
Dear St. Joseph Parishioners and Visitors, 

Today's Gospel reading is at the heart of the teachings of Jesus. 
And it is very hard to swallow. Love your enemies! It is difficult 

enough to forgive them! Who of us does not feel like shouting back at somebody who 
shouts at us? And if somebody strikes us, are we not ready to strike him back? Do 
we not want to cry out, "It's not fair," unless we take our revenge? We feel that good 
should be protected from evil. The innocent should not have to suffer.

What is the proper response to all this anger, frustration and hurt? In today's 
Gospel Jesus tells us the proper response is love. We are to love without exception, 
even our enemies. God wants all people to live in unity and peace with one another 
as His children. And the way to love in a sinful world is to be ready to forgive. For 
forgiveness is an act of love.

Jesus allows no compromise in this. "If you love only those who love you, what 
kind of graciousness is yours? Even sinners love those who love them." "Be merciful, 
just as your Father is merciful."

Many of Jesus' parables tell us that unless we are merciful, we cannot enter the 
kingdom of God. The prayer that Jesus taught us says "forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespassed against us."

Just as we must forgive others, even our enemies, we must be ready to "forgive" 
ourselves when we fail.

We often fail to reach the goal or ideals that we set for ourselves. We live in past 
guilt and hurts. Yet, God forgives and accepts us as we are and enables us to grow 
beyond our present sinfulness. We, too, must forgive and accept ourselves.

Forgiveness and reconciliation presuppose contrition. The sinner must turn back 
to God, confess his sins, and ask for forgiveness. And if the sinner is truly repentant, 
he will return all the ill-gotten goods.

Jesus gives us the motive for loving and forgiving. It is a fact that God loves all 
people steadfastly. God holds no grudges, returns good for evil, and accepts even 
when rejected. As Jesus says elsewhere, God makes the sun shine on the good and 
the bad.

It is important to remember that, even though we have sinned and rejected God 
by our sinfulness, God still loves us. There's no way to lose God's love. We can turn 
away from God, but God will never turn against us. That is reason enough to love 
our enemies.

Have a Blessed Week!
Rev. Rafal Ligenza 
Pastor — St. Joseph Parish
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