
Dear St. Joseph Parishioners and Visitors,,

On this Mother’s Day Jesus tells us in today’s Gospel: "Love one 
another as I have loved you."

Reflecting on this call to love, the poet W.H. Auden said that 
only God could ask human beings to "love their crooked neighbor with all their 
crooked heart."

Auden wrote those words after World War II - a time when the world had seen 
the failure of love on an immense scale. Plans to establish heaven on earth resulted 
in the opposite. Many people had become cynical. In the midst of that cynicism, 
Auden rediscovered his childhood faith. And he recognized that Christian love is 
not sentimental, but rather as hard as nails: Love your crooked neighbor with all 
your crooked heart.

When we look at the Holy Bible, Jesus provides the one exception to the pattern 
of human crookedness - and by a singular grace He extended that freedom from sin 
to his mother.

This does not mean Jesus had an easy time loving us. To rescue someone from 
the mud (or worse) costs more for a man wearing a clean suit of clothes. For Jesus it 
cost infinitely more. He alone saw our full misery and arrogance, yet loved us - and 
continues to do so.

"Love one another as I have loved you."

Sometimes people describe the difficulty of loving a certain person. "How can I 
love someone who is a complete narcissist?" The answer is: start with the one you see 
each morning in the mirror.

To understand this love, I encourage you to read Pope Benedict's encyclical let-
ter titled Deus Caritas Est (God is Love). In the first section the Holy Father speaks 
favorably about a kind of love called eros. It is a love which seems to impose itself 
upon the human person. Although this love can take many forms, its great arche-
type is the love between a man and a woman. That love involves both body and soul. 
It opens a person to a promise of fidelity which seems irresistible. All other loves, at 
first glance, seem to pale by comparison.

I am blessed to have my beautiful mom.  Even though she is far away in Poland, 
she is always happy to hear my voice when we talk on Skype, WhatsApp or other 
internet platforms. And what’s important too, she is a great cook (pierogi and lots of 
sausage were my favorites!!). And what’s interesting as well, in America we celebrate 
Mother’s Day on the Second Sunday in May, but in Poland we celebrate it on May 26.

Let me conclude with a blessing for our Mothers on this beautiful day:

Loving God, as a mother gives life and nourishment to her children, 
so you give life and care for your Church. 
Bless these mothers, as we celebrate this day in their honor. 
May they be strengthened as Christian mothers. 
Let the example of their faith and love shine forth. 
Grant that we, their sons and daughters, may honor and appreciate them
with a spirit of profound respect.
May the example of Mary, Mother of Jesus, inspire them to live their
vocation as Christian mothers and call their children to faith.
Guide and protect them in challenging times and help them to continue
to trust in you all the days of their lives. Amen.

Have a Blessed Week!
Fr. Rafal Ligenza 
St. Joseph Parish Administrator
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