
Dear St. Joseph Parishioners and Visitors,

As we saw last year in St. Mark's Gospel, Jesus begins his 
public ministry announcing that he is the "bridegroom." In his 

presence the wedding guests (the apostles and other disciples) do not fast. In St. 
John's Gospel, as we see today, Jesus also inaugurates his ministry on a nuptial note. 
His first miracle rescues of a bride and groom.

Jesus loves marriage. He particularly loves young married couples. His mother, 
Mary, intercedes for them, and Jesus himself goes "above and beyond" in order to 
help them.

Why does Jesus love marriage so much? We have the answer in our first reading. 
"As a bridegroom rejoices in his bride so shall your God rejoice in you." Consider the 
joy of a groom. After months, maybe years, of courting his bride, of doing all he can 
to win her, finally the moment arrives when she is his. Is there any moment of great-
er joy? Such will be union of God with his people, of Jesus with his bride, the Church.

St. Paul says the reason God made us male and female is to foreshadow that 
union. (Eph 5:32) He calls marriage a "mysterion," a mystery, that is, a sacrament. It 
signifies Jesus joining himself with his Church. God's love for us is not distant and 
"spiritual." It involves his whole being and ours in response.

Our whole being: There are people who think they can do whatever they want 
with their bodies as long as their "heart" is right. No, we come to Jesus with all we 
are - mind, heart, soul...and body. The image of Jesus as bridegroom makes that 
clear. Like a bridegroom his love is all-consuming, exclusive, jealous. Not that he 
enslaves. On the contrary, he respects our freedom and he frees us from a miserable 
kind of slavery. You know, we can become slaves to sin. The devil knows how to use 
our disordered desires to enslave us.

There is an irony in all this. Some young people today hold back from marriage 
thinking it will limit their freedom. In a similar way people hold back from Jesus. 
But the truth is this: Only in Jesus will we find real freedom. He is the perfect bride-
groom.

Today, on this 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, we see how much Jesus loves marriage - 
and why. He comes as the Bridegroom who rejoices in his bride.

Have a Blessed Week!
Rev. Rafal Ligenza 
Pastor — St. Joseph Parish
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