
My Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

In Fire Starters Bishop Sklba observes: "A New Testament par-
able is usually an instruction about how God works in our world, with its primary 
focus on God." Today's parable about the ten virgins in the wedding party teaches 
that God arrives at unexpected moments. He depends on our partnership and ex-
pects us to be prepared. 

That's what we are talking about today, on Stewardship Sunday: Our part-
nership with God, also known as co-responsibility or Stewardship. In terms of the 
parable Stewardship means having oil for our lamps. The oil represents readiness 
- using our resources for what matters most: being ready to meet the bridegroom, 
Jesus himself.

And how do we get ready to meet Jesus? If we pay close attention to the parable 
the answer is simple, perhaps so simple we miss it: prayer. After welcoming the wise 
virgins, he tells the foolish, "I do not know you." In the Bible knowledge implies 
intimacy. Adam knew his wife, Eve, and they conceived a son. (Gen 4:1) God wants 
to have an intimate relationship with us: soul, mind and body. For that reason he 
gives us sacraments - the water of baptism, the bread and wine of the Eucharist and 
the oil of Confirmation.

Just as prayer involves soul, mind and body, Stewardship embraces all aspects of 
our lives: time, abilities and material resources. Stewardship that flows from prayer 
puts oil in our lamps.

The wise virgins cannot share with foolish ones because each person must pur-
chase their own oil. You have talents that I do not have. Your time and your money 
belongs to you. Or to be more exact God has given time and financial resources for 
you to manage.

To devote those resources to Jesus' Church and to needy brothers and sisters 
brings joy. As our Psalm says, "In the shadow of your wings I shout for joy."

Have a Blessed Stewardship Sunday!
Fr. Rafal Ligenza 
St. Joseph Parish Administrator
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