 
is a gift and that grandparents are the link between the different generations, to pass 
on to the young the experience of life.”

The Holy Father said he instituted the World Day for Grandparents and the 
Elderly because “grandparents are often forgotten, and we forget this wealth of pre-
serving roots and passing on” what the elderly have received.

He emphasized the importance of grandparents and grandchildren getting to 
know one another, because “as the prophet Joel says, grandparents see their grand-
children dream,” while “young people, drawing strength from their grandparents, 
will go forward and prophesy.”

The theme chosen by Pope Francis for this inaugural commemoration is “I am 
with you always” (Mt 28:20). It expresses the closeness of the Lord and the Church to 
every older person, especially in these challenging times of the Covid-19 pandemic.

The theme, “I am with you always” is also “a promise of closeness and hope that 
young and old can mutually share.” Not only are grandchildren and youth invited to 
be present in the lives of older people, but older people and grandparents also have 
a mission of evangelization, proclamation and prayer, and of encouraging young 
people in their faith.

To further encourage the celebration of the World Day in local churches and 
associations, the Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life offers pastoral tools, which are 
available on the website www.amorislaetitia.va

Let me conclude with these beautiful words of our Pope Francis to our Grand-
parents and Elderly: “Dear grandmother, dear grandfather, dear elderly friends, in 
concluding this Message to you, I would also like to mention the example of Blessed 
(and soon Saint) Charles de Foucauld. He lived as a hermit in Algeria and there 
testified to ‘his desire to feel himself a brother to all’ (Fratelli Tutti, 287). The story 
of his life shows how it is possible, even in the solitude of one’s own desert, to inter-
cede for the poor of the whole world and to become, in truth, a universal brother or 
sister. I ask the Lord that, also through his example, all of us may open our hearts in 
sensitivity to the sufferings of the poor and intercede for their needs. May each of us 
learn to repeat to all, and especially to the young, the words of consolation we have 
heard spoken to us today: “I am with you always! Keep moving forward! May the 
Lord grant you his blessing.”

Many blessings to our Grandparents and the Elderly at St. Joseph Parish in 
Bradenton, Florida!!

Rev. Rafal Ligenza 
Pastor — St. Joseph Parish
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