
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

On this 11th Sunday in Ordinary Time I would like to focus on the 
second reading from St. Paul, his 2nd letter to the Corinthians. Today Paul says that 
in spite of these afflictions, "we are always courageous." What does he mean? That we 
are some kind of macho guys? Probably not. You have to read the whole verse. "We 
are always courageous," says Paul " for (because) we walk by faith not by sight."

If we relied solely on sight we would despair. After all, what do we see? Families 
breaking apart, young people drawn into a culture of empty show and pornography, 
homelessness in the midst of abundance, increase in suicides, devastating diseases. 
While our culture glitters, we know all that glitters is not gold. If we relied solely on 
sight we would despair.

We, however, do not walk simply by sight. We walk by faith and that makes us 
hopeful, even courageous. We can see this in a pastoral letter written by Bishop 
Thomas Olmstead. Bishop Olmsted (Diocese of Phoenix) challenges us men (a good 
reflection for this month when we celebrate Father’s Day on June 20th!) to take up 
our task. His letter has three parts: 1) what it means to be a Christian man; 2) how 
a Catholic man loves and 3) why fatherhood, fully understood, is crucial for every 
man. In his final section he quotes St. John Paul, "Becoming dad and mom makes us 
more like God...all the baptized, even though in different ways, are called to be a father 
or mother." Saint Pope John Paul considers that Satan's primary strategy is to dam-
age and abolish fatherhood. Why? Because that's the relationship where each of us 
glimpses what God's fatherhood might be like. A mother almost automatically loves 
her child. Not so automatic with a father. He has to make a choice: Will he love and 
care for this child? With the father we see love as a choice, a decision.

After speaking about the importance of fathers - both physical and spiritual - 
Bishop Olmsted has a beautiful section on the importance of grandfathers. Finally 
he offers a special word to "those men who have failed in their fatherhood." He writes, 
"This is true to a greater or lesser degree in each and every one of us." St. Paul writes 
today about how one day we must "appear before the judgment seat of Christ."

 As Bishop Olmstead observes: the enemy wants to drag us into a despair. He 
wants us to abandon our fatherhood: to feel unneeded - like a fifth wheel. But there 
is hope. We walk by faith not by sight. By faith, by making a good confession, by 
receiving the Eucharist we can rebuild lost fatherhood. A father can start by praying 
for his children - perhaps even at Eucharistic Adoration.

Here's the truth, brothers and sisters: No matter how far a person has sunk, no 
matter how miserable he feels, there's hope: we walk by faith not by sight.

 Finally, what counts are not our past failures, but whether we make a new be-
ginning. This good news encourages us to start fresh. Here's what God wants us to 
take home today: We are always courageous because we walk by faith, not by sight.

Have a Blessed Week!

Rev. Rafal Ligenza 
Pastor - St. Joseph Catholic Church

   Sunday Reflection With Fr. Rafal 

♦♦

♦♦

♦♦

FAITH AS SMALLFAITH AS SMALL  as a    as a  MUSTARD SEEDMUSTARD SEED

Can Move Mountains!Can Move Mountains!
Matthew 17:20


