
Dear St. Joseph Parishioners and Visitors,,

With Pentecost Sunday we bring to a conclusion the 50 days 
of Easter. During these 7 weeks I have used the daily Mass readings 
for a study of the Acts of Apostles. Acts begins with Jesus sending 
the Holy Spirit and then tells about the Spirit's work.

One commentary I used had an intriguing comparison for the work of the Holy 
Spirit. It compared him to a rhizome. Gardeners know about rhizomes but it was 
a new word for me. A rhizome is a continuously-growing underground stem that 
sends up shoots at different points. Bamboo and ginger are rhizomes as are hops. 
The main part grows below the soil. Above ground we see the sprouts with their 
fruit.

According to the Acts of the Apostles, Jesus inaugurates a new age by sending his 
Holy Spirit on the Apostles. Hearing their testimony people repent of their sins and 
receive the Holy Spirit by baptism. When the Apostles place hands on new disciples 
the Holy Spirit fills them and impels them to reach out to others. Disciples emerge 
like sprouts but the reality below is the Holy Spirit - just like single rhizome can 
produce multiple bamboo trees.

As we hear in the reading from Corinthians, the Holy Spirit makes himself 
known by works of service. In our parish we see remarkable works of service in our 
Food Pantry volunteers who give their time and talents to those in need, volunteers 
in the St. Vincent de Paul office, the Knights of Columbus brothers, the volunteers 
who lead the people of God through weekly organized Bible classes, sacristans, lec-
tors, servers, catechists, ushers, choir members, the Women of St. Joseph and many 
more members of our beautiful St. Joseph Family. I am grateful to each one of you 
for sharing your gifts and treasures every single week. As St. Paul says, by the Spirit 
"though many we are one body."

Speaking of becoming one body on May 8th 24 children received First Holy 
Communion. Congratulations to them and their families! Like baptism and con-
firmation we see this sacrament in the Acts of the Apostles. Luke refers to it as "the 
breaking of the bread." It's much more than sharing a meal. By the power of the 
Spirit the bread becomes Jesus' body. Like a rhizome we only see the part above the 
surface. In the sacraments we see water, oil and bread but with eyes of faith we can 
see the true reality - the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit like a rhizome manifests himself in gifts of service and sacraments. 
We make today's Psalm our prayer, "Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of 
the earth."

Have a Blessed Week!

Fr. Rafal Ligenza 
St. Joseph Parish Administrator
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PENTECOST SUNDAY
The outpouring of The Sprit


