
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Today is the Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time. This Sunday is the day 
before Valentine's Day. I want to develop a theme that relates to 
human love - especially the love between husband and wife. I can 

sum it up in a single word: trust. Or to be more specific, trust in the Lord.

In our first reading we hear: "Cursed is the one who trusts in human beings..." 
And, "Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord." Jesus illustrates trust in the Lord 
by giving us a series of beatitudes that he contrasts with "woe." For example, he says, 
"Blessed are you who are poor...But woe to you who are rich." The poor are blessed 
because they have a greater tendency to trust in God, while the rich man can start 
thinking he does not need God.

I'd like to tell you about a man who had a beautiful trust in God. It is Valentine 
story because it's about how he found his wife. It happened back in 1920, long before 
online dating services. What the man did was place an ad in a newspaper. This is 
what the ad said:

"Middle-ranking civil servant, single, Catholic, 43, immaculate past, from the 
country, is looking for a good Catholic, pure girl who can cook well, tackle all house-
hold chores, with a talent for sewing and homemaking with a view to marriage as soon 
as possible. Fortune desirable but not a precondition."

A woman named Maria Peintner answered the ad. She was 36 years old, a trained 
cook and the illegitimate daughter of a baker. She did not have a fortune, but even so, 
they married four months later. In spite of their somewhat advanced years they had 
three children - two boys and a girl. The youngest child received the same name as 
his father: Joseph Ratzinger. He is better known today as Pope Benedict XVI.

Joseph and Maria Ratzinger illustrate the love we hear about today. They had a 
love based on trust in the Lord: a love that endures because it places God first. "Bless-
ed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose hope is the Lord."

The important point here is trust in the Lord. In a couple weeks on March 2nd 
we are going to begin a holy season that emphasizes trust in the Lord, LENT. The 
Church encourages us to sacrifice some of things that are most important to us: 
food, time and money. We sacrifice food by some form of voluntary fasting, for ex-
ample, giving up deserts. We sacrifice time by giving a greater portion of day to 
prayer. We sacrifice money by almsgiving - by orderings our finances to God's glory 
and the needs of the poor. All of our Lenten practices have one purpose - to increase 
our trust in the Lord.

And since tomorrow is Valentine's Day, let’s remember no true marriage can last 
without mutual trust - and no marriage can flourish without trust in the Lord.

Have a Blessed Week!
Rev. Rafal Ligenza 
Pastor — St. Joseph Parish

  Sunday Reflection With Fr. Rafal 
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TRUST
in the Lord with all your 

HEART.
—Proverbs 3:5—


