
Dear St. Joseph Parishioners and Visitors,

Happy Father's Day! In the Mass we are praying for our dads, liv-
ing and deceased. And we especially want to pray for and honor the dads in our 
congregation. You are important not only to your children, but to all of us. We need 
to emphasize the importance of dads, especially as our world faces grave problems.

On this 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time St. Paul reveals that longing for Christ is the 
driving force of his life. "The love of Christ impels us," he says. We are not St. Paul, 
but on some level we feel that driving force. Many of us at St. Joseph church can say 
and feel that powerful force of Jesus in our lives.

Still, some are hesitant. I want to say a word to the reluctant. You might feel like 
the disciples in today's Gospel – in the middle of a storm, in danger of capsizing or 
drowning. You might even be asking, "Does God, does Jesus, even care?"

I ask you to do this: As much as you can, try to find a moment of quiet. Turn off 
the electronic devices. Compose yourself. You might have a Bible next to you. Ask 
the big question, the one we hear today. Who is this? Perhaps be more specific: What 
if Jesus is not just an historical figure, but everything - the kingdom in his person? 
And: What if that host - that piece of unleavened bread - is really the body and blood 
of Jesus?

It may take a little courage, but consider addressing him directly: Who are you? 
Please, show yourself to me.

Realize that you are not alone. Others have come to the conviction, as St. Paul 
says, that "one died for all." That Jesus died not just for humanity, but for you per-
sonally.

That is why the love of Christ impels. This does not mean we are perfect. I don't 
know about you, but every day I struggle with spiritual laziness, anger, greed, envy, 
gluttony - and arrogance. Sometimes I give in, but I want you to know those urges 
- and even those sins - they do not define me. And they do not define you. Brothers 
and sisters, one died for all. Therefore, the love of Christ impels.

Perhaps some of us may hear a voice, like in today's Gospel: "Why are you terri-
fied? Why do you not have faith?" We can also hear that voice and experience some 
of the awe the disciples felt. And say, "Yes, the love of Christ impels us."

Let me conclude with a special blessings for our Fathers:

Heavenly Father, You entrusted your Son Jesus, the child of Mary, to the care of 
Joseph, an earthly father.  Bless all fathers, as they care for their families.  Give them 
strength and wisdom, tenderness and patience; support them in the work they have to 
do, protecting those who look to them, as we look to you for love and salvation, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Have a Blessed Week!

Rev. Rafal Ligenza 
Pastor — St. Joseph Parish
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