
Dear St. Joseph Parishioners and Visitors,

Today's parable of the talents follows the one we heard last weekend: the ten 
virgins in the wedding party. The two parables have a similar point: our partnership 
with God and how he surprises us by arriving at an unexpected moment. As St. Paul 
says, Jesus will come "like a thief in the night."

The parable of the talents dramatizes the partnership with God by the fact that 
the master entrusts talents to his servants. A talent was actually a cast of precious 
medal about the size of garbage can lid - about 75 pounds of gold. Not exactly pocket 
change! By entrusting so much to us God makes us partners in a major enterprise. 
Pope Francis observes: "The book of Genesis tells us that God created man and wom-
an entrusting them with the task of filling the earth and subduing it, which does not 
mean exploiting it, but nurturing and protecting it, caring for it through their work." 
So God gives the earth to us all. We become partners with him in caring for our 
common home.

God not only entrusts us with a common home; he gives individual gifts. We 
each have a life span and a certain measure of health. And even though we are hardly 
the richest people in Bradenton area - or in a region that includes Bill Gates and Jeff 
Bezos - God has entrusted us with resources that people in other parts of the world 
would envy. He wants us to use those gifts as partners with God.

Consequently, the parable of the talents summons us to love - not abstractly or 
with mere emotions, but by putting an end to vacillation. At first glance the parable 
seems unfair because the least gifted – the man who received only one talent – winds 
up getting chastised. But this isn't an "underdog story" like Joseph in Egypt or Da-
vid vs. Goliath. Rather, it illustrates St. Teresa of Calcutta’s saying that God has not 
called us to success, but to fidelity. The point is, no matter how little we have, we 
must invest it.

Sometimes our tendency may be to compare myself to the guy who has more, 
even to feel stymied because I lack something another has. Jesus has a message for 
us: get over it. You don’t have to be someone you are not, but you must use the talent 
you possess. Invest it. Take the risk of love – of embracing the responsibility God has 
set before you.

This month we will celebrate Thanksgiving. We each have reasons for gratitude. 
The fact someone else has five doesn't mean my one talent is nugatory. On the con-
trary the master gets upset when the servant buries his talent. Even those who have 
less still have a partnership with God. It's a matter of recognizing who God is and 
who I am, then starting each day with gratitude. How beautiful to hear those words, 
"Well done, good and faithful servant."

Have a Blessed Week!

Fr. Rafal Ligenza 
St. Joseph Parish Administrator
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