
Dear St. Joseph Parishioners and Visitors,

Happy Easter! In some parts of the world, people give this 
greeting, "Christ is risen!" and the response is, "Yes, he is truly risen!" My prayer 
is that whatever is happening in your life, whatever is going on in your family, 
whatever is happening now in this troubled world - that today you will feel the joy 
of Christ's resurrection. As we said in the Psalm, "This is the day that Lord has 
made; let us rejoice and be glad."

God wants us to have joy. He gave us a world that is good and beautiful. And 
when we made a mess of his creation - war, disease, death - he gave us a new cre-
ation - in Christ. We have every reason to rejoice.

The devil wants to rob our joy. He does it in a deceptive way. He offers things 
like alcohol, drugs, gambling and pornography. Those things bring momentary joy, 
but then lead to misery, bitterness and isolation.

God, on the other hand, offers joy that endures. The first step to joy is for-
giveness. Today Peter speaks about forgiveness. As leader of that small group of 
Christians, he gave the first Easter homily. It's still the best one ever given. Peter 
tells how Christ died for our sins. And Peter should know because he committed 
the worst act of cowardice: he denied that he even knew Jesus. Think about it - 
he shared the greatest intimacy and confidence with Jesus, but when the crunch 
comes, he swears, "I do not know the man." But Peter did not sink into despair, he 
didn't shift the blame. No, he accepted forgiveness. He concludes with these words, 
"everyone who believes in him will receive forgiveness of sins through his name."

There is a second step to joy: become a disciple. Archbishop Hunthausen talk-
ed to a group of priests. He made a simple point: that disciple and discipline are 
practically the same word. Discipline is a hard word for us. We have been given so 
much, and we take things for granted, get upset when things don't go our way. At 
the same time, the Mass is the most important thing we do as disciples. I know that 
your bed or sofa is more comfortable than our chairs. I cannot offer you something 
more entertaining than television, the mall or your computer. But I can promise 
you this: If you receive forgiveness and become a disciple, the Mass will become 
more and more meaningful to you. And you will experience joy, joy that endures.

The cross will still be there. Jesus has told us we have to take up our cross daily 
and follow him, be his disciples.  Like St. Peter - and his successor, Pope Francis - 
we will know the strength that comes from joy.

Have a Blessed Easter Sunday 2022!!

Rev. Rafal Ligenza 
Pastor — St. Joseph Parish
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